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July 9, 2003 
 

To:   The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
From:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
Subject: Amendment to the Comprehensive Plan - Master Transportation 

Plan - Part I, to add 9th Street North between North Lincoln Street 
and North Jackson Street. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   Adopt an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan 

- Master Transportation Plan-Part I, to add 9th 
Street North between North Lincoln and North 
Jackson Streets. 

 
ISSUE:        Should the Comprehensive Plan, Master Transportation Plan–Part I,  

  be amended to add an extended Ninth Street North between North 
Lincoln and North Jackson Streets?     

 
SUMMARY: The recently adopted Virginia Square Sector Plan calls for the 

development of a new section of 9th Street North between North 
Lincoln and North Jackson streets.  This action will add the planned 
new section of 9th Street to the County’s Master Transportation 
Plan to enable future construction of the street with redevelopment 
of the area.  

 
BACKGROUND:  After extensive public consideration the County Board adopted 
the Virginia Square Sector Plan in December 2002.  The plan makes numerous 
recommendations regarding land use intensities and zoning, urban character, 
streetscape design and public facility needs for the portion of the Rosslyn - 
Ballston Corridor that lies Between North Quincy and North Jackson Streets.  
(See Figure 1.)  One area of attention in the plan is the provision of east-west 
pedestrian and vehicular access in the area between Wilson Boulevard and 
Fairfax Drive.  The plan maintains a recommendation of previous County plans in 
calling for an enhanced pedestrian walkway along the 9th Street corridor.  
However, the newly adopted Virginia Square Sector Plan calls for the 
construction of a vehicular travelway within the 9th Street corridor in addition to  
the walkway.  Development has occurred between North Monroe and North 
Lincoln Streets which precludes 9th Street for motor vehicles in this block. 
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Actions are currently being undertaken to adopt the Virginia Square Sector Plan’s 
recommendations for changes to the Zoning Ordinance and General Land Use 
Plan (“GLUP”) for the eastern portion of Virginia Square.  The Master 
Transportation Plan amendments are being recommended concurrently with the 
Zoning Ordinance changes.  The County Board adopted the GLUP changes on 
June 14, 2003. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Pedestrian and vehicular circulation in the Virginia Square area 
between North Lincoln and North Jackson Streets is significantly constrained by 
the lack of east-west streets or pathways.  The lack of an intermediate street 
complicates access to new buildings, requiring more turning movements on and 
off of Wilson Boulevard and Fairfax Drive and also reduces opportunities for 
future development to locate driveways and loading bays away from the primary 
pedestrian and retail areas.  An amendment to the Master Transportation Plan to 
provide for a new street will help to form a local street grid which is in character 
with the planned urban nature of the Virginia Square area.   
 
The new sections of 9th Street North are to be constructed to a design consistent 
with the goals identified for the recently adopted “Special Coordinated 
Development Mixed-Use District” in the General Land Use Plan, the urban design 
guidelines included in the 2002 Virginia Square Sector Plan, and the 
WALKArlington Rosslyn-Ballston Corridor Pilot guidelines (under development).  
The right-of-way is to be developed with special elements such as adjacent open 
spaces, public art, street furniture, shade trees, ornamental plantings and special 
paving and the roadway is to be kept to the minimum width needed to service 
the immediate area. 
    
The Transportation Commission at its June 18, 2003 meeting voted to support 
the proposed plan amendment.  The Planning Commission is scheduled to 
consider the matter at its meeting on July 7, 2003.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  No County funding is needed for the amendment to the 
Master Transportation Plan.  Construction of the new street is expected to take 
place with or following redevelopment of the adjacent properties.   Much of the 
right-of-way and construction costs are expected to be borne by the developers 
of the properties.  At this time, no County funds have been appropriated or 
programmed in the Capital Improvement Program for street right-of-way 
acquisition or roadway construction.   
 
 


