
STAFF: M. Douglas Scott, Police, Chief of Police 
 
County Board Meeting: July 19, 2003 

         June 17, 2003 
 
TO:   The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Highway Safety Project 

Grant. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 1. Authorize the County Manager to submit a  
                                                   DMV Highway Safety Project Grant  

                                         application and to accept the funds awarded, 
to be used for the Police Department Public 
Education and Traffic Safety program. 

 
2. Contingent upon the approval, appropriate 

up to $19,250 from miscellaneous state 
grants (001.220.0649) to the Police 
Department (001.220) for grant related 
activities.  

  
ISSUE: Should the County apply for Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles 

(DMV) Highway Safety Project Grant funding which will be used to 
purchase a Portable/Changeable Message sign and safety brochures to 
be used in the Police Departments “Public Education and Traffic Safety 
program”? 

 
SUMMARY: The Police Department is seeking funds through DMV to 

purchase a portable/changeable message sign, and to create 
and print a traffic safety brochure. This equipment will be used 
throughout the Departments’ FY2004 Public Education and 
Traffic Safety Campaign.  

 
BACKGROUND:  The United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) is the 
federal agency responsible for the promotion of highway safety activities throughout 
the United States. As part of its responsibility, USDOT provides federal monies to the 
states for the purpose of adopting and improving projects or programs designed to 
reduce accidents, injuries and fatalities on the highways within their boundaries.  
In Virginia, federal funding is administered by the Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) and is provided to state agencies and political subdivisions of the state for the 
development and continuation of highway safety projects.  
 
DISCUSSION:  The Police Department is requesting funds to purchase a 
portable/changeable message sign, and to create, print and distribute a traffic safety 
brochure.  
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This equipment will be used throughout the Departments’ FY2004 Public Education 
and Traffic Safety Campaign. Through this proposed “Public Education and Traffic 
Safety Campaign” the Police Department will be striving to provide an environment 
conducive for increased vehicular occupant and pedestrian safety, and to educate 
and enhance motorist awareness regarding seat belt usage. Up to date emergency 
traffic and safety information will be provided as well.  
 
To achieve these goals traffic safety checkpoints will be done randomly and at 
various locations throughout the county. The message sign will be used during each 
checkpoint to inform motorists of the up coming event. A safety brochure will be 
created and distributed containing important information on seat belt laws and 
usage, pedestrian laws and safety as well as other traffic safety related tips. 
Additional attention and enforcement will be focused on the bar districts. Officers will 
be assigned to these areas for educational and enforcement purposes. Officers will 
use the TIPS (Training and Intervention Program for Servers) citing any violations 
noted. Again the message sign will be used in the area to heighten motorists’ 
awareness and attention during this peak time concerning the potentially dangerous 
conditions due to the increase in pedestrian traffic.  
 
Finally, the message sign will be deployed as needed for emergency traffic routing 
information. In case of an evacuation, the message sign will give motorists valuable 
information in hopes to redirect traffic quickly and efficiently away from any 
dangerous situation.  
  
 FISCAL IMPACT: The Police Department is requesting $19,250 in grant funds. 
These funds will expire in a year, on September 30, 2004.  Arlington County’s 
required 50% match for these funds is $9,625. The County’s match will come from 
in-kind funds in the approved FY 2004 Police Department Operations Division budget.  


