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February 14, 2003 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: GP-284-03-1 Adoption of General Land Use Plan Amendments: 

from “Low-Medium” Residential” to “Public” or inclusion of a 
“General Location of Open Space” symbol for the area generally 
located at the southeast corner of Columbia Pike and S. Columbus 
Street; from “Low” Residential  (11-15 units/acre) to “Low” 
Residential (1-10 units/acre) for the area generally bounded by S. 
Columbus Street, Four Mile Run Park, S. George Mason Drive, and 
10th Street South; and an inclusion of a "General Location of Open 
Space" symbol for the area generally located on the south side of 
Columbia Pike between South Quincy Street and South Monroe 
Street. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  Adopt the attached resolution to amend the General 

Land Use Plan as follows: 
 

A. Add a “General Location of Open Space” symbol 
for the area generally located at the southeast 
corner of Columbia Pike and S. Columbus Street 
(Area 1); 

 
B. Change the land use designation from “Low” 

Residential (11-15 units per acre) to “Low” 
Residential (1-10 units per acre) for the area 
generally bounded by S. Columbus Street, Four 
Mile Run Park, S. George Mason Drive, and 10th 
Street South (Area 2); and 

 
C. Add a “General Location of Open Space” symbol 

for the area generally located on the south side 
of Columbia Pike between South Quincy Street 
and South Monroe Street (Area 3) 

 
BACKGROUND 
In March of 2002, the County Board adopted the Columbia Pike Initiative – A 
Revitalization Plan.  This plan included a development framework and vision for the 
Corridor and 25 recommendations for implementation pertaining to land use, zoning, 
and urban design, transportation, and economic development incentives.  Specifically, 
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the plan recommended several changes to the General Land Use Plan, to help foster a 
walkable, vibrant community with a mix of office residential, and retail development 
through revitalization and new development.   
 
In December 2002, the County Board approved General Land Use Plan amendments 
including the change in boundaries of the existing Columbia Pike Special Revitalization 
District and incorporating four additional areas into the Columbia Pike Special 
Revitalization District, the intersection of George Mason Drive, areas east and west of 
Four Mile Run, and the western boundary of Fairfax County.  Other approved 
amendments included the inclusion of an open space symbol generally located at the 
Adams Square Shopping Center and reconciling the General Land Use Plan with the 
underlying commercial zoning districts at two locations.   
 
In addition, on December 17, 2002 and January 11, 2003, the County Board authorized 
the advertisement of public hearings for additional General Land Use Plan amendments, 
which are the subject of this report.   
 
DISCUSSION 
The Columbia Pike Initiative – A Revitalization Plan recommended that the area 
generally located at the southeast corner of Columbia Pike and S. Columbus Street be a 
new gateway entry feature to Four Mile Run Park and be designated on the General 
Land Use Plan as “Public” (Area 1).  Since the adoption of that Plan, there has been 
additional review and discussion on this proposed General Land Use Plan amendment.  
At this time, the placement of an open space symbol would be the appropriate action to 
communicate the desire for open space and/or public uses in any future private or 
public redevelopment of this area.   Therefore, staff is recommending that the open 
space symbol be placed on the General Land Use Plan at this general location.  
 
Although it is outside of the Columbia Pike Special Revitalization District, the Columbia 
Pike Initiative – A Revitalization Plan included a recommendation to change from “Low” 
Residential (11-15 units/acre) to “Low” Residential (1-10 units per acre), the area 
generally located between S. Columbus Street, Four Mile Run Park, S. George Mason 
Drive, and 10th Street South (Area 2 on Map 2).  This change on the General Land Use 
Plan was very important to the community during the Columbia Pike Initiative planning 
process.  This area is currently developed as single family and the proposed 
amendment would be consistent with the existing “R-6” One-Family zoning district and 
how this area should be developed in the future.  Therefore, staff recommends that this 
General Land Use Plan amendment be approved. 
 
Finally, an addition of a “General Location of Open Space” symbol for the area generally 
located on the south side of Columbia Pike, mid-block between S. Quincy Street and S. 
Monroe Street, should also be approved.  Throughout the Columbia Pike Initiative 
process, the community strongly supported a break in the block between S. Monroe 
Street and S. Quincy Street as part of any future redevelopment in that area.  This 
proposal was specifically brought up by the Douglas Park Civic Association at the 
December 17th County Board meeting.  Although outside of the Revitalization District, 
this block is extremely long and could be considered a “super” block.  To be consistent 
with the vision of the Columbia Pike Initiative in general, a break in the block for open 
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space would be appropriate.  This symbol on the General Land Use Plan would be a 
guide for any future redevelopment in that area.   
 
CONCLUSION 
The proposed General Land Use Plan amendments are consistent to the vision set forth 
in the Columbia Pike Initiative – A Revitalization Plan.  Therefore it is recommended 
that the County Board adopt the attached resolution to amend the General Land Use 
Plan.
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GENERAL LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENTS RESOLUTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the County Board of Arlington County has been presented with 
proposed amendments of the General Land Use Plan (“GLUP”), a part of the County’s 
Comprehensive Plan, to amend and include a “General Location of Open Space” symbol 
for the area generally located at the southeast corner of Columbia Pike and S. Columbus 
Street (Area 1); change the land use designation from “Low” Residential (11-15 units 
per acre) to “Low” Residential (11-15 units per acre) for the area generally bounded by 
S. Columbus Street, Four Mile Run Park, S. George Mason Drive, and 10th Street South 
(Area 2); and include a “General Location of Open Space” symbol for the area generally 
located on the south side of Columbia Pike between South Quincy Street and South 
Monroe Street (Area 3). 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Manager has recommended that the proposed 
amendments be approved; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has recommended that the proposed 
amendments be approved at their February 10, 2003 Planning Commission meeting; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Board of Arlington County has considered the foregoing 
recommendations and the purposes of the General Land Use Plan and the 
Comprehensive Plan as set forth in these documents, the Arlington County Zoning 
Ordinance and the Code of Virginia; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Board of Arlington County held a duly advertised public 
hearing on the proposed amendments to the GLUP on February 22, 2003. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that, based on the aforementioned considerations, 
deliberations and all public comments, the County Board of Arlington County finds that 
the proposed amendment to the General Land Use Plan should be, and hereby is, 
approved to include a to “General Location of Open Space” symbol for the area 
generally located at the southeast corner of Columbia Pike and S. Columbus Street 
(Area 1); change the land use designation from “Low” Residential (11-15 units per acre) 
to “Low” Residential (11-15 units per acre) for the area generally bounded by S. 
Columbus Street, Four Mile Run Park, S. George Mason Drive, and 10th Street South 
(Area 2); and include a “General Location of Open Space” symbol for the area generally 
located on the south side of Columbia Pike between South Quincy Street and South 
Monroe Street (Area 3). 
 


