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County Board Meeting – January 11, 2003 

 December 30, 2002 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Request to Advertise a Special Designation by non-codified 

ordinance two trees on public property: 1) Designation as a 
“Specimen Tree” of the white oak (Quercus alba) located on County 
street right-of-way in front of 5618 16th Street North.  2) 
Designation as a “Heritage Tree” of the southern red oak (Quercus 
falcata), often referred to as “The George Washington Tree”, 
located on the grounds of Arlington’s Water Pollution Control Plant. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize advertisement of a public hearing on February 22nd, 

2003 to designate two trees located on public property (one as a 
“Specimen Tree” and one as a “Heritage Tree”) in accordance with 
Arlington County’s Tree Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 67, Trees 
and Shrubs) so that they are subject to protection from removal or 
injury.  

 
DISCUSSION:  The preservation of Arlington’s trees and enhancement of tree canopy 
coverage has been identified as a top priority by the Arlington County Board and 
citizens.  
 
Both trees recommended for designation through Arlington County’s Tree Preservation 
Ordinance are currently included on Arlington’s Notable Tree List and are of special 
significance.  The following information describes each tree and the reasons why they 
are recommended for special designation: 
 
White Oak (Quercus alba) on County Street right-of-way in front of 5618 16th Street 
North 
 
 
This white oak meets the criteria in the Tree Preservation Ordinance as a Specimen 
Tree.  The Notable Tree Committee has given it a certificate for its size. Its score is 
equivalent to 90% of the County’s largest white oak!  It is in excellent condition and the 
tree’s form is extraordinary.  It acts as a focal point for the neighborhood.   
 
 
 
Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata) on grounds of Arlington County Water Pollution 
Control Plan 
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This southern red oak meets the criteria from the Tree Preservation Ordinance for a 
Heritage Tree.  The Notable Tree Committee has given it a certificate for its historical 
significance.  The tree is estimated to be over 300 years old.  It is 130 feet tall with a 
circumference of almost 18 feet.  “The George Washington Tree” gets its name from the 
notion that the tree was surveyed by our first president. The “George Washington Tree” 
is a majestic reminder of a time when trees were considered sentinels upon the 
landscape. 


