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County Board Meeting – December 6, 2003 

December 5, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Acceptance of Grant from the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and 

Energy for Community Energy Initiatives 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: (1) Accept $18,800 in competitive grant funds from the 

Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy 
(DMME) to support Arlington County’s efforts to 
encourage residents and businesses to choose energy-
efficient lighting and other energy-efficient technologies. 
Authorize the County Manager, or his designee, to 
execute the attached Memorandum of Understanding on 
behalf of the County Board with the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, subject to approval as to form by the County 
Attorney. 

 
(2) Appropriate $18,800 from Miscellaneous Federal Funds 

(001.035.0749) to Office of Support Services                 
(001.035). 

 
(3) Authorize a temporary 0.3 FTE (Full Time Equivalent) in 

OSS for Fiscal Year 2004 to provide the services described 
by this grant. 

 
ISSUE: None.  
 
SUMMARY: Arlington County submitted a grant application to the U.S. Department of 

Energy (DOE), through the Virginia DMME (Division of Energy), for 
support of Community Energy Initiatives, such as a program to encourage 
residents and businesses to purchase and use energy-efficient lighting, 
and workshops for commercial business owners to learn about energy 
improvement opportunities in their properties.  Arlington County was 
awarded $18,800 in grant funding from U.S. DOE.  The grant requires a 
local match of $41,506; this match requirement will be met through 
existing activity by current staff.  The proposal by staff, detailing these 
activities, is attached. 

 
BACKGROUND:  The U.S. Department of Energy, Philadelphia Regional Office issued a 
notice of funding availability for Community Energy Initiatives, seeking participation by 
local jurisdictions with an interest in advancing energy efficiency.  OSS submitted a 
proposal highlighting opportunities in two basic areas: (1) outreach to residents on the  



 
virtues of energy-efficient lighting, and (2) outreach to businesses and the commercial 
property sector on energy efficiency in general.  Planning and initial activities have 
begun on the first area, including demonstrations of new energy-efficient lighting  
products at civic association meetings.  This funding makes possible modest incentives 
for consumers to purchase energy-efficient light bulbs.  The second area of activity 
consists of a series of free monthly half-day seminars for businesses and commercial 
property owners, addressing energy technologies, programs, and financing options. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None. The grant and existing staff will meet all funding 
requirements. 
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