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County Board Meeting – July 19, 2003 
 

 July 1, 2003 
 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Renaming of “Shirley Park” located at 1401 28th 

Street South to “Gunston Park”. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve the renaming of “Shirley Park” located 

at 1401 28th Street South to “Gunston Park” as 
recommended by the Park and Recreation 
Commission. 

 
ISSUE: None. 
 

SUMMARY: There is widespread support for renaming the park that has 
previously been called “Shirley Park” to “Gunston Park”. The 
name is in accordance with the County Board’s adopted 
policy guidelines and is supported by the community. 

 
DISCUSSION:  The Park and Recreation Commission is recommending that the 
park located at 1401 28th Street South be renamed from “Shirley Park” to 
“Gunston Park” (Attachment 1 and Map).  The name is being recommended to 
help alleviate confusion as to the location of the park.   
 
The Long Branch Creek Civic Association, Historic Affairs and Landmark Review 
Board (HALRB) and Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) 
support the proposed name (Attachments 2, 3 and 4).  Staff considers that the 
proposed name meets the County Board’s adopted policy guidelines. 
 
On July 10, 1999 the County Board adopted a revised policy for naming County 
facilities (Attachment 5).  The policy specifies that facilities, including buildings 
and parks, shall generally be named according to the geographical, historical, or 
ecological relationships in which the site is located.  The policy charges the Park 
and Recreation Commission with making recommendations to the County Board 
concerning proposed names.  As part of the consultation and recommendation 
process, the Commission must seek comments from the Historical Affairs and 
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Landmark Review Board, Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee and 
the appropriate neighborhood civic association(s). 
 
In May 2003 the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Resources 
requested the renaming of “Shirley Park” to “Gunston Park” to help reduce 
confusion as to the location of the park (Attachment 6).  The park is located 
adjacent to the Gunston Community Center, Gunston Middle School and the 
theaters commonly referred to as the “Gunston Theaters”.  The property line 
between Arlington County property and School Board property runs from north 
to south through the newly constructed synthetic turf field and several of the 
park’s facilities are located on School Board property.  In order to build a link 
between the Community Center, fields and other recreational opportunities a 
common name should be established.  Many of the current users currently 
informally refer to the fields located at the park as “Gunston”. 
 
Over the spring of 2003 the Park and Recreation Commission solicited input from 
NCAC and HALRB.  HALRB supported renaming the park and NCAC supported 
renaming the park pending support by Long Branch Creek Civic Association.  The 
Civic Association expressed its support on June 16, 2003.  On June 24, 2003 the 
Park and Recreation Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the 
County Board to approve the renaming of “Shirley Park” to “Gunston Park”. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  There is no fiscal impact. 
 
Attachments 


