
 

 
STAFF: Robert Corletta, DPRCR, Urban Forester 
Reviewed by the County Attorney's Office (if needed):  ___________ 
 
County Board Meeting – July 19, 2003 

 July 3, 2003 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Request to Advertise a public hearing on the adoption of non-

codified ordinances designating the following trees on public 
property: 1) Designation as “Memorial Trees” of the 184 trees 
planted as memorials for the terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001 (see attachment for species and location), 2) Designation as 
“Street Trees” of the black gum (Nyssa sylvatica) in the street 
right-of-way (ROW) of 38th Street North adjacent to the 
undeveloped parcel at the corner of Dittmar Road and two white 
oaks (Quercus alba) in the street ROW along the Dittmar Road side 
of the same parcel and the following trees on private property: 3) 
Designation as a “Specimen Tree” of the sycamore (Platanus 
occidentalis) located in the back yard of 4611 7th Street South, 4) 
Designation as a “Specimen Tree” of the willow oak (Quercus 
phellos) located in the back yard of 4400 20th Road North, 5) 
Designation as a “Specimen Tree” of the white oak (Quercus alba) 
located in the front yard of 3525 North Delaware Street and 6) 
Designation as a “Heritage Tree” of the white oak (Quercus alba) 
located in the front yard of 1021 North Daniel Street.   

 
RECOMMENDATION:      Authorize advertisement of a public hearing for the 

adoption of ordinances on September 13, 2003 to 
designate 184 “Memorial Trees,” three “Street 
Trees,” three “Specimen Trees” and one “Heritage 
Tree” in accordance with Arlington County’s Tree 
Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 67, Trees and 
Shrubs) so that they are subject to protection from 
removal or injury.  

 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: One hundred and ninety one trees have been nominated for 

protection under Arlington County’s Tree Preservation Ordinance.  
The County’s Urban Forestry Commission has nominated 184 trees 
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planted as memorials for the victims of the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attack at the Pentagon.  The remaining trees have been 
nominated by individual citizens.  These include three “Street 
Trees” in the County ROW, three private “Specimen trees” and one 
private “Heritage Tree.”  

 
DISCUSSION:  The preservation of Arlington’s trees and enhancement of tree canopy 
coverage has been identified as a top priority by the Arlington County Board and 
citizens.  
 
The trees recommended for designation through Arlington County’s Tree Preservation 
Ordinance are distinctive for a number of reasons as their nomination categories 
suggest.  One hundred and eighty four public trees have been nominated as “Memorial 
Trees.”  They were recently planted as a memorial for the individuals that lost their lives 
at the Pentagon on September 11, 2001.  The three “Street Tree” nominations are 
significant trees along the County ROW at the corner of 38th Street North and Dittmar 
Road.  Three “Specimen Trees” are exceptional examples of their species in the County. 
The one “Heritage Tree” plays an important role in defining the character of a 
neighborhood.  The following information describes the trees and the reasons why they 
are being recommended for special designation: 
 
Public 9-11 Memorial Trees (see attached for species and location) 
 
One hundred and eighty four trees have been planted at County fire stations, libraries, 
schools and community centers.  The Department of Parks, Recreation and Community 
Resources and Arlington County Schools in cooperation with American Forests (a non-
profit conservation organization) worked together to make this project a reality.  Red 
Maples, Hollies, Willow Oaks, Tulip Poplars, Sycamores, Sweet Gums and Fringe Trees 
were the species planted in remembrance of the individuals that lost their lives at the 
Pentagon.  The trees have been nominated by Arlington County’s Urban Forestry 
Commission. 
 
Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica) and White Oaks (Quercus alba) in the ROW at the corner 
of 38th Street North and Dittmar Road 
 
These significant public trees contribute to the character of the community by shading 
the street and adding beneficial tree canopy to the urban forest.  The trees were 
nominated as “Street Trees” by Sally Proctor Braman, a long-time resident.  She feels 
that the trees “actually define the neighborhood.” 
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Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis) in the back yard of 4611 7th Street South  
 
This Sycamore has a plaque on the County’s Notable Tree List.  Barbara and Randy 
Swart, the owners of the property, nominated the tree under the “Specimen Tree” 
category.  An extraordinary specimen, almost 14 feet in circumference and over 120 
feet tall.  Its spectacular size and form contribute greatly to our urban forest. 
 
Willow Oak (Quercus phellos) in the back yard of 4400 20th Road 
 
This willow oak dominates the landscape.  It is almost 13 feet in circumference.  The 
architecture of the tree is full of character.  It has a broad canopy and is in excellent 
condition.  Corlyss Drinkard nominated the tree as a “Specimen Tree,” by consent of 
the property owner Alicia Drinkard. 
 
White Oak (Quercus alba) in the front yard of 3525 North Delaware 
 
The property owners, Lisa C. Burnett and G. Tracy Burnett, nominated this white oak as 
a “Specimen Tree.”  It is a significant tree measuring 11 feet in circumference.  The 
shade it provides the homeowners is greatly appreciated.  Their routine maintenance of 
the tree will insure that the community continues to benefit from its preservation and 
protection. 
 
White Oak (Quercus alba) in the front yard of 1021 North Daniel Street 
Property owners, Kathryn Hamm and Amy Walter have nominated this white oak as an 
“Heritage Tree.”  The Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association has included the tree in a 
survey highlighting the neighborhood’s significant trees as valuable resources.  The 
owners hope that the tree’s designation will help to preserve Arlington’s “history and 
flavor.”  
 
   
 
 
 


