
STAFF:  Mark Penn, Fire Department 
            Susan Allen, Department of Human Services 
County Attorney: _______________ 
 
County Board Meeting – February 22, 2003 

February 10, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Appropriation of Emergency Management Grants from the Federal 

Government 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   1. Appropriate $118,943 in FY 2003 from  

the U.S. Department of Justice 
Equipment Grant Program  (001.749), to 
the Fire Department (001.244) to provide 
upgraded self contained breathing 
apparatus for chemical, radiological and 
biological incidents for Fire and 
Emergency Medical Services personnel. 

2.  Appropriate $40,316 in FY 2003 from the 
Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management (001.749) to the Fire 
Department (001.244) for all hazards 
planning. 

    3.  Appropriate $70,000 in FY2003 
from the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (001.0749); 
$2,915 to the Fire Department 
(001.243), $3,680 To the Police 
Department (001.220) and $63,405 
to the Department of Human 
Services (001.413) for 
reimbursement of a mock smallpox 
vaccination clinic that was held on 
January 11, 2003. 

  
ISSUE: Should the County Board appropriate the Federal Grant money 

according to the recommendations? 
 
BACKGROUND: 1. Virginia has recently received grants from the U.S. 
Department of Justice to assist Virginia localities in preparation for their response 
to weapons of mass destruction (WMD) incidents.  The Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management is the designated state agency charged to manage 
these grants.   



 

These grants may be used to purchase specific equipment for response to WMD 
incidents.  These grants represent money from Federal Fiscal years 1999 through 
2002.  Each Virginia locality has been awarded money on a per capita basis.  
Arlington County has been awarded the following amounts: 
 
Grant Year Award Amount 
1999 $3,778 
2000 $16,978 
2001 $17,514 
2002 $80,673 
Total Award $118,943 
 
The Fire Department will utilize these funds to purchase new regulators for their 
self contained breathing apparatus (SCBA), which will allow Fire and EMS 
personnel to enter atmospheres which contain chemical, biological or radiological 
agents.  Our current regulators are not certified for use in atmospheres where 
these agents are present. 
 
2. The County will receive $40,316 from the Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management, to be used to enhance all hazards planning.  The County will use 
this money to update our existing Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan. 
 
3. The County has received an amendment to our existing contract with the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services for the development of a Metropolitan 
Medical Response System, which provides $70,000 for the reimbursement of a 
mock smallpox vaccination clinic that was held on January 11, 2003. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: To complete the purchase of the needed SCBA  regulators, 
the Fire Department will use $3,667 from equipment funds in the current FY2003 
budget.  Funds provided for all hazards planning will fully pay for the planned 
updates to the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.  The 
reimbursement for the smallpox vaccination clinic reimburses the County for 
costs already expended. 
 


