
November 18, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Request to Advertise Amendment to the Massage Regulation Code 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Advertise for a public hearing to be held on 

January 10, 2004 to amend the Massage Regulation 
Code to increase the time period for renewal of 
massage therapist and massage technician permits 
from one year to two years (Chapter 49, Section 49-
4). 

 
ISSUE: Should the County Board advertise for a public hearing to change 

the current requirement for annual renewal of massage therapist 
and massage technician permits to a requirement for renewal every 
two years? 

 
SUMMARY: The Arlington County code requires an annual renewal of permits 

for massage therapists and technicians.  This is a proposal to 
change the renewal period from one year to two years. 

 
 
BACKGROUND:  The Massage Regulation Code requires an individual to secure a 
permit, issued by the County, to practice as a Massage Technician or a Massage 
Therapist. The renewal process requires the payment of a $20 investigation fee for a 
criminal background check. The code requires the applicant to secure a physician’s 
statement certifying that within the last 30 days prior to the renewal application the 
applicant has been free from any disease that would create a substantial medical risk  
for the massage client.  
 
DISCUSSION:   The current County code requires that the permits be renewed 
annually.  This code change would extend the permit expiration period  
to two years.  The Commonwealth of Virginia and the City of Alexandria have two-year 
renewal requirements.  Allowing for a two-year renewal of the permit would bring  
Arlington County’s requirements into alignment with Virginia’s requirements and make it 
comparable to Alexandria’s practices. 

STAFF:  Glen Rutherford, DHS, Public Health Division 
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office:  _________ 
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FISCAL IMPACT: There are approximately 100 licensed massage therapists and 
massage technicians in the County.   The $20.00 application fee compensates for the 
cost of the criminal investigation and processing.  The permit would then be good for 
two years instead of one.  The current revenue is approximately $2,000 annually.  This 
code change would reduce the revenue to approximately $2,000 within a two-year 
period.   
 
CONCLUSION:  The staff supports the proposal for a public hearing to discuss the 
amendment which would align Arlington County’s code regarding permits for Massage 
Therapists and Technicians with the Commonwealth of Virginia, with minimal fiscal 
impact to the County.   
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