
February 11, 2003 

STAFF: Glen Rutherford, Department of Human Services 
Reviewed by County Attorney’s Office________________ 
  
County Board Meeting –February 22, 2003 

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Amendments to Chapter 9.2, Food and Food Handling Code of the 

Arlington County Code - Application Processing Fee 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Advertise for a public hearing on March 27, 2003 on 

amendments to Chapter 9.2 of the Arlington County 
Code to increase the application processing fee for 
food establishments from $40 to $60.  

 
ISSUE: Should the application processing fee be increased in FY 2004 to  
  maintain a level that achieves full recovery of the cost of processing  
  the annual applications, leasing and maintaining the database, and  
  issuing a quarterly newsletter?  
 
DISCUSSION: In 1998, the County Board established a fee of $25 to partially offset 
the cost of licensing food establishments.  The fee was increased by the County Board 
in subsequent years to match the increases in the cost of living, and increased data 
processing requirements.  During the 2002 legislative session, the Virginia General 
Assembly enacted a budget amendment requiring the State Health Commissioner to 
collect a $40 fee for all restaurants licensed in the State; revenues collected by the State 
are shared with the locality.  Arlington County has a locally administered health 
department and a local food ordinance; the Department of Human Services collects its 
own fees, none of which are required to be split with the State.  In FY 2003, the County 
Board increased the fee for food establishments to $40 to match the State fee, but 
because the State will not receive a portion of the revenues collected from the fees, the 
State reduced the County’s FY 2003 allocation by approximately $18,500 based on State 
funding guidelines.   
 
The Department is recommending that the application processing fee for food 
establishments be increased from $40 to $60.  This proposed increase is estimated to 
generate an additional $20,000 in FY 2004 based on approximately 1,000 food 
establishments that would be affected by the proposed fee increase.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The proposed fee increase is projected to generate an additional 
$20,000 in fee revenue for FY 2004.  This will offset the reduction in the State’s 
allocation of approximately $18,500, which is included in the FY 2004 proposed 
budget.  
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REENACT, AND RECODIFY CHAPTER 9.2 (FOOD  
AND FOOD HANDLING CODE) OF THE ARLINGTON COUNTY CODE TO  
INCREASE FEES FOR LICENSE APPLICATION PROCESSING. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED that §9.2-3.1 (b) of the Arlington County Code is 
amended, reenacted, and recodified as follows, effective July 1, 2003: 
 
 
§ 9.2-3.1. Licenses for food establishments. 
     
 (b) An annual application fee of - forty sixty dollars ($40.00) ($60.00) shall be 
assessed for each licensed food establishment. Such fee shall not be applicable to food 
establishments operated by the Arlington County Public Schools; however, such fees 
shall apply to private vendors subcontracted by the county to operate food 
establishments. The annual fee with the exception of the mobile food units shall be 
based on a calendar year and shall be due and payable in the month of December or 
upon initial application. The annual fee for mobile food units shall be due and payable 
in the month of June or upon initial application. The application fee shall not be 
prorated. An additional fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be assessed for food 
establishment renewal applications received after December 31 and for mobile food unit 
renewal applications received after June 30.   
 


