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    June 29, 2003 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: Saltpot Incorporated, t/a Tutto Bene Restaurant 
  501 North Randolph Street 
  Arlington, Virginia  22203 
 
 BY: Orlando Murillo, Restaurant President 
 
SUBJECT: U-2640-89-3 Use Permit Review of live entertainment and 

dancing; premises known as 501 North Randolph Street (Tutto 
Bene Restaurant) (RPC #14-060-001.) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Renew, subject to all previous conditions, with a 

review in three (3) years.  (July 2006) 
 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: The applicant was granted a use permit amendment to expand 

its existing live entertainment use permit in conjunction with 
expanding the restaurant.  This is the first review of the live 
entertainment since it was expanded.  However, the expansion 
of the use has not posed problems in the neighborhood.  The 
Ashton Heights Civic Association has not expressed concerns 
regarding this use during the review period.  Staff continues to 
seek the Association's position on this use.  The use has 
operated in compliance with the conditions of use permit 
approval, and there have been no complaints to County 
agencies.  Therefore, it is recommended that the use permit for 
live entertainment be renewed subject to all previous conditions 
with a review in three (3) years.  (July 2006) 

 
BACKGROUND:  The applicant (“Tutto Bene”) began operating live entertainment at 
this location in 1989 with 66 seats under use permit approval. The use permit was 
continued in 1990 with a three (3) year review and in 1993 it was continued with no 
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further review.  The applicant purchased the adjoining commercial space in September 
2000 and expanded the existing restaurant to 143 seats.  The approved use permit 
conditions permitted live entertainment from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Wednesday 
and Thursday and from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. on Friday and Saturday.  However, 
these conditions did not allow dancing by musicians or customers in conjunction with 
the live entertainment.  The applicant submitted a use permit amendment request to 
expand the live entertainment to include: expanding the live entertainment into the 
newly acquired space, increasing the hours of live entertainment and allowing customer 
dancing.  The Ashton Heights Civic Association did not oppose the requested changes 
to the existing use permit; however, the President of the Association recommended a 
short review period due to the introduction of dancing into the live entertainment use 
permit.  The applicant was granted the expansion with a review period of six (6) 
months. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The use permit review is the first review since County Board approval 
of the expansion of the use in July 2001.  However, the use has continued to operate in 
a manner that has not adversely impacted the area or the neighborhood.  The live 
entertainment operation continues to operate in compliance with conditions of use 
permit approvals and consistently with other pertinent regulations and codes and 
without complaints regarding the live entertainment during the review period. 
 
Since The Use Permit Amendment (July 28, 2001) 
 

• Use Permit Conditions:  Use has remained in compliance with the conditions of 
use permit approval to expand the existing live entertainment in the restaurant 
during the review period. 

 
• Community Code Enforcement:  The site is in compliance with conditions of use 

permit approval and there have been no complaints regarding the use permit.  
Concern has been raised regarding handicapped accessibility at the main 
entrance to the building along the North Randolph Street frontage of the site.  
The restaurant does provide accessibility directly from the parking lot, located on 
the side of the building adjacent to the American Service Center.  The 
Department of Public Works will be making road improvements in the vicinity of 
the restaurant in the fall of 2003.  The applicant has agreed to work with the 
DPW to address providing accessibility to the main entrance to the site along 
North Randolph Road at that time.   

 
• Police Department:  No concerns have been raised regarding the use permit for 

live entertainment.  The Police Department does not oppose renewal of the use 
permit for live entertainment. 
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• Fire Marshal’s Office:  Fire Marshal's Office staff report that the use is in 
compliance with fire code regulations in the County, including securing the 
required assembly permit. 

 
• State ABC Board:  ABC staff report no issues with the use during the review 

period.  They remain neutral to renewal of the use permit. 
 

• Civic Associations:  The Ashton Heights Civic Association has not expressed a 
position on the use permit review.  Staff continues to seek the Association's 
position.   

 
CONCLUSION:  The applicant has accommodated the expanded live entertainment 
without adverse impacts to nearby residential neighborhoods since July 2001.  Parking 
is adequate for the numbers of customers permitted in the restaurant.  The restaurant 
is surrounded by commercial uses, which provide an effective buffer absorbing any 
potential adverse impacts on the Ashton Heights neighborhood.  Therefore it is 
recommended that the use permit for live entertainment and dancing, subject to all 
previous conditions, be renewed with a review in three (3) years.  (July 2006) 
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 PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:  
 

July 7, 1973    Deferred a request (U-1933-73-1) to provide 
live entertainment in conjunction with a 
restaurant. 

 
July 9, 1973    Approved a request (U-1933-73-1) to provide 

live entertainment with conditions. 
 

July 13, 1974    Continued a request (U-1933-73-1) to provide 
live entertainment with a review in one (1) 
year. 

 
July 12, 1975    Discontinued a request (U-1933-73-1) to 

provide live entertainment. 
 

December 10, 1977   Deferred use permit request (U-2141-77-2) to 
provide live entertainment to January 7, 1978. 

 
July 29, 1978    Continued use permit request (U-2141-77-2) to 

provide live entertainment in conjunction with 
restaurant. 

 
July 10, 1979    Continued use permit request (U-2141-77-2) to 

provide live entertainment in conjunction with 
a restaurant with a review in two (2) years. 

 
June 2, 1989    Deferred a use permit request (U-2640-89-3) 

to provide live entertainment to July 8, 1989. 
 

July 11, 1989    Approved a use permit request (U-2640-89-3) 
to provide live entertainment, subject to two 
conditions of the staff report and with a review 
in one (1) year. 

 
July 24, 1990    Continued use permit request (U-2640-89-3) 

for live entertainment in an existing restaurant 
with a review in three (3) years. 
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July 27, 1993 Continued a use permit request (U-2640-89-3) 

for live entertainment, subject to all previous 
conditions, and with no further review. 

 
July 28, 2001 Approved use permit amendment (U-2640-89-

3) permitting expansion of the location and 
hours of operation of the live entertainment 
and permitting dancing as part of the approved 
live entertainment use permit with a review in 
six (6) months.  (January 2002) 


