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February 4, 2003 
 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Request to Advertise an Amendment to Section 14.2-44 of the 

County Code to Increase Parking Meter Rates, Effective July 1, 
2003. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the advertisement of a public hearing 

to be held on March 27, 2003 to Amend, 
Reenact, and Reordain Chapter 14.2 (Motor 
Vehicles and Traffic), Article I, Division 2, 
Subdivision D, Section 14.2-44 (b), of the Code 
of Arlington County, Virginia concerning 
parking meter rate increase to be effective on 
July 1, 2003.                                      

 
ISSUE: What should be the magnitude, if any, of an increase in parking 

rates? 
 
BACKGROUND:  Arlington County uses parking meters to encourage parking                                 
turnover and to raise revenue which can fund transportation-related projects.  
The most recent change to meter rates was in 1989. Since then, both parking 
operating costs and rates elsewhere have increased. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The rate increases contained in the proposed Ordinance are designed 
to encourage more frequent turnover in parking spaces and alternative transit use, and 
establish rate consistency throughout the region.  The proposed rate increase for long-
term parking (four hours or more) is from $0.50 per hour to $0.75 per hour.  The 
proposed increase in the short-term rate is from $0.75 per hour to $1.00 per hour.  This 
increase will move Arlington’s parking rates more in line with market rates and with 
other governmental rates in the area, as displayed on Attachment A.  At short-term 
meters, the public may continue using nickels, dimes, or quarters.  The proposed 
Ordinance also permits use of Smartcards at parking meters one hour or greater in 
time.  Long-term meters (duration of four hours or more) require the use of quarters, 
dollar coins and Smartcards.  A copy of the proposed Ordinance is attached to this 
report designated as Attachment B.   
  



  

 
FISCAL IMPACT:  If the County Board adopts the proposed ordinance 
amendment it will produce an estimated additional $900,000 in revenue that will 
be used to fund Pedestrian, Transit and Parking Initiatives included in the 
proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2004.  This is consistent with the Strategic 
Initiative for the parking meter rate increase. 



  

 
Attachment A 

 
 
 

COMPARATIVE PARKING METER RATES 
 
 
The following is a table of parking meter rates in area jurisdictions: 
 
 
           Location          Rate(s)                   Type/Subarea  
 
  Alexandria  $0.75 per hour   Old Town 
    $0.50 per hour  elsewhere 
 
 
 Washington D.C. $1.00 per hour  Premium business districts 
    $0.75 per hour  High business districts 
    $  .50 per hour  Regular business districts 
 
 
 Arlington County $0.50 per hour  long-term parking meters 
    (present)   $0.75 per hour  short-term parking meters 
 
 Arlington County $0.75 per hour  long-term parking meters 
    (proposed)  $1.00 per hour  short-term parking meters 
 
 23rd @ Eads  $1.00 per hour  private sector meters 
 
 Pentagon Row $1.00 per hour  private sector meters 
 
 
In addition, high rise commercial areas have parking garages, many of which are 
full the majority of the time.  The Crystal City Underground, for example, charges 
$1 for up to 1 hour, $3 for 1-2 hours, and $2 each additional hour up to a 
maximum of $17.  The County’s Ballston Public Parking Garage charges $1 for up 
to two hours of parking with increasing hourly increments up to a maximum of $9.  
Many lots and garages have an “early bird” special at lower rates ($2.50 to $6 per 
day).  Parking at other than the early bird rate is usually charged at the short-term 
rate, which is often $1 per hour. 
   

 
 



  

 
Attachment B 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REENACT AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 14.2 
(MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC), ARTICLE I, DIVISION 2, 
SUBDIVISION D, SECTION 14.2-44 (b) OF THE CODE OF ARLINGTON 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA CONCERNING PARKING METER RATES TO BE 
EFFECTIVE ON JULY 1, 2003.  
 
 
I. BE IT ORDAINED by the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia that 

Chapter 14.2, Article I, Division 2, Subdivision D, Section 14.2-44(b) of the 
Code of Arlington County, Virginia, is hereby amended, reenacted, and 
reordained effective on July 1, 2003, in pertinent part, as follows: 

 
            §14.2-44.   Parking time limits; when parking meters operative. 
 
*      *      * 
 

(b) Parking or standing a vehicle during the hours of meter operation in a  
designated space in parking meter zone shall be lawful upon the 
deposit of coin or coins of the United States of America or upon the 
proper designation of time on an in-vehicle parking regulator at the 
following maximum rates: 

 
(1) Thirty-minute parking zone: Combination of Smartcard value, five cent 

($0.05), ten cent ($0.10), twenty-five cent ($0.25) coins to equal 
seventy-five cents ($0.75) one dollar ($1.00) for each hour parked. 

(2) One-hour parking meter zones: Combination of Smartcard value, five 
cent ($0.05), ten cent ($0.10), twenty-five cent ($0.25) coins to equal 
seventy-five cents ($.75) one dollar ($1.00) for each hour parked. 

(3) Two-hour parking meter zone: Combination of Smartcard value, five 
cent ($0.05), ten cent ($0.10), and/or twenty-five cent ($0.25) coins 
to equal seventy-five cents ($.75) one dollar ($1.00) for each hour 
parked. 

(4) Four-hour parking meter zone: Combination of Smartcard value, 
and/or twenty-five cent ($0.25) coins to equal seventy-five cents 
($.75) one dollar ($1.00) for each hour parked. 

(5) Over four-hour meter zone: Combination of Smartcard value, and/or 
twenty-five cent ($0.25) coins to equal fifty cents ($.50) seventy-
five cents ($0.75) for each hour parked. 

 
*      *      * 
 

II. The remaining section and subsections of Article I, Division 2, Subdivision 
D of Chapter 14.2 not hereby amended shall remain as previously 
enacted. 
 


