
   
 

 

July 9, 2003 
 
TO:   The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of project work under Agreement No. 159-02 between the 

County Board and Samaha Associates, P.C.  to Provide Planning, 
Architectural and Engineering Services for the Renovation of the 
George Mason Center at 1801 North George Mason Drive 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  
  

1. Approve project work under Agreement No. 159-02 
between the County Board and Samaha Associates, P.C. to 
provide Planning, Architectural and Engineering Services 
for the renovation 1801 George Mason Drive and services 
as needed for the other structures in the North Edison 
complex in the amount of $225,000 plus a contingency of 
$25,000 for a total authorization of $250,000. 

  
2. Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the contract 

documents subject to review by the County Attorney. 
 
ISSUE:  None 
 
SUMMARY:   There are five existing County owned structures in the “North 

Edison Complex” between George Mason Drive, Edison Street, 
North 19th Street and the Virginia Hospital Center.  The complex 
housed many DHS programs until relocated to 3033 Wilson 
Boulevard.  Other programs will relocate to a renovated Fenwick 
Center on South Walter Reed Drive in 2004.  Several DHS programs 
will continue at the site and other County uses are being 
considered for some buildings.  The proposed Board actions will 
authorize planning, architectural and engineering services for a 
comprehensive renovation of the George Mason Center and 
services as needed for the other structures in the North Edison 
complex.   

 
 
 
 
 
STAFF: David Alberts, OSS Facility Planning Division 
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office: _____ 
 
County Board Meeting – July 19, 2003 



   
 

 

BACKGROUND: The George Mason building has been used largely as turnover space 
since DHS moved most of its staff to 3033 Wilson Boulevard.  The entire lower level and 
much of the main floor requires renovation before the building can be reoccupied.   
Improvements in ADA accessibility, HVAC upgrades, a fire sprinkler system and other 
current building code requirements will be incorporated into the project.  Although 
current plans anticipate relocating the Arlington County ACAP program to this facility, 
the improvements are appropriate to other County uses. 
 
Samaha Associates P.C. recently conducted a renovation feasibility study of the George 
Mason Center under Contract No. 159-02 between that firm and the Arlington County 
Board.  Under that Contract, any project that exceeds $50,000 must be approved by 
the County Board, to comply with paragraph 4-107(3) of the Arlington County Purchase 
Resolution.  The recommended Board actions will satisfy that requirement. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: This contract for planning, architectural and engineering services will 
be funded from the DHS Facility Renovations-Construction Account 013 Agency 039 
appropriated in the FY2001 CIP PAYGO.  Construction funding based upon plans and 
cost estimates developed in this contract will be considered in the FY2005-2010 CIP. 
 
 


