
 
 
Staff: Michael S. Leventhal, Historic Preservation Coordinator, DCPHD, ONS 
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office: 
 
County Board Meeting: July 19, 2003 
 

June 18, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Authorization to accept $12,500 from the Virginia Department of Historic 

Resources' (VDHR) Certified Local Government (CLG) Program, to 
continue with the on-going phase seven of the Arlington County 
Countywide Historic Resources Survey and appropriation of the grant 
funds from the Arlington Bicentennial Celebration Task Force.   

 
RECOMMENDATION: 1.   Accept $12,500 in grant funds from the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR), under the 
Certified Local Government Program, for a consultant 
to continue with the on-going phase seven of the 
Arlington County  Countywide Historic Resources 
Survey and authorize the County Manager to sign the 
attached Certified Local Government Grant 
Agreement.  

 
2.  Appropriate $12,500 from the Arlington 
Bicentennial Celebration Task Force (001.624.0509) 
to the Department of Community Planning Housing 
and Development (001.624) for historic preservation 
activities.  

 
ISSUE: Should the County accept the VDHR/CLG award that would use $12,500 of 

County funds to leverage state funds in the same amount to pay for the 
continuation of year seven of the Countywide Historic Resources Survey? 

 
SUMMARY:   Over the past six years the County has undertaken a 

comprehensive systematic survey of all buildings with a goal of 
identifying all of the County's existing historic resources.  Each year 
a goal of having 1,000 buildings identified, photographed and 
described has been achieved.  This Countywide Historic Resources 
Survey has been made possible in the past with a $25,000 Cost-
Share Grant from the Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
and matching County funds. In this, year seven of the Countywide 
Historic Resources Survey, the elimination of the Cost-Share 
Program from the State budget resulted in the County applying 
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only its own funds to this effort and scaling down the survey to one 
half of the previous goal -- to 500 identified historic resources. With 
the receipt of the 2003 CLG award and the previous gift of $12,500 
from the Arlington Bicentennial Celebration Task Force, the current 
on-going year seven Countywide Historic Resources Survey can be 
expanded to achieve the 1,000 identified historic building goal. 

 
BACKGROUND:  The Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) administers 
the Certified Local Government (CLG) Program, which receives pass-through funds from 
the National Park Service. The State and the National Park Service evaluated Arlington 
County’s Historic Preservation Program, and Arlington was designated as a CLG in 
December 1993.  As a CLG, Arlington is eligible to compete for grant funds reserved for 
CLGs in Virginia to assist in carrying out various aspects of its local historic preservation 
efforts. 
 
The State recently announced that it had limited funds available in fiscal year 2003 to 
fund grants to CLGs.  To award these grant funds, the State reviewed all of the 
proposed CLG requests and selected only those projects which best met the State’s 
requirements.  The deadline for applications was April 25, 2003.  Last year’s CLG 
matching grant of $13,500 is being used to research and complete several National 
Register nominations that were the product outcome of the ongoing Countywide 
Historic Resources Survey.  As with last years CLG grant cycle, VDHR requires matching 
funds in order to be awarded this grant.  As stated in the VDHR CLG grant application 
guide (attached), “Matching Share – It is strongly recommended that applicants provide 
a cash match equal to 50% of the total project costs.” 
 
Eligible activities include: 
• Development of community historic preservation plans; 
• Surveys of cultural resources; 
• National Register nominations; 
• Preparation and printing of design review guidelines; 
• Public information programs and publications; 
• Local review board training and education; 
• Development of historic preservation school curriculum; 
• Architectural plans and specifications for preservation of National Register         
          properties; and 
• Rehabilitation of National Register properties. 
 
The State has placed a priority, however, on heritage stewardship planning efforts, 
archaeological assessments, preparing and submitting National Register nominations, 
with consideration given for historic districts, and the comprehensive survey of historic 
resources.  Arlington County, whose Countywide Historic Resources Survey had been 
undertaken with matching funds from the Virginia Department of Historic Resources' 
Cost-Share Program, applied for CLG funds for the Countywide Historic Resources 
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Survey effort when it was learned that the VDHR's Cost-Share Program would be 
eliminated in the Commonwealth's need to reduce the State budget in FY 2003.  The 
Arlington County Countywide Historic Resources Survey is held as an exemplary survey 
example, and VDHR encouraged Arlington County to apply for CLG funding to continue 
with its Countywide Historic Resources Survey.  The State CLG Program had grant 
requests totaling $158,650 from 16 CLG's, but only had $62,878 for the entire grant 
program.  Arlington is only one of six recipients and received 20% of the allocated 
funds. 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  Because of the State CLG grant deadlines, the County Manager has 
already submitted the grant application prior to County Board consideration.  The 
application sought a grant of $12,500.  Together with matching funds of $12,500 from 
the County, these funds would be used to hire a consultant to continue with year seven 
of the Countywide Historic Resources Survey.  For the past six (6) years both the 
County and the Virginia Department of Historic Resources have supported the 
Countywide Historic Resources Survey.  This support came in the form of $25,000 
matching funds from both VDHR and Arlington County.  At the beginning of the 
County's FY 03 it was learned that the Cost-Share Program of VDHR was being 
eliminated from the Virginia state budget as part of a larger reduction in funds and 
programs needed by the Commonwealth to produce an acceptable State budget.  The 
County, without the State's usual matching funds, decided to nonetheless continue with 
this important Countywide Historic Resources Survey with only its matching funds that 
where already approved in the County's FY 03 budget.  While this meant that only one-
half of the proposed survey area would be achieved, it was felt by the HALRB that the 
momentum of the survey work needed to be continued.  This unanimous opinion was 
based on the fact that the survey was so near full completion and the information 
gained has been valuable for planning purposes. This current CLG award would make it 
possible to survey an additional 500 historic resources and complete an actual full year 
of survey results.      
 
CONCLUSION:  The HALRB supports this recommendation.  Therefore, it is 
recommended that the County Board ratify the County Manager’s receipt of this 
VDHR/CLG award and, contingent on the County Attorney’s Office approval of the 
documents; authorize the County Manager to sign the agreement documents.  If the 
County Board decides not to ratify the application, it will be withdrawn from 
consideration. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The recommended consultant work is estimated to cost $25,000 
and is based on the costs associated with past six years of the Countywide Historic 
Resources Survey.  The actual cost has been established during the history of these 
surveys.  The total estimated cost of this portion of the year seven Countywide Historic 
Resources Survey will be $25,000, with half of the cost paid by the State CLG program 
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and a matching expense paid with funds from the Arlington Bicentennial Celebration 
Task Force.  
 
 
 
Attachment:  Application Request for the 2003 CLG Subgrant Program 
          Letter from VDHR on the awarding of the 2003 CLG grant 
          Contract for signing between VDHR and Arlington County 
 


