
Staff:  Ron C. Hicks, Neighborhood Traffic Calming Team 
County Board Meeting: July 19, 2003 
 

 
June 24, 2003 

 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Traffic Calming Projects 
 
 RECOMMENDATION:  Approve traffic calming projects as recommended by 

the Neighborhood Traffic Calming Committee (NTCC) 
on the following streets: 

 
1. South Kenmore Street between Walter Reed 

Drive, and Shirlington Road in the Nauck Civic 
Association. 

2. North Irving Street between 10th Street North, 
and North Pershing Drive in the Lyon Park and 
Ashton Heights Civic Associations.  

3. 8th Street South between South George Mason 
Drive, and South Glebe Road in the Alcova 
Heights Citizens Association. 

4. North Florida Street between North George 
Mason Drive, and 26th Street North in the 
Yorktown Civic Association. 

5. North Kensington Street between 8th Road 
North, and North Carlin Springs Road in the 
Bluemont Civic Association. 

6. North Lexington Street between Patrick Henry 
Drive and 18th Street North, in the Westover 
and Tara-Leeway Civic Associations. 

    
ISSUES: None. 
 
SUMMARY:   The Neighborhood Traffic Calming Committee (NTCC) and staff 

have recommended County Board approval of the next set of six 
traffic calming street projects totaling $706,000 under the process 
and procedures that were approved by the County Board in March 
2000.  The six projects consist of the following major components: 
• 7 textured gateways with crosswalks 
• 7 speed cushions 
• 6 sets of nubs 
• 6 speed humps 
• Several textured raised crosswalks  
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The results of the traffic calming measures will affect over 11,294 
vehicles that travel within the six neighborhoods over a 24-hour 
period.  Speeds will be reduced from an 85th percentile speed of 32 
mph or greater to closer to the posted 25 mph speed limit.  All of 
the recommended projects have met the adopted criteria for 
appropriateness and public support.   
 
Many of the traffic calming projects have elements that can be 
implemented this calendar year.  Other components of the traffic 
calming plan will require design and construction, but the intent is 
to have construction completed within 18 months.    
 
These projects are part of the overall program that includes more 
than 100 traffic-calming projects across the County. Now in the 
third year of implementation, with the approval of this set, the 
County will have funded and/or begun construction on 36 projects 
overall. 

  
 
BACKGROUND:  The Neighborhood Traffic Calming Committee (NTCC) is charged with 
making recommendations to the County Board on traffic calming projects which have 
met adopted criteria, have gone through a community plan development process, and 
have substantial community support to implement the project.  Last spring, the NTCC 
and staff identified the fifth set of streets with the most severe problems and began 
working with residents on solutions to the problems identified. 
 
The Neighborhood Traffic Calming (NTC) Program adopted by the County Board in 
March 2000 is a problem-severity based program where resources are directed to the 
neighborhood streets which have the most severe problems in terms of speed, volume 
and other factors such as reported accidents, and are in close proximity to public and 
private facilities such as parks, schools and community centers.  The priority ranking 
guidelines used by staff and the NTCC are attached.  (See Attachment 2.)  It should be 
noted that speeding problems are assigned the most weight in determining the ranking 
score.  A speeding problem is defined as when the recorded 85th percentile speed is at 
least five miles per hour above the posted speed limit. For a street with a posted speed 
limit of 25 mph, a speeding problem is present when the 85th percentile speed is 30 
mph, or greater, meaning that at least 15 percent of motorist are traveling at speeds of 
30 mph or greater.  
 
In the past year, staff received requests for traffic calming assistance from residents of 
28 streets.  When requests for traffic calming are received, staff collects traffic data, 
evaluates the conditions, and assigns a priority ranking score to the request. There are 
currently 94 locations on the priority ranking list which qualify for traffic calming and 
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are awaiting assistance, and one location where data have been collected and are 
waiting to be ranked.  Twice a year, the NTCC reviews the list of traffic calming 
requests, selects the locations with the highest priority ranking scores, and begins to 
work with the residents to develop solutions to the identified problems. Later this 
summer, the NTCC will select the next set of four or five streets to receive traffic 
calming assistance. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The NTCC and staff have concluded work on the fifth set of traffic 
calming projects under the Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program procedures adopted 
by the County Board in March 2000, and is recommending to the County Board that 
these projects move forward for implementation. (See Attachment 1.)    
 
Last spring, the NTCC selected five project streets based upon the problem severity 
ranking that had been developed to assess the severity of neighborhood traffic 
problems.  NTCC members and a staff person were assigned to work with residents of 
each street to clarify the problems, develop solutions and achieve consensus on the 
solutions within the affected area.  This has been accomplished for each of the five 
project streets.  The location of each project is shown on Figure 1. 
 
A description of each project follows: 
 
1. South Kenmore Street between South Walter Reed Drive and South 
Shirlington Road: South Kenmore Street between Walter Reed Drive and Shirlington 
Road is located in the Nauck neighborhood.  The street is classified as a neighborhood-
principal street that carries 2,343 vehicles per day, with the 85th percentile speed 
recorded at 32 mph.  Residents are concerned about speed and safety along this 
quarter-mile segment of roadway, which includes mostly single family residential 
homes, Drew Model School, a park, two churches, and a community social service 
center.  The street is an emergency response route and Metrobus route that supports 
two routes that stop along South Kenmore Street.  Metrobuses make 104 trips per day 
north and south along this section of South Kenmore Street.  The neighborhood and 
community have asked for traffic calming assistance to resolve potentially dangerous 
pedestrian and vehicular conflicts that are a result of excessive speeds on the street. 
 
The South Kenmore Street working group was made up of residents, two NTCC 
members and staff who met over a period of several months to develop a traffic 
calming plan.  The planning meetings also included two meetings with the Nauck Civic 
Association, which was also kept informed of the progress of the working group.  A final 
presentation was made to the civic association, which voted to support the plan at the 
end of the planning process. (Attachment 3.)  
 
The working group considered a number of different treatments to calm traffic along 
South Kenmore Street.  The working group developed a comprehensive plan that 
includes speed cushions, to be placed at or near the three bus stop locations to 
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minimize the impact on the buses.  The South Kenmore Street NTC Plan has been 
supported by over 75 percent of the residents in the affected area and by the Nauck 
Civic Association.  Staff estimates the cost of this project to be $320,000. 
 
The South Kenmore Street Traffic Calming Plan consists of the following: 
- Gateway at South Walter Reed Drive: Textured pavement extending 35 feet south 

on South Kenmore Street. 
- At 19th Street and South Kenmore Street: # 1 Speed Cushion with axle channels 

located near the bus stop. 
- Textured crosswalk on South 19th Street east and west; Textured crosswalk on 

South Kenmore Street north and south; and nubs on South Kenmore Street that 
extend 4 feet into South Kenmore Street. 

- At 1936-7 South Kenmore Street:  # 2 Speed Cushion. 
- At 22nd and South Kenmore Street signalized intersection: Nubs that extend 4 feet 

into South Kenmore Street east and west sides of the street; and textured 
crosswalks on South Kenmore Street and 22nd Street South.  

- At 23rd Street that leads to Drew School: textured pavement at the intersection. 
- At Drew Model School: Transit Team will provide the bus shelter.  #3 Speed Cushion 

located near the Drew Model School site.  
- At South Kenmore Street and 24th Street South: textured pavement at the 

Intersection.  
- Upgrade bus shelter on east side 2406 South Kenmore Street.  (Transit Team will 

provide the bus shelter) 
- Gateway at Shirlington Road: Textured pavement that extends 30 feet west on 

South Kenmore Street. 
 
 
2. North Irving Street, between 10th Street North and North Pershing 
Drive: This section of North Irving Street is classified as a neighborhood-minor street 
and is the common boundary of the Ashton Heights and Lyon Park Civic Associations.  
The street carries approximately 1,800 vehicles per day, with the overall 85th percentile 
speed recorded at 33 mph, with speeds in the northbound direction slightly higher than 
in the southbound direction. 
 
The residents have identified a number of traffic and safety concerns along this street.  
Speeding, cut-through traffic, Postal Service trucks and pedestrian crossings, 
particularly in the vicinity of the Clarendon United Methodist Church were identified as 
concerns.  This section of North Irving Street is also designated as an emergency 
vehicle response route, and is used by emergency vehicles from Fire Station No. 4 to 
serve areas south of 10th Street. 
 
Residents, NTCC members and staff formed a working group to identify traffic and 
safety issues and worked to craft a traffic calming plan to address the issues.  Once the 
plan was developed, opportunities were provided for all affected residents to review the 
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plan and provide comment.  This was done through open working group meetings and 
an open house where staff was available to answer questions on the proposal.  A 
petition was also circulated in the affected area, and the plan was supported by over 80 
percent of the households in the affected area, and the day care provider at the church. 
(See Attachment 4.)  Staff estimates the North Irving Street Traffic Calming Project to 
cost $129,000. 
 
The traffic calming plan for North Irving Street consists of the following components: 
- South of 10th Street North, a textured pavement gateway treatment with a speed 

cushion; 
- Four speed cushions between 9th Street North and North Pershing Drive; 
- A nub on 8th Street North at the North Irving Street intersection; 
- Nubs on 7th Street North to narrow the crossing distance on 7th Street at the Irving 

Street intersection; 
- Relocated and textured crosswalk across Irving Street to provide safer crossing from 

the church to the playground for children in day care; 
- At 6th Street North and North Irving Street (east side), a nub to shadow parked 

vehicles in front of the apartment building; 
- At 6th Street North and North Irving Street (west side), an extension of the existing 

nub to narrow Irving Street at this point; and 
- At North Pershing Drive and North Irving Street, a textured pavement gateway 

treatment on North Irving Street. 
 
 
3. 8th Street South from South Glebe Road to South George Mason Drive: 
The residents living on and near 8th Street South in the Alcova Heights Civic Association 
have identified speeding and pedestrian safety as traffic concerns.  This street, from 
George Mason Drive to South Quincy Street, is classified as neighborhood-principal 
street and carries approximately 3,800 vehicles a day with an 85th percentile speed of 
34 mph.  From South Quincy Street to South Glebe Road to 8th Street South, is 
classified as a neighborhood-minor street and carries approximately 1,300 vehicles with 
an 85th percentile speed of 33 mph.  Alcova Park is located at the corner of George 
Mason Drive and 8th Street South.  The park is very active with children and adults 
crossing 8th Street South to go to and from the tot lot, picnic area, and basketball area.  
Arlington Baptist Church and Arlington United Methodist Church are located to the east 
and have activities during the week which generate pedestrians.   
 
Residents, NTCC members and staff formed a working group to develop a traffic 
calming plan.  An open house was held to invite residents in the affected area to view 
the proposed plan and provide comment.  A petition was circulated in the affected area 
and the plan was supported by over 70 percent of the households.  (See Attachment 5.) 
Staff has estimated the cost to construct this project to be $143,000. 
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The traffic calming plan for 8th Street South consists of the following components: 
- Raised Crosswalk with nubs at 8th Street South and South Lincoln Street;  
- Raised Crosswalk with nubs at 8th Street South and South Randolph Street;  
- Two speed humps between South Monroe Street and South Quincy Street; and  
- A textured pavement gateway treatment with extended nub at 8th Street South 

and South George Mason Drive.  
 
 
 
4. North Florida Street between 26th Street North to North George Mason 
Drive: The residents living on North Florida Street in the Yorktown neighborhood 
identified speeding and pedestrian safety concerns.  The street is classified as a 
neighborhood-minor street and carries approximately 1,100 vehicles per day, with an 
85th percentile speed of 33 mph.  This segment of roadway connects to 26th Street 
North where the County installed the first speed humps through a pilot program in 
1997.  Yorktown High School students travelling to and from school frequently use 
North Florida Street.  The plan developed by the working group addresses both 
speeding and pedestrian issues.  Support for the plan was at the 83 percent level in the 
affected area.  The Yorktown Civic Association approved the plan. (See Attachment 6).  
Staff estimates the North Florida Street traffic calming project to cost $50,000. 
 
The North Florida Street Traffic Calming Plan consists of the following: 
- Gateway at North George Mason Drive and North Florida Street with textured 

pavement and crosswalk, and  
- Three speed humps. 
 
 
 
5. North Kensington Street between North Carlin Springs Road and 8th 
Road North: This segment of North Kensington Street is located within the Bluemont 
Civic Association and is approximately 2,650 feet long.  It has a traffic volume of 2,300 
vehicles per day.  The 85th percentile speed was measured at 32 mph.  This street is 
designated as a neighborhood-principal street between 7th Street North and North 
Carlin Springs Road, and a neighborhood-minor street between 8th Road North and 7th 
Street North.  A sidewalk project for North Kensington Street between 5th Street North 
and 8th Road North was funded through the Neighborhood Conservation program in 
June 2001 and is currently in the final design phase.  There is a raised crosswalk on 
North Kensington Street just north of 4th Street North for the bike trail crossing.  The 
raised crosswalk has been successful in slowing traffic in the vicinity.  When the 
working group completed the plan development, an open house was held at the 
Arlington Traditional School to present the plan to the residents.  Notice of the open 
house was provided by mail to all 247 households in the affected area.  A petition 
supporting the traffic calming plan was approved by 75 percent of the affected 
households. 
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A resident who lives on 6th Street North circulated a petition opposing speed humps.  
After hearing support by fifteen residents who spoke in support of the plan, and one 
resident who opposed the plan, the NTCC endorsed the project.  In addition, Ashlawn 
Elementary School, Kenmore Middle School, the Arlington Metaphysical Chapel and the 
Bluemont Civic Association expressed support for the traffic calming plan. (Attachment 
7.)  Staff estimates the North Kensington Street traffic calming project to cost $59,000. 
 
The North Kensington Street traffic calming plan consists of the following components: 
- Two textured crosswalks at 8th Road North, 
- Three speed humps, and  
- A textured pavement gateway with crosswalk at North Carlin Springs Road. 
 
 
6. North Lexington Street, between Patrick Henry Drive and 18th Street 
North: The segment of North Lexington Street between 18th Street North and Patrick 
Henry Drive is the boundary between the Westover and Tara Leeway neighborhoods.  A 
traffic calming project has been approved and funded north of 18th Street along 
Lexington Street, and speed humps have been installed along 16th Street North east of 
Patrick Henry Drive.  This leaves the section of Lexington Street between 18th Street 
and Patrick Henry as the only segment without traffic calming.   Traffic speeds in this 
long block are similar to those in the section of Lexington Street towards Lee Highway. 
The street is classified as a neighborhood-principal street and carries approximately 
2,184 vehicles per day, with an 85th percentile speed of 32 mph. 
 
The residents in this long block have requested that traffic calming be considered for 
this section of Lexington Street.  One speed hump placed midway in the long block 
should accomplish the reduction of travel speeds.  A petition was circulated in this block 
and was supported by more than 60 percent of the households, as well as being 
supported by the Westover and Tara Leeway civic associations.  (See Attachment 8.)  
The cost of the speed hump is estimated to be $5000.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Funding in the amount of $706,000 is available for these projects in 
the previous Street, Highway and Community Conservation Bond and Pay-As-You-Go 
Funds under the Neighborhood Traffic Calming (NTC) Program.  


