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    June 30, 2003 
 
TO:  
 The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: Clarendon Alliance 
 

 BY: Sona A. Virdi, Executive Director 
  3195 Wilson Boulevard 
   Arlington, Virginia  22201 
  
SUBJECT: U-3043-02-1 Use Permit Request for an open-air market; premises 

known as 2000 block of 15th Street North.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Renew the use permit for an open air Antiques and 

Collectibles Market subject to all previous conditions 
with a review in three (3) years.  (July 2006) 

 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: The County Board approved relocation of the subject open-air 

Antiques and Collectibles Market from 2900 Wilson Boulevard to the 
2000 block of 15th Street North in the Courthouse Metro Station 
area.  The use has been operational since December 2002 and 
continues to operate for the general public on Saturdays only 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  While some 
concerns have been voiced by the owner of the Strayer University 
site regarding the proximity of the vendors to the Strayer University 
side of Clarendon Boulevard, there have been no complaints or 
concerns otherwise regarding the operation and/or the vendors.  
The use continues to operate in compliance with the conditions of 
use permit approval. 

 
BACKGROUND:  The subject open-air market began operations in September 2001 at 
2900 Wilson Boulevard.  During the year that the use operated at 2900 Wilson 
Boulevard, it operated in compliance with the use permit conditions and with minimal 
complaints to County agencies.  The County Board approved a use permit allowing the 
Market to relocate to the Courthouse Metro area.  The use became operational at the 
new location in December 2002.  The applicant was required to coordinate its move to 
the Courthouse area with the Police Department, the Fire Department and the 
Department of Public Works to ensure that the closure of 15th Street North, the 
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location of the Market, met the requirements of these departments as required by 
Condition #11 of the use permit approval.  The applicant presented the subject 
proposal to the County's Special Events Committee and became operational in 
December 2002.  The County Board required that the use permit review occur eight (8) 
months following approval of a Certificate of Occupancy.  
 
DISCUSSION:  The use has operated in compliance with the conditions of use permit 
approval and without complaints on its operation.  Upon becoming operational the 
applicant was required to make adjustments to its layout including providing a 20-foot 
lane that would be free of vehicles and vending tables or materials for fire safety 
access.  In addition, the Police Department required relocation of a couple of signs to 
ensure public safety.  The applicant made the adjustments immediately and has 
maintained the safety measures.  Also, the owner of the neighboring property, the 
Strayer University building, expressed concern that the applicant's proximity to the 
Strayer University was unacceptable.  The layout of the vendor vehicles on the 
Clarendon Boulevard demonstrated that vendor vehicles would not block the entrances 
to Strayer University or the SunTrust Bank in this area.  Staff visited the site and 
evaluated this concern regarding the location of the vehicles and regarding the open 
lane requirement of the Fire Department.  It was determined that the distance 
maintained by the applicant was consistent with the safety concerns of the Fire 
Department and that neither the entrance to the SunTrust Bank nor Strayer University 
was being compromised.  To date staff is not aware of other concerns regarding this 
use permit.  
 
Since County Board Approval (November 19, 2002): 
 

• Use Permit Conditions:  The use has generally operated in compliance with the 
conditions of use permit approval. 

 
• Community Code Enforcement:  Staff report that the use is in compliance with 

use permit conditions.  The site is well maintained and the streets are cleaned of 
all debris and trash daily following the close of business. 

 
• Police Department:  The Police Department reports that with the exception of the 

initial location of signs and a couple of sawhorses, which were addressed by the 
applicant, there have been no concerns with the use. 

 
• Fire Marshal’s Office:  The Fire Marshal's Office has not reported concerns with 

the use permit.  A quick check revealed that the applicant continues to maintain 
the 20-foot wide safety lane required by the Fire Marshal's Office. 

 
• Civic Associations:  The Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association was notified of 

the subject review.  In the past the Association has accepted the Market's 
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operation at this location.  To date, staff has not received a response from the 
Association.  Staff will continue to seek the Association's position. 

 
CONCLUSION:  Staff supports continuation of the subject open-air antiques and 
collectibles market.  The use has operated in compliance with the conditions of use 
permit approval and without complaints to County agencies.  The use has not had an 
adverse impact on the area.  Conditions of use permit approval remain in place aimed 
at mitigating potential impacts from the subject use in addition to the applicant's 
established Rules of Compliance that generally apply to the Market's vendors.  The 
parking resources in the Courthouse area including the Courthouse Plaza underground 
parking garage and nearby on-street parking have adequately supported the subject 
use and there have been no complaints from the nearby Farmer's Market.  Therefore, it 
is recommended that the use permit be renewed subject to all previous conditions with 
a review in three (3) years.  (July 2006)  
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 PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:   
 
 November 19, 2002 Approved use permit (U-3043-02-1) for operation of 

an open air antiques and collectibles market located 
in the 2000 block of 15th Street North with a review in 
eight (8) months.  (July 2003) 


