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REVISED REPORT 
 
    January 9, 2003 
 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Request to Advertise a General Land Use Plan Amendment to include 

a "General Location of Open Space" symbol on the south side of 
Columbia Pike between South Quincy Street and South Monroe Street 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the advertisement of public hearings on a 

proposed amendment to the General Land Use Plan, 
by the Planning Commission on January 27, 2003 
February 10, 2003, and by the County Board on 
February 8, 2003 February 22, 2003.   

 
DISCUSSION 
In March 2002, the County Board adopted The Columbia Pike Initiative - A 
Revitalization Plan (CPI Plan).  The CPI Plan was the culmination of Phase I, a 3 year 
Columbia Pike Initiative (CPI) effort to develop a plan to revitalize Columbia Pike.  The 
goal of the Initiative was to build a safer, cleaner, more competitive and vibrant 
Columbia Pike community.  As part of Phase II - Implementation, a series of planning, 
zoning, transportation, and economic development incentive initiatives were brought 
forward to the County Board for consideration at the December 17, 2002 County Board 
Meeting.  During the citizen comment period at that meeting, inclusion of an open space 
symbol on the General Land Use Plan for the area between South Quincy Street and 
South Monroe Street was requested by a member of the Douglas Park Civic Association. 
  At that time, the County Board directed staff to develop a Request to Advertise for the 
requested General Land Use Plan Amendment. 
 
The Columbia Pike corridor plays a key role in the future of the surrounding 
neighborhoods and serves as South Arlington’s Main Street. This area has both a 
commercial and residential character that includes vital neighborhood retail and 
community facilities.  Under Phase I of the Columbia Pike Initiative, The Columbia Pike 
Initiative - A Revitalization Plan (CPI Plan), which was adopted by the County Board in 
March 2002, recommended developing walkable, vibrant mixed-use nodes through 
revitalization and new development, with transition areas between them that are 
residential in character.  
 
In a letter addressed to the County Board and sent just prior to adoption of the CPI Plan 
in March (see attached), the Douglas Park Civic Association requested additional 
planning guidance for redevelopment for the properties located on the south side of 
Columbia Pike between South Quincy Street and South Monroe Street.  Specific 
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recommendations for additions to the CPI Plan were: (1) the inclusion of an open space 
symbol in this general area (see attached map), (2) establishing street connections to 
break up the “superblock” by extending Oakland and Pollard Street, and (3) 
redevelopment of the existing multi-family housing in a mixed-use scenario, to include 
small retail, office, and residential uses, as well as community meeting space and 
recreational facilities.  These recommendations were acknowledged in the “final” 
document but no changes to the CPI Plan were made, since the requested changes were 
outside of the proposed boundaries of the Columbia Pike Special Revitalization District, 
where redevelopment is most likely to occur. 
 
The CPI Plan does not give specific guidance on the transition areas between the 
identified development nodes, such as the properties located between South Quincy 
Street and South Monroe Street on the south side of Columbia Pike.  However, there 
has been interest expressed by the Douglas Park Civic Association in providing 
additional planning guidance for redevelopment of these areas.  The General Land Use 
Plan amendment to include an open space symbol in the area south of Columbia Pike 
between South Quincy Street and South Monroe Street is proposed for advertisement in 
response to community comments expressed at the December 17, 2002 County Board 
Meeting.   
 
The Request to Advertise is the first step in the General Land Use Plan amendment 
process.  Authorizing the advertisement of an amendment does not imply that the 
County Board supports the proposed changes.  If the County Board authorizes the 
advertisement, public hearing dates for the Planning Commission and the County Board 
are set and publicly advertised, and a staff recommendation is developed, based on 
review and analysis of the issues involved in the proposed General Land Use Plan 
amendment. It is anticipated that staff will study the impact of the proposed General 
Land Use Plan Amendment, as well as the other planning measures discussed in the 
Douglas Park Civic Association letter to the County Board, prior to County Board action 
on this matter. 
 
Therefore, it is recommended that the County Board advertise the General Land Use 
Plan amendment to include a "General Location of Open Space" symbol on the south 
side of Columbia Pike between South Quincy Street and South Monroe Street for public 
hearing by the Planning Commission on January 27, 2003 February 10, 2003, and by 
the County Board on February 8, 2003 February 22, 2003.   


