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                                                                                                       February 11, 2002   
 
 
 

TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager  
 
SUBJECT: Small Parks Program FY 2003 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   Approve an allocation of $62,664 from 

previously appropriated County Small Parks 
Program funds (013.649.SP02 and 
013.649.SP03) for fourteen (14) projects as 
recommended by the Park and Recreation 
Commission. 

 
SUMMARY:  The Park and Recreation Commission has reviewed 
the final Small Parks Program applications and recommends that 
funding in the amount of $62,664 for fourteen (14) projects be 
approved by the County Board.  Staff supports the approval of the 
fourteen projects. 
 
The County Board’s past action has been to approve the allocation 
of funds for Small Parks projects based on the recommendations of 
the Park and Recreation Commission.  The projects recommended 
for approval by the Commission are for park and open space 
improvements at Butler Holmes, Bailey’s Branch, Ft. Barnard 
Heights, Hillside, Lyon, Mace, Madison Manor, Oakgrove, and Slater 
Parks, and Reevesland, Glencarlyn CCA, Gulf Branch Nature Center, 
Long Branch Elementary School, and the right-of-way near the 
intersection of Danville Street and Clarendon Boulevard.  These 
projects and the Commission’s funding recommendations are 
described in the attached letter and the Recommended Projects 
section of this report.   

 
There are a total of seven (7) projects not recommended for 
approval by the Commission.  They are for park and open space 
improvements at Bluemont Junction, Drew Community Center, Four 
Mile Run Bicycle Trail near South Oxford Street, Oakland Park, 
Swanson Middle School, Woodstock Park, and the multi-purpose 
trail running between N. 26th Street and N. Vermont Street.  The 
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reasons these proposals are not being recommended are described 
in the Projects Not Recommended section of this report. 

 
BACKGROUND:  The Small Parks Program has been in operation since 1978 
and is currently administered by the Park and Recreation Commission.  For the 
Fiscal Year 2003 program, citizen applicants filed thirty-six (36) Letters of Intent 
in May and twenty-one (21) Final Applications in August, requesting grants 
totaling $162,517.  The total amount available for allocation for the FY 2003 
Small Park Program is $62,664.  
 
The criteria the Park and Recreation Commission use for evaluating Small Parks 
projects include that the project must be on County owned or long-term leased 
property, privately owned common space for which a public use easement has 
been granted, provide long term service to a substantial number of citizens, not 
duplicate nearby services, always be available for general public use, and 
conform to the Neighborhood Conservation Plan, if one exists.  In making its 
recommendations to the County Board, the Commission gives preference to 
projects which demonstrate the support of local neighborhood groups, offer 
volunteer assistance with maintenance, attract matching funds, and serve 
residents who do not have access to the type of facility proposed.  The maximum 
grant for which an applicant can apply is $10,000. 
 
PROJECTS RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION:  The project proposed for 
Butler Holmes Park includes the removal of existing chain link fencing and the 
installation of perimeter split rail fencing (three rail) along S. First Street and a 
portion of S. Barton Street. The project has the support of the Penrose Civic 
Association.  The total recommended grant is for $4,840. 
 
The proposal for Baileys Branch Park includes the installation of fencing to 
protect a wooded slope and the planting of a native flowering magnolia tree. The 
proposal is supported by the Columbia Forest Civic Association and the 
association’s Neighborhood Conservation Plan. The recommended grant is for 
$1,400. 
 
The project proposed for Ft. Barnard Heights Park will include the installation of 
a kiosk,  two benches, a picnic table with gameboard, and landscaping.  The 
proposal was submitted by Jacqueline Hill, a neighborhood resident, and is 
supported by the Nauck Civic Association.  The recommended grant is for 
$7,321. 
 
The proposal for a segment of Four Mile Run near the Glencarlyn CCA would 
include streambank erosion mitigation, educational signage, and native 
landscaping. The proposal is sponsored by ArlingtonDogs.   The proposal is 
supported by ArlingtonDogs, Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment, GlenDogs, 
Friends of Arlington Parks, the Glencarlyn Citizens Association, and in-kind 
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contributions.   A petition of support from park users was provided.  The 
recommended grant is for $5,260.   
 
The proposal for the Gulf Branch Nature Center will remove invasive plant 
material from the forest edge along 36th Road North.  The project is sponsored 
by Mr. N. Edwin Demoney, a local resident, and is supported by the River Crest 
Civic Association.  The recommended grant is for $2,000. 
 
The project proposed for Lyon Park will include the installation of a double-bay 
(4-seat) swing set.  The proposal was submitted by the Lyon Park Board of 
Governors and is supported by the Lyon Park Citizen Association and an 
extensive neighborhood fundraising campaign. Because Lyon Park is a privately 
owned park, the existing public easement at the park would be extended or 
renewed as part of this project.  The recommended grant is for $6,644. 
 
The proposal for Hillside Park would include the removal of invasive plant 
material and the installation of two benches and trash receptacles near the 
trailhead at North 16th Street. The project was sponsored by the Radnor-Ft. Myer 
Heights Civic Association and a petition of support from nearby residents was 
provided.  The recommended grant is for $4,136.  
 
The project proposed for Mace Park will provide a Little Tikes ATV spring-rider, 
two benches, and a trash receptacle.  The proposal was submitted by the 
Dominion Hills Civic Association and is supported by the Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan and a petition of residents that live adjacent to the park.  
Because Mace Park is a private park, an existing public easement at the park 
would be extended or renewed as part of this project. The recommended grant 
is for $2,373. 
 
The proposal for Madison Manor Park will install a paved “connector” pathway 
and two benches.  The project was proposed by the Madison Manor Citizens 
Association and is consistent with the Neighborhood Conservation Plan.  It is 
endorsed by the association’s Executive Committee and Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee.  The recommended grant is for $5,720. 
  
The project proposed for Oakgrove Park will include the installation of a Little 
Tikes tot lot.  The proposal was submitted by the Cherrydale Citizens Association 
and is supported by the Cherrydale Citizens Association and the Waverly Hills 
Civic Association in addition to a neighborhood fundraising campaign.  A petition 
of support from residents of both neighborhoods was also included in the 
application. The proposal for the new tot lot in Oakgrove Park generated much 
discussion and deliberation among Commission and DPRCR staff members. 
Although DPRCR staff retains concerns about installing new play equipment in a 
County park outside of a master planning process, staff supports the 
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Commission’s recommendation for the new tot lot in Oakgrove Park. The 
recommended a grant is for $7,452. 
 
The project for Reevesland would add a kiosk to the site for neighborhood 
notifications and information.  The proposal was submitted by Mr. John Pomranz, 
a neighborhood resident, and has the support of the Boulevard Manor Civic 
Association and members of the Reeves family. The recommended grant is for 
$1,600. 
 
The project at Slater Park would include the installation of a new entry sign and 
a paved pathway through the park.  The Glebewood Civic Association is 
sponsoring and supports the proposal.  The proposal also has the support of the 
John M. Langston Civic Association, Glebe Commons HOA, the North Glebe Mews 
HOA, and a signature petition from local residents.  The recommended grant is 
for $7,150. 
 
The proposal for the Long Branch Elementary Learning Garden includes a bench, 
two birdhouses, three birdfeeders, a bird bath, plant identification markers, and 
signage.  The proposal was submitted by the Long Branch Elementary School 
Garden Committee and is supported by Ashton Heights Civic Association, 
Arlington Public Schools, and the Long Branch PTA.  The recommended grant is 
for $2,420. 
 
The project proposed for the right-of-way area near the intersection of N. 
Danville Street and Clarendon Boulevard will add a concrete paver “connector” 
pathway, two urban-style benches, and one trash receptacle.  All improvements 
are to be consistent with current Rosslyn-Ballston Corridor design guidelines  The 
proposal was submitted by the Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association. It is 
supported by Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association, Courthouse Triangle 
Homeowners Association, Starbucks, WholeFoods, and a neighborhood 
fundraising campaign. The recommended grant is for $4,348. 
 
PROJECTS NOT RECOMMENDED BT COMMISSION:   The following is a list 
of proposed projects not recommended for approval by the Commission.   Also 
included are brief descriptions of the Commission’s deliberations related to each 
proposal.     
 
Bluemont Junction --  The proposal is for fully exposing and interpreting the 
existing concrete slab foundation of the former electrical substation at the site.  
The Commission concluded that proper interpretation of the history and influence 
of the railroad and trolley systems does not necessitate the full excavation of the 
existing slab. 
 
Drew Community Center – The proposal included new picnic tables with 
gameborads, benches, barbecue grills, and landscaping near the Drew 
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Community Center.  The Commission concluded that the proposed improvements 
are a duplication of improvements planned for the new Drew Park along South 
Kenmore Street, which is being funded as part of the FY 2003 Bond. 
 
Four Mile Run Bicycle Trail –  The proposal is for a new concrete staircase, within 
Northern Virginia Park Authority right-of-way, that would provide a pedestrian 
connection from the neighborhood down to the trail that runs along Four Mile 
Run Drive.  The Commission concluded that improvements that related to 
neighborhood infrastructure and linkages, such as these, are better suited to the 
Neighborhood Conservation Program.   
 
Oakland Park – The proposal includes new pathways, trees, benches, picnic 
tables, drinking fountain, and signage.  The Commission also acknowledges the 
significant amount of matching funds that are part of the proposal.  However, 
because of Small Park Program funding constraints and multiple planning 
projects occurring in the vicinity, including WALKArlington, Wilson Boulevard 
streetscape improvements, and the upcoming Central Wilson Boulevard park 
planning effort, the Commission concluded that the proposal would be better 
served by waiting until these planning processes were further along.  The 
applicant will be encouraged to apply to next year’s Small Park’s grant cycle. 
 
Swanson Middle School –  The proposal is for signage, benches, birdhouses, and 
kiosks on County-owned property adjacent to the school.  The Commission 
concluded that the proposal did not address serious accessibility, drainage, and 
safety issues at this site. 
 
Trail running between N. 26th Street and N. Vermont Street --  The proposal is 
for a new kiosk at the top of the trail near N. 26th Street.  The Commission 
concluded that the proposed kiosk duplicates the services provided by an already 
existing kiosk located at the bottom of the trail near N. Vermont Street. 
 
Woodstock Park --  The proposal is for a new double-bay swing set.  This 
proposal would require the removal of existing play equipment and one or more 
trees, the relocation of an existing trash receptacle, and the installation of a 
small retaining wall.  These items and their related costs were not addressed in 
the proposal.  In addition, the Commission concluded that it is not appropriate to 
use Small Park Program funding to remove or replace existing play equipment in 
a County park. 
 
MAINTENANCE IMPACT:  None of the projects is expected to have significant 
maintenance impacts on the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community 
Resources with the exception of the project in Oakgrove Park, which will be 
installing new play equipment, will require regular maintenance. The projects at 
Butler Holmes Park, Bailey’s Branch Park, Glencarlyn CCA, Ft. Barnard Heights 
Park, Madison Manor Park, Reevesland, and Slater Park will have minimal 
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impacts to maintenance since the improvements do not require regular and on-
going maintenance beyond those levels currently occurring in the parks.  The 
applicants for the projects at Hillside Park, the right-of-way at Danville Street and 
Clarendon Boulevard, and the Gulf Branch Nature Center will be asked to share 
maintenance responsibilities with the County via an Adopt-A-Park agreement.   
Maintenance of the projects at Lyon Park, Mace Park, and Long Branch 
Elementary School will be the sole responsibility of the applicants. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS:  The Small Parks Program is funded through Pay-As-You-Go 
Capital Improvement Program funds for the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Community Resources.  Funds are available from the Fiscal Year 2002 and Fiscal 
Year 2003 funds. 
 
Attachments 
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February 4, 2003 
 
 
Hon. Paul Ferguson, Chairman 
Arlington County Board 
Courthouse Plaza One, Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Re: FY2003 Small Parks Projects 
 
Dear Paul, 
 
The Arlington County Park and Recreation Commission met January 28, 2003 to 
determine which projects should be recommended for funding under the Small Parks 
Program.  This year, the Commission has a total of $62,664 available to disperse at its 
discretion for Small Parks projects.  The Commission received thirty-six (36) Letters of 
Intent for this years Small Parks Program, for which twenty-one (21) completed Final 
Proposals were submitted and reviewed.  I am forwarding a recommendation to approve 
funding for fourteen (14) of these projects at the February 22, 2003 County Board 
Meeting. 
 
The applications reviewed by the Commission this year were for worthwhile projects and 
demonstrated substantial community support.  The Commission recommends that the 
County Board approve $62,664 for the following fourteen (14) projects: 
 

• Butler Holmes Park (new split rail fencing - $4,840) 
• Bailey’s Branch Park – (new fencing to protect eroding slope, magnolia tree - 

$1,400) 
• Reevesland (standard park kiosk - $1,600) 
• Glencarlyn Community Canine Area (erosion control, educational signage - 

$5,260) 
• Lyon Park (one double-bay swing set - $6,644) 
• Hillside Park (invasive removal, benches, trash receptacles  - $4,136) 
• Mace Park (ATV spring-rider, benches, trash receptacle - $2,373) 
• Danville/Clarendon Pedestrian Refuge (concrete paver walkway, benches, 

trash receptacle, landscaping - $4,348) 
• Ft. Barnard Heights Park (kiosk, benches, picnic table w/gameboard, 

landscaping - $7,321) 
• Oakgrove Park (new tot lot - $7,452) 
• Madison Manor Park (benches, paved pathway - $5,720) 
• Slater Park (park entry sign, asphalt pathway - $7,150) 
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• Gulf Branch Nature Center (invasive plant removal - $2,000) 
• Long Branch Elementary School Learning Garden (bench, 2 birdhouses, 3 

bird feeders, bird bath, plant ID markers, sign - $2,420)  
 

Installation of the improvements are anticipated to take place during the 2003 calendar 
year. 
 
The Park and Recreation Commission is pleased to play a role in the implementation of 
this popular and successful program.  Thank you for making the Small Park Program 
available to the residents of Arlington County. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tobin L. Smith, Chair 
Arlington Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Erik Beach, Staff Coordinator 

Carol Ann Perovshek, Small Park Program Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9 

 
  
 
 


