
July 1, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Approve an Award of Contract to Build a SkatePark at the New Community 

Park called Powhatan Springs Park, 6020 Wilson Boulevard, Sole Source 
Contract. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: A. Approve the award of Contract in the amount 

of $347,750 to California SkateParks, Inc. and 
approve an allocation of $32,250 contingency 
for change orders and increased quantities for 
a total contract authorization of $380,000. 

 
 B. Delegate to the Purchasing Agent the authority 

 to sign the contract documents subject to 
 review by the County Attorney. 

 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: The County Board adopted the master plan for this new 5.34-acre 

community park in 1999. The park will feature a youth-size athletic 
field for soccer and lacrosse, a skatepark for skateboarding and 
inline skating, a children's interactive nature area, interpretive trails 
and other site amenities. Approximately one-half of the park will 
remain a natural area.  

  

   Four park design workshops were held with the community from  
   Fall 2001 through Spring 2002. At the workshops, the community  
   participated in the overall park design, the design of the specific  
   features of the skatepark and of the children’s interactive nature  
   area and operations and management of the park. Park designers  
   for Powhatan Springs Park is the design firm of Oculus with   
   assistance from a team of talented consultants. 

 
   This contract award will implement the construction of the   
   skatepark. A separate award will be requested for the general park  
   construction. Art elements will be constructed under a separate  
   contract with artist Jann Rosen-Queralt, who was part of the design 
   team for the project. 
 
STAFF: Robert Capper, Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Resources, Planning and Design 
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office (if needed):____________  
County Board Meeting: July 19, 2003 



   The sole source request for use of the artist has already been  
   approved by the Purchasing Division of the Department of   
   Management and Finance. 
 
BACKGROUND: An extensive search was conducted for skatepark contractors that 
possess the necessary experience, resources and specialized abilities critical to the 
success of a world-class skatepark. The sources of this search included the internet, 
trade magazines, project management references and site visits of completed 
skateparks and parks currently under construction. Staff also received referrals from 
local skaters, other local parks departments and Purkiss Rose-rsi, skatepark design 
consultants for the project. 
 
The search provided names of companies that have constructed skateparks. Those with 
no experience building concrete skateparks were eliminated from further consideration, 
since the skatepark at Powhatan Springs Park will be constructed of concrete. The field 
was narrowed to five contractors that exhibited experience with concrete skateparks of 
a similar size to the one planned for Powhatan Springs Park. A pre-qualification 
questionnaire was sent to these five firms in order to evaluate the degree to which they 
met the criteria established by Arlington County. 
 
Through use of the questionnaire, it was discovered that several of the companies used 
local labor and relied on a minimal amount of experienced supervision. Few companies 
had significant experience building skateparks and fewer yet had built many public 
skateparks.  
 
Research conducted by staff concluded that only California SkateParks, Inc. has the 
technical expertise, professionalism and soundness of structure required by Arlington 
County for its skatepark. They have extensive experience specializing in the design and 
construction of successful municipal skateparks and are a company whose reputation 
for building quality skateparks will provide a draw for skaters and will be a source of 
pride for Arlington County. This selection was borne out by the fact that no other 
skatepark contractors became pre-qualified when the project was out for bid the first 
time under Bid Number 394-02. This request has subsequently been approved by the 
Purchasing Division of the Department of Management and Finance. 
    
DISCUSSION: The skatepark construction which is the subject of the contract 
includes fine grading, drainage, concrete skating surface, concrete shotcrete ramps and 
bowls, concrete ledges, coping, edging and rails. Construction of Powhatan Springs Park 
under a separate contract is anticipated to begin in August 2003 and be completed in 
the summer of 2004. This contractor will have to coordinate work of the skatepark with 
that contract.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Funding is provided in the FY 2001 Park Bond in the Park and 
Facility Development program for this project. 
          

     


