
STAFF:  Walter Zaumseil, DHS, EID 
 
County Board Meeting – December 6, 2003 

November 18, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Outreach and Retention Service for Medicaid and Family Access to Medical 

Insurance Security Programs 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 1.   Appropriate $44,991 from Revenue from 

Commonwealth of Virginia (001.0647) to the 
Department of Human Services (001.411) for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2004 to provide outreach and 
retention services for Family Access to Medical 
Insurance Security (FAMIS) and Medicaid eligible 
County residents. 

 
 2.  Authorize a 1.0 Full Time Equivalency (FTE) 

temporary grant funded position in the 
Department of Human Services (001.411.0159) to 
carry out the program activities. 

 
ISSUE:  None. 
 
SUMMARY: Arlington County was approved by the Virginia Department of 

Medical Assistance Services for a one-year grant for $44,991.  The 
purpose of this grant is to provide outreach and retention services 
for Family Access to Medical Insurance Security (FAMIS) and 
Medicaid eligible County residents.  The grant period is from 
November 1, 2003 until October 31, 2004.   

  
DISCUSSION: In August of 2001, eligibility services for the FAMIS program were 
transferred from local agencies in the Commonwealth of Virginia to a state vendor.  
FAMIS provides health insurance benefits to children whose household income exceeds 
the Medicaid level, but is less than 200 percent of the poverty level.  The vendor 
arrangement, conducted from a central site in Richmond, has not worked well, 
especially for non-English speaking populations.  In an effort to reach all eligible 
households, beginning in FY 2004 the state is funding direct application assistance 
services to Arlington residents to promote utilization of the FAMIS and Medicaid 
programs, and to retain recipients who may have their cases closed for failure to 
comply with eligibility review requirements.  Staff anticipates utilizing the grant funding 
early in 2004 for staff and other startup costs, including publications for notifying 
clients.  The remainder of the grant will be carried over and the FTE continued at the 



end of FY 2004 until all grant funds are expended in FY 2005 or until October 31, 2004, 
whichever comes first. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: None.  All of the costs of this project are covered by the grant. 
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