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    July 11, 2003 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Ordinance Amendment: Section 34. Nameplates, Signs, and 

other Displays or Devices to Direct, Identify, and Inform, of the 
Arlington County Zoning Ordinance to amend regulations regarding 
commercial signs, noncommercial signs and political signs. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Ordinance to amend, to reenact 

and recodify the Zoning Ordinance, Section 34, to 
facilitate the creation of a convenient, attractive and 
harmonious community; to reduce and prevent 
congestion in the public streets; to protect against 
danger and congestion in travel and transportation; to 
encourage economic development; and for other 
reasons required by the public necessity, convenience 
and general welfare and good zoning practice.  

 
ISSUE: The treatment of temporary noncommercial political signs. 
 
SUMMARY: The Zoning Ordinance amendment would refine the treatment of 

temporary noncommercial political signs on private and public 
property.  The proposed amendment would specify and modify 
regulation of noncommercial political signs, to permit signs on a 
temporary basis on public property.  It would also clarify the 
requirements in light of past Court rulings related to Arlington’s 
sign ordinance with regard to political signs placed on private 
properties.  In drafting the advertised language for the proposed 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment, the input of the Task Force on 
Political Signs, which included representatives from the Democratic 
and Republican political parties and the League of Women Voters, 
was considered, along with the input of citizen advisory 
commissions and the Civic Federation.  The proposed ordinance 
provides more opportunities for political signs to be placed on 
private property and limits the placement of political signs on public 
property.  Staff recommends that the attached Ordinance be 
adopted. 
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BACKGROUND:  Political signs are regulated by Section 34 of the Arlington County 
Zoning Ordinance.  Political signs are permitted on all private commercial and 
residential properties by several sections of the sign ordinance. 
 
Political message is noncommercial speech; therefore, such messages are permitted 
wherever commercial message is permitted by Section 34.A.4., which states as follows: 
"Wherever commercial speech is permitted on a sign under this section of the 
ordinance, noncommercial speech is also permitted."   Political message is also 
permitted on all private property by Section 34.E.7. which allows real estate “for sale” 
signs.  Therefore, the County has used the Zoning Ordinance provisions allowing real 
estate signs to also allow political signs. 
 
Political signs are permitted on private residential property in all zoning districts by 
Section 34.F.5.a.-g.  The number of signs per principal dwelling unit (Section 34.F.5.f.) 
is not enforced as a result of the Court’s decision in Arlington County Republican 
Committee v. Arlington County, Virginia, 983 F.2d 587 (4th Cir. 1993).  The Fourth 
Circuit overturned the county ordinance that limited to two signs the number of 
temporary signs that could be posted by an owner on his property in residential 
districts.  Although a permit is required by Section 34.F. for the placement of political 
signs on private property, this requirement has proven impractical to administer 
because of the number of such signs and the way in which they are posted. 
 
Political signs are also allowed in the county-owned public right-of-way at street 
intersections on weekends and holidays to the same extent that real estate directional 
signs are permitted.  Real estate directional signs of up to 1½ square feet in the right-
of-way at street intersections are permitted from sundown Friday to sundown Sunday 
and holidays.  They are not permitted on utility poles, trees, traffic or other official 
signs, or on or adjacent to other public property (i.e. schools, recreation fields, parks, 
other public facilities, and median strips), at any time.  Since a noncommercial message 
is permitted wherever a commercial message is permitted, political signs may be placed 
at intersections under these same restrictions.  Based on this, the only place that real 
estate signs and political signs are currently allowed in the public right-of-way is at 
intersections in the planting strip adjacent to streets.  However, staff is not currently 
enforcing the prohibition on signs in the median on weekends. 
 
Except as noted above, commercial or noncommercial signs, and therefore political 
signs, are not permitted on public property at any other times.  Section 34.C.4 states: 
Any sign on public land, other than those erected at the direction of a public authority, 
or by an official of the state or county pursuant to statute or ordinance, and those 
otherwise authorized by this section. . .  is prohibited.  Section 34.D.5. authorizes the 
removal of signs from public lands when signs are erected there contrary to these 
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provisions.  Staff generally removes signs that remain in the public right-of-way on 
Mondays, depending on staff availability and priorities.   
 
Advertised Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
 
The advertised Zoning Ordinance Amendment included some duplicative measures, in 
order to ensure that the scope of advertisement was sufficiently broad so as to 
encompass whatever final ordinance language the County Board chooses to adopt.  The 
purpose of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment is to provide clearer guidance 
on how political signs may be placed on public and private property.  Attached to the 
report on page 12 is the Zoning Ordinance Amendment language that was advertised 
for consideration on May 17, 2003.  On page 8 is the recommended amendment. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment clarifies the treatment 
and placement of political signs on private and public property.  In drafting the 
advertised language for the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment, the input of the 
Task Force on Political Signs, which included representatives from the two political 
parties and the League of Women Voters, was considered.  In addition, input was 
sought from various citizen advisory groups and the Civic Federation. 
 
Where political signs are placed on public property, they do not have to be treated the 
same as commercial signs such as real estate directional signs.  When the County is 
making public space available for the posting of signs, it has more control than when it 
restricts signs on private property. Therefore, increasing the size and time of placement  
provisions for political signs on public property would not imply that real estate 
directional signs would be subject to the same provisions. 
 
Tables contained on pages 18-20 compare what the Zoning Ordinance currently allows 
and what has been proposed by the Task Force and staff.  
 
Signs on Private Property 
 
Staff supports adoption of the Zoning Ordinance Amendment language for the 
treatment of political signs on private property to allow temporary political signs as 
follows:  Signs would be no taller than six (6) feet, and the size of the sign shall be no 
larger than six (6) square feet in area.  In addition, no restrictions would be placed on 
the total number of political signs placed on private property except the total sign area 
per building address shall not exceed twenty-five (25) square feet in single-family 
residential areas; in multi-family residential buildings, additional unlighted political signs 
may be placed in windows which would not apply to the allowed twenty-five (25) 
square feet of sign area; signs would be allowed to be placed on private property.  
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Political issue signs would be allowed to be placed on private property.  The political 
issue sign would not have to be a matter to be voted upon at an election called by a 
duly constituted body if it is placed on private property.  No sign permits would be 
required for temporary political or issue signs on private property.  The proposed 
amount of sign area allowed on private property is sufficient for property owner’s 
participation in the political process and do not detract from the aesthetics of the 
community and provide for pedestrian safety and less obstruction to traffic. 
 
The size of “for sale,” “rent” or “lease”, signs or other signs advertising construction or 
other work on site on a temporary basis would be increased from four and one-half (4 
½) square feet up to six (6) square feet.  Only one (1) sign would be allowed and 
permits would not be required. 
   
Signs on Public Property 
 
While the posting of political signs on public property does increase citizen awareness 
of upcoming elections, it should be recognized that there are concerns with political and 
real estate directional signs being placed in the public right-of-way.  For example, these 
concerns include the placement of signs in such a fashion that they are difficult to 
remove, littering, sight distance and vision obstruction to traffic and pedestrians, 
distracting appearance, aesthetically displeasing impact, obstacles to crews who 
maintain the right-of-way, unnecessary proliferation, and the increase in other illegal 
signs, all of which are contrary to the best interests of the community and in opposition 
to the public health, safety and welfare.  Therefore, staff recommends that the Zoning 
Ordinance be amended to allow directional real estate signs in medians and political 
signs in the public right-of-way, but only for a limited time and with other restrictions. 
 
Real Estate Signs:  Unlighted directional real estate signs would continue to be 
allowed to be placed on public property from sundown Friday to sundown Sunday and 
on legal holidays.  The size of these signs, one and one-half (1½) square feet, would 
not change.  No more than one (1) sign for each real estate agency would be allowed 
in any one (1) street intersection.  The proposed Zoning Ordinance would delete the 
prohibition on placing real estate directional signs on median strips at intersections.  For 
safety reasons, staff is recommending language that prohibits the placement of signs 
within ten (10) feet of the end of any street median and within any channelized island 
or pedestrian refuge island.   
 
Political Signs:  Unlighted temporary political signs, no larger than six (6) square feet, 
would be permitted to be placed on the lot of an officially designated polling place for a 
period not to exceed 24 hours.  The size of the sign has been increased to six (6) feet, 
to match the size of signs permitted on private property.  Staff recommends Zoning 
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Ordinance language allowing political signs, up to six (6) square feet in size and with a 
maximum height of three (3) feet, to be displayed on public property only in median 
segments, and intersection wedges between traffic lanes for the same time period that 
real estate directional sign are allowed, sundown Friday to sundown Sunday and 
holidays and for the consecutive days, Monday and Tuesday, before an election.  
Political issues signs only on matters to be voted upon at an election called by a duly 
constituted public body would be permitted on public property. 
 
The political signs on public property are required to be removed within two (2) days 
after the election.  A maximum of one (1) sign per candidate or issue is allowed per 
median strip segment or intersection wedge segment.  These are defined as the portion 
of the median or intersection that is surrounded by a continuous curb or bordered by a 
curb cut, street intersection, or turn-around.  No signs are allowed in any traffic circle in 
a residential area or on any utility pole, tree, landscaped beautification area, traffic 
calming device, or traffic sign.  No sign shall be placed adjacent to or on any school 
site, municipal building, parkway or park. 
 
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment language recommended by staff provides 
ample time and specific guidelines for signs to be displayed in the public right-of-way.  
For example, political signs could be placed in the public right of way year round and 
continuously the weekdays prior to an election. 
   
The proposed ordinance language provides many opportunities for political expression 
on private property, which is the most accurate reflection of the amount of support for 
a candidate or issue and has less of an impact on traffic, pedestrians, and the 
aesthetics of the community.  The number of political signs that volunteers put up is no 
measure of any voter support; however, more flexible requirements for signs on private 
property ensure that those signs are represented and endorsed by supporters. 
 
The sections of the Zoning Ordinance Amendment that deal with the placement of signs 
in the public right-of-way would apply only to County-owned public right-of-way.  
County practice has been, and will continue to be, to treat state and federally owned 
public right-of-way the same as county-owned public right-of-way.  There may, 
however, be more restrictions or prohibitions on state and federally owned public right-
of-way that prohibit or restrict signs.  For example, the Virginia Department of 
Transportation does not issue permits for signs on their property.  An attached chart on 
Page 17 lists the Virginia Department of Transportation right-of-way in the County.  
 
Finally, as a practical matter, current enforcement of sign regulations on public right-of-
way has essentially been modified to be more practical and enforceable.  Unfortunately, 
posting of political signs in the right-of-way leads to more and more persons and 



Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
Section 34. Noncommercial Political Signs_____ -6- 
 

 
PLA-3291 
 

companies assuming that the erection or posting of all signs in the public right-of-way 
is permitted, thus resulting in more and more signs being placed in the right-of-way.  
Staff has attempted to recommend changes that would be easier to interpret and thus 
to enforce.  If it is the County Board’s choice to allow real estate directional signs and 
political signs on a temporary basis in the public right-of-way, enforcement would 
continue to be a lower priority than other code enforcement activities. 
 
Public Process 
 
The draft Zoning Ordinance Amendment was reviewed by the Zoning Ordinance Review 
Committee (ZORC) of the Planning Commission on May 28, 2003.  The ZORC expressed 
concern about allowing signs in medians.  ZORC supported the recommended Zoning 
Ordinance Amendment language dealing with signs on private property. However, on 
public property, ZORC recommended that both real estate and political signs not be 
permitted in medians and that staff revise the definition of political sign to include 
issues signs, including those not on an election ballot.   
 
The Planning Commission heard the Zoning Ordinance Amendment at its June 2, 2003 
meeting.  The Commission voted unanimously to recommend that the matter be 
deferred to the July 7, 2003 Planning Commission meeting and the July 19, 2003 
County Board meeting to allow further public review of the proposed changes. 
 
Staff, along with members of the Task Force, met with the Executive, Legislative, 
Planning and Zoning Committees of the Civic Federation on June 23rd.  Staff met with 
the Parks and Recreation Commission on June 24th, Neighborhood Conservation and 
Advisory Commission on July 10th, the Pedestrian Advisory Commission on July 15th, 
and the Transportation Commission on July 16th. 
 
At their recessed July 7th meeting, the Planning Commission voted 6-2 to recommend 
that the County Board again defer consideration of the proposed amendment.  The 
Commission wanted to have the input of other Commissions and groups before making 
a recommendation to the County Board and that more clarification is provided on the 
type of signs permitted and not permitted on public property. 
 
At their July 10th meeting, the Neighborhood Conservation and Advisory Commission 
voted to endorse the staff recommendation. 
 
CONCLUSION:  The Zoning Ordinance in this report is proposed to amend, reenact 
and recodify Subsection 34 of the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance, to provide better 
direction for the placement of noncommercial signs, temporary political signs and 
commercial real estate signs on public and private property, to facilitate the creation of 
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a convenient, attractive and harmonious community; to reduce and prevent congestion 
in the public streets; to protect against danger and congestion in travel and 
transportation; to encourage economic development; and for other reasons required by 
the public necessity, convenience and general welfare and good zoning practice.  
Therefore, it is recommended that the County Board adopt the attached Ordinance to 
amend Section 34 Nameplates, Signs, and Other Displays or Devices to Direct, Identify 
and Inform, of the Zoning Ordinance.  
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RECOMMENDED ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REENACT, AND RECODIFY THE ZONING ORDINANCE, 
SECTION 34 NAMEPLATES, SIGNS, AND OTHER DISPLAYS OR DEVICES TO DIRECT, 
IDENTIFY, AND INFORM, TO AMEND, REENACT, AND RECODIFY ZONING PROVISIONS 
DEALING WITH COMMERCIAL SIGNS, NONCOMMERCIAL SIGNS AND POLITICAL 
SIGNS. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED THAT, to facilitate the creation of a convenient, attractive and 
harmonious community; to reduce and prevent congestion in the public streets; to 
protect against danger and congestion in travel and transportation; to encourage 
economic development; and for other reasons required by the public necessity, 
convenience and general welfare and good zoning practice, Section 34 Nameplates, 
Signs, and Other Displays or Devices to Direct, Identify, and Inform, of the Zoning 
Ordinance, is amended, reenacted, and recodified as follows: 
  

*  *  *   
 
SECTION 34. NAMEPLATES, SIGNS, AND OTHER DISPLAYS OR DEVICES TO 

DIRECT, IDENTIFY, AND INFORM  
 
A. Administration 

*  *  * 
4.  Wherever commercial speech is permitted on a sign under this section of 

the ordinance, noncommercial speech is also permitted. 
 

*  *  * 
 
B.  Definitions. 
 

Political sign.  A temporary sign relating to the election of a person to public office, 
or a political party or a matter to be voted upon at an election called by a duly 
constituted public body. 
 
Political Issue sign.  A temporary noncommercial sign relating to an issue or 
proposition of interest that is not a matter to be voted upon at an election called by 
a duly constituted public body. 
 

*  *  * 
 

E. Signs Permitted in All Districts Without Permits 
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No permit shall be required for any of the following signs and the same may be 
displayed as freestanding signs on private property, unless otherwise specifically 
noted, in any district: 
 

*  *  * 
 

7. The following signs may be displayed without a permit on private property in any 
district.   

 
 a. One (1) unlighted noncommercial, or "for sale," "rent" or "lease", sign or a 

sign advertising construction companies, contractors, or others performing 
work or services on a site on a temporary basis, but not exceeding a total 
area of six (6)three (3) square feet, which may not be lighted.  Two (2) 
riders, each with a total area not exceeding 75 square feet, may be 
attached to such signs.  

 
 b.  Unlighted temporary political and political issue signs, without restriction as 

to number, are permitted on private property in residential zoning districts 
with a maximum total sign area per building address of twenty-five (25) 
square feet in one-family dwelling zoning districts.  Unlighted temporary 
political or political issue signs may be placed in a window, or in the case of 
a freestanding sign shall not exceed six (6) feet in height and a total area of 
six (6) square feet.  In multiple-family buildings, unlighted temporary 
political signs, or political issue signs placed in windows do not count 
toward the maximum total sign area per building address.   

 
*  *  * 

  
9.  Unlighted directional real estate "for rent" or "sale" signs, not exceeding one and 

one-half (1½) square feet in area, are permitted on public property, as follows, 
provided that such real estate directional signs are displayed only from sundown 
Friday to sundown on Sundays and on legal holidays.  Not more than one (1) 
sign for each real estate agency shall be displayed in any one (1) street 
intersection but not on utility poles or trees, nor on or adjacent to any other 
public lands such as school sites, recreation fields, parks, and  parkways, and 
median strips.  Each such directional "for rent" or "sale" sign posted on public 
right-of-way shall contain the name of the real estate company or agency which 
caused the sign to be posted.  Such signs shall not be placed in such a fashion 
as to constitute a "vision obstruction" at street intersections as specified in 
Section 32 of this ordinance.   

*  *  * 
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14. Unlighted temporary Ppolitical campaign signs erected on the day before or on 

election day on the lot of the officially designated polling place for a period not 
to exceed twenty-four (24) hours.  Each sign may be no larger than four six 
(4½ 6)  square feet in area. 

 
15. Unlighted temporary political signs, not exceeding six (6) square feet in area 

and three (3) feet in height, may be displayed on public property only in  
median segments and intersection wedges between traffic lanes as follows: 

 
• On weekends and legal holidays during the same time period that real 

estate directional signs are permitted under Section 34.E.9, and  
• up to two (2) consecutive week days (Monday and Tuesday) before an 

election called by a duly constituted governmental body, which signs shall 
be removed within two (2) days after the election to which they pertain. 

 
A maximum of one (1) political sign per candidate or issue is allowed per 
median strip segment and/or intersection wedge segment.  As used herein the 
terms median segment and intersection wedge shall refer to a portion of the 
median or intersection that is surrounded by a continuous curb or where no 
curb exists is bordered by a curb cut, street, or street intersection.  Under this 
provision, no sign shall be placed in any intersection or in any traffic circle in a 
residential area or on any utility pole, tree, landscaped beautification area, 
traffic calming device. pedestrian refuge area, visual obstruction area, or traffic 
sign.  No sign shall be placed adjacent to or on any school site, municipal 
building, parkway or park. 
 

F.  Signs Permitted in All Districts With Permits. 
The following sign regulations shall apply in all districts unless otherwise expressly 
specified herein, and the area of any sign permitted in Section 34.F. shall not be 
counted in calculating permitted signs or sign area for signs described in Sections 34.E., 
34.G., or 34.H.  A sign permit shall be obtained from the zoning administrator for all 
signs allowed by these regulations.

*  *  * 
5. Temporary noncommercial signs are permitted in residential districts subject to 

the following: 
a. No one (1) sign shall exceed four (4) square feet in area. 
b. One (1) sign permit shall be required for each individually distinctive sign and 

each group of identical signs. 
c. A ten dollar ($10.00) nonrefundable sign permit fee shall be required for 

every group of twenty-five (25) or fewer signs. 
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d. No signs shall be erected for more than seventy (70) days prior to the event 
which they purport to advertise. 

e. All signs shall be removed within ten (10) days after the event. 
f. No more than one (1) sign is permitted for each principal dwelling unit. 
g. The sign may be freestanding or placed in a window. 

 
 56. The following regulations shall apply to signs with commercial messages allowed  
  on a temporary basis: 
 

*  *  * 
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Advertised Zoning Ordinance Amendment – May 17, 2003 

 
SECTION 34. NAMEPLATES, SIGNS, AND OTHER DISPLAYS OR DEVICES TO 

DIRECT, IDENTIFY, AND INFORM 
 
F. Signs Permitted in All Districts Without Permits 

No permit shall be required for any of the following signs and the same may be 
displayed as freestanding signs on private property, unless otherwise specifically 
noted, in any district: 

*  *  * 
8. The following signs may be displayed without a permit on private property in any 

district. 
 
 a. One (1) unlighted noncommercial, or "for sale," "rent" or "lease", sign or a 

sign advertising construction companies, contractors, or others performing 
work or services on a site on a temporary basis, but not exceeding a total 
area of seven (7)three (3) square feet, which may not be lighted.  Two (2) 
riders, each with a total area not exceeding 75 square feet, may be 
attached to such signs.  

 
 b.  Unlighted temporary political signs, without restriction as to number, are 

permitted on private property in all districts with a maximum total sign area 
per building address of 25 square feet.  Unlighted temporary political signs 
may be placed in a window, or in the case of freestanding signs shall not 
exceed six (6) feet in height.  No signs shall be erected for more than 
seventy (70) days prior to an election called by a duly constituted public 
body.  All signs shall be removed within ten (10) days following the event 
or election. 

 
*  *  * 

  
 9. Unlighted directional real estate "for rent" or "sale" signs, not exceeding one and 

one-half (1½) square feet in area, are permitted on public property, as follows, 
provided that such real estate directional signs are displayed only from sundown 
Friday to sundown on Sundays and on legal holidays.  Not more than one (1) 
sign for each real estate agency shall be displayed in any one (1) street 
intersection but not on utility poles or trees, nor on or adjacent to any other 
public lands such as school sites, recreation fields, parks, and  parkways, and 
median strips.  Each such directional "for rent" or "sale" sign posted on public 
right-of-way shall contain the name of the real estate company or agency which 
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caused the sign to be posted.  Such signs shall not be placed in such a fashion 
as to constitute a "vision obstruction" at street intersections as specified in 
Section 32 of this ordinance.   

 
*  *  * 

 
16. Unlighted temporary Ppolitical campaign signs erected on the day before or on 

election day on the lot of the officially designated polling place for a period not 
to exceed twenty-four (24) hours.  Each sign may be no larger than four seven 
(4½ 7)  square feet in area. 

 
17. Unlighted temporary political signs, not exceeding seven (7) square feet in 

area, relating to candidates or issues, may be displayed on public property only 
in median segments and intersection wedges between traffic lanes: 

 
• On weekends and legal holidays during the same time period that real 

estate directional signs are permitted under Section 34.E.9, and 
 

• Up to forty (40) days before an election called by a duly constituted 
governmental body or a nominating event by a political party, which signs 
shall be removed within two (2) days after the election or nominating event 
to which they pertain. 

 
A maximum of one (1) sign per candidate or issue is allowed per median strip 
segment or intersection wedge segment.  As used herein the terms median 
segment and intersection wedge shall refer to a portion of the median or 
intersection that is surrounded by a continuous curb or where no curb exists is 
bordered by a curb cut, street, or street intersection. No sign shall be placed in 
any traffic circle in a residential area or on any utility pole, tree, landscaped 
beautification area, traffic calming device. or traffic sign.  No sign shall be 
placed adjacent to or on any school site, municipal building, parkway or park.  
No sign shall be placed in such a fashion as to constitute a "vision obstruction" 
at street intersections as specified in Section 32 of this ordinance.          

F.  Signs Permitted in All Districts With Permits. 
The following sign regulations shall apply in all districts unless otherwise expressly 
specified herein, and the area of any sign permitted in Section 34.F. shall not be 
counted in calculating permitted signs or sign area for signs described 
In Sections 34.E., 34.G., or 34.H.  A sign permit shall be obtained from the zoning 
administrator for all signs allowed by these regulations. 
 

*  *  * 
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6. Temporary noncommercial signs are permitted in residential districts subject to 
the following: 
h. No one (1) sign shall exceed four (4) square feet in area. 
i. One (1) sign permit shall be required for each individually distinctive sign and 

each group of identical signs. 
j. A ten dollar ($10.00) nonrefundable sign permit fee shall be required for 

every group of twenty-five (25) or fewer signs. 
k. No signs shall be erected for more than seventy (70) days prior to the event 

which they purport to advertise. 
l. All signs shall be removed within ten (10) days after the event. 
m. No more than one (1) sign is permitted for each principal dwelling unit. 
n. The sign may be freestanding or placed in a window. 

 
 56. The following regulations shall apply to signs with commercial messages allowed 

on a temporary basis: 
 

*  *  * 
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Surrounding Jurisdictions Treatment of Political Signs 
 
Alexandria, VA. 
 
No size limit on signs. 
 
Political signs may be placed on private property and on that portion of the public right 
of way adjacent to a street, road, highway, alley or sidewalk the surface of which is 
grass; provided however, that no political sign may be placed 1) within the public right-
of-way of Washington Street or the George Washington Memorial Parkway, 2) within 15 
feet of any point at which the curb or curb line of any two intersecting streets meet, 3) 
within 15 feet of the end of any street median, or 4) within any channelization island. 
 
Any political sign erected or displayed on public right-of-way shall be free standing, 
shall have no part extending more than 42 inches above ground level, and shall be 
supported by no more than two supports, each support having dimensions of no more 
than one inch by two inches. 
 
Signs may be placed no more than 90 days prior to the nomination or election to which 
it pertains.  Successful candidates in nominations or primary elections may continue to 
display their signs during the interval between the nomination or primary and the 
general election except where the interval exceeds 90 days. 
 
A bond of $100 shall be deposited with the City Manger and is conditioned upon 
removal of all signs within 15 days after the announced results of the nomination or 
primary or general election to which the signs pertain. 
 
Staff is revising the sign ordinance and expects the City Council to consider 
amendments this fall. 
 
Fairfax County, VA 
 
Temporary political campaign signs may be permitted off-site in any district subject to 
the following conditions: 
 

1. No one such sign shall exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area, and no 
freestanding sign shall exceed eight (8) feet in height. 

2. One (1) sign permit shall be required for all temporary political campaign 
signs for each candidate or organization. 

3. A $5 non-refundable sign permit fee shall be required and, prior to the 
issuance of a permit, a $100 bond, with surety to the satisfaction of the 
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Zoning Administrator to ensure the removal of such signs in accordance with 
the time period(s) set forth below. 

4. The sign permit number assigned to the applicant shall be affixed in the 
lower right hand corner of each sign. 

5. No signs shall be erected for more than seventy-five (75) days prior to the 
nomination, election or referendum which they purport to advertise. 

6. All signs shall be removed within fifteen (15) days after the nomination, 
election or referendum. 

7. Nothing in this provision shall be construed to authorize the posting of 
political campaign signs upon trees, utility poles, traffic control signs, lights or 
devices, or in any place or manner prohibited by the provisions of this Article. 

 
Falls Church, VA. 
 
Temporary political signs are permitted only on private property with the permission of 
the property owner.  The size of the sign is limited to six (6) square feet.  No permits 
are required.  No signs are allowed in the public right-of-way. 
 
 
Vision Clearance Definition - Section 32.D.4. Arlington County Zoning 
Ordinance  
 
On any corner lot in an “R” or “RA” District there shall be no planting, structure, 
retaining wall, fence, shrubbery or obstruction to vision between a height of three (3) 
feet and a height of ten (10) feet above the curb level within the triangle formed by the 
street right-of-way lines and a line connecting said street lines twenty-five (25) feet 
from their intersection.  On any corner lot in a “C” or “M” District, no building or 
obstructions shall be permitted between a height of one (1) foot and a height of ten 
(10) feet higher than the curb level within the triangle formed by the street right-of-
way lines and a line connecting said street lines ten (10) feet from their intersection. 
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Interstate and State Primary Roadways in Arlington County. VA 

 
Route No. Name    From   To   
1 Jefferson Davis Hwy  S. County Line I-395 
 
27 Washington Blvd.  E. County Line Arlington Blvd. 
 
29 Lee Highway   W. County Line N. Abingdon St. 
 
29 Old Dominion Dr.  N. Abingdon St. Military Rd. 
 
29 Lee Highway   Military Rd.  N. Lynn St. 
 
50 Arlington Blvd.   W. County Line Roosevelt Bridge 
 
66 Custis Mem. Pkwy  N. County Line Roosevelt Bridge 
 
110 Jefferson Davis Hwy. N. Arl. Ridge Rd. I-395 
 
120 Glebe Rd.   Jeff. Davis Hwy. Chain Bridge Rd. 
 
123 Chain Bridge Rd.  N. County Line Chain Bridge Rd. 
 
124 Spout Run Pkwy.  Lee Hwy.  Lorcum Ln.  
 
233 Airport viaduct  Jeff. Davis Hwy. National Airport 
 
237 Washington Blvd.  Lee Hwy.  Glebe Rd. 
 
237 Fairfax Drive   Glebe Rd.  Kirkwood Rd. 
 
237 10th Street, North  Kirkwood Rd. Arlington Blvd. 
 
244 Columbia Pike   W. County Line Pentagon 
 
309 Old Dominion Dr.  N. County Line N. Abingdon St. 
 Lee Hwy.   N. Abingdon St. N. Quincy St. 
 
395 Shirley Highway  W. County Line 14th St. Bridge 
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Political 
Signs 

What is Currently Allowed (size, number, 
time, placement, permits, Zoning Ordinance 
Section, other) 

Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment (size, 
number, time, placement, permits, Zoning Ord. 
Section, other) 

Private 
Property 

Size:  Four (4) s.f. sign. 
Number:  One (1) sign for each dwelling unit. 
Placement:  May be placed seventy (70) days prior to 
event and removed ten (10) days after event.  Signs may be 
freestanding or placed in window. 
Permit: Permit required $10.00. 
Zoning:  §34.F.5.a-g. 
Other:  Not enforced. 

Size:  Six (6) s.f. sign.  Maximum sign area per address of 25 s.f. 
in single-family residential districts.  Additional window signs 
permitted in multi-family residential building. Sign may not exceed 
six (6) feet in height. 
Number: No restriction to number 
Placement:  Signs may be freestanding or placed in window. 
May be a non-election issue sign. 
Permit: Not required. 
Zoning:  §34.E.7.b. (Proposed)    

Polling 
Places 

Size:  No larger than four (4) s.f. 
Number:  No limit. 
Placement: Erected on day before or on the election day 
of the lot of the officially designated polling place for a 
period not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours. 
Permit: No permit required 
Zoning:  §34.E.14. 

Size:  No larger than six (6) s.f. 
Number:  No change-No limit 
Placement:  No change-Unlighted temporary political signs may 
be erected on day before or on the election day of the lot of the 
officially designated polling place for a period not to exceed 
twenty-four (24) hours. 
Permit:  No change-No permit required. 
Zoning:  §34.E.14.   

Public 
Property 

Size: No larger than four (4) s.f. 
Number: No limit. 
Placement: Similar to Real Estate Directional Signs.  Sign 
may only be displayed from sundown Friday to sundown 
Sunday and on legal holidays.  Sign may not be placed on 
utility poles, trees, adjacent to public lands, recreation 
fields, parks, pathways, and median strips.  Signs should 
not be placed to create a vision obstruction. 
Permit: No permits required. 
Zoning:  §34.E.9. 
Other:  Not enforced. 

Size:  No larger than six (6) s.f. in area and three (3) feet in 
height. 
Number:  One (1) sign per candidate/issue is allowed per 
median strip segment/intersection wedge.  Placement:  May be 
displayed at street intersections, median segments, intersection 
wedges between traffic lanes sundown Friday to sundown on 
Sunday and legal holidays and the two (2) consecutive days 
before an election. Signs are required to be removed within two 
(2) days after the election. No signs placed in any traffic circle in 
a residential area or on any utility pole, tree, landscaped area, 
traffic calming device, adjacent to or on any school site, muni 
building, parkway or park. Issue sign must be on the ballot. 
Permit: No permits required Zoning:  Proposed §34.E.15. 
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Real 
Estate 
Signs 

What is Currently Allowed (size, number, 
time, placement, Permits, Zoning Ordinance 
Section, other) 

Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment (size, 
number, time, placement, permits, Zoning 
Ordinance Section, other) 

Private 
Property 

Size:  Three (3) s.f.  sign. Two (2) riders, each with a total 
area not exceeding .75 s.f. may be attached to such signs. 
Number:  One (1) noncommercial or “for sale,”, “rent” or 
“lease” sign or sign advertising construction companies, 
contractors, or others performing work or services on a site 
per dwelling unit. 
Placement:  On a temporary basis.. 
Permit: No permit required 
Zoning:  §34.E.7. 

Size:  Increased up to six (6) s.f.  Riders deleted. 
Number:  No change-One (1) noncommercial or “for sale,”, 
“rent” or “lease” sign or sign advertising construction companies, 
contractors, or others performing work or services on a site per 
dwelling unit. 
Placement:  No change-On a temporary basis.. 
Permit: No change-No permit required 
Zoning:  §34.E.7.a.  

Public 
Property 

Size:  Unlighted directional real estate “for rent”, “sale” 
signs not to exceed one and one-half (1½) s.f. in area. 
Number:  Not more than one (1) sign for each real estate 
agency shall be displayed in any one (1) street intersection.  
Placement:  From sundown Friday to sundown Sunday and 
on legal holidays.  Signs not to be placed on utility poles, 
trees, nor on or adjacent to any other public lands such as 
school sites, recreation fields, parks, parkways and median 
strips.  Signs should not constitute a vision obstruction. 
Permit: No permit required. 
Zoning:  §34.E.9.  

Size:  No change-Unlighted directional real estate “for rent”, 
“sale” signs not to exceed one and one-half (1½) s.f. in area. 
Number:  No change -Not more than one (1) sign for each real 
estate agency shall be displayed in any one (1) street intersection. 
Placement:  No change except that signs would be permitted to 
be placed on public property and on median strips with the same 
restrictions on placement including no sign placed within ten (10) 
feet of the end of a median and within any channelized turning 
island or pedestrian refuge island. 
Permit: No permit required. 
Zoning:  §34.E.9.  
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Political 
Signs 

Task Force Recommendation 
(6/23/03) 

Staff Recommendation 

Private 
Property 

Size: Unlighted temporary political signs, six (6) s.f.  
Number: No restriction as to either number or total sign 
area. 
Placement: No restriction on time of placement.  Unlighted 
signs may be placed in a window, or in the case of 
freestanding sign shall not exceed six (6) feet. 
Permit: No 
 

Size:  Unlighted temporary political signs, six (6) s.f. in size.  Maximum 
sign area per address of 25 s.f. in single-family residential districts. 
Number: No restriction as to number. 
Placement:  Unlighted signs may be placed in a window, or in the 
case of freestanding sign shall not exceed six (6) feet.  Additional 
window signs permitted in multi-family residential bldgs that do not 
count against the maximum sign area per address. Includes non-ballot 
political issue signs.  
Permit:  No 

Polling 
Places 

Size: No larger than six (6) s.f. 
Number: No restriction as to number. 
Placement: Signs may be erected on day before or on the 
election day of the lot of the officially designated polling 
place for a period not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours. 
Permit: No 
 

Size: No larger than six (6) s.f. 
Number: No restriction as to number. 
Placement: Signs may be erected on day before or on the election 
day of the lot of the officially designated polling place for a period not 
to exceed twenty-four (24) hours. 
Permit: No 
 

Public 
Property 

Size: No larger than six (6) s.f. 
Number:  One (1) sign per candidate/issue is allowed per 
median strip segment and intersection wedge.  
Placement: Only in medians and intersection wedges 
between traffic lanes. On weekends and holidays during the 
same time real estate signs are permitted under Sec. 
34.E.9. and up to forty (40) days before an election called 
by a duly constituted governmental body or a nominating 
event by a political party until two (2) days following the 
election or nominating event.  No sign shall be placed in any 
traffic circle in a residential area or on any utility pole, tree, 
or traffic sign.  
Permit: No 
 

Size: No larger than six (6) s.f. and three (3) feet in height. 
Number:  One (1) political sign per candidate/issue is allowed per 
median strip segment and intersection wedge.  
Placement: May be displayed at street intersections, median 
segments, intersection wedges between traffic lanes on weekends and 
holidays during the same time real estate signs are permitted under 
Sec. 34.E.9. and up to two (2) days before an election.  Signs are 
required to be removed within two (2) days after the election.  No signs 
placed in any traffic circle in a residential area or on any utility pole, 
tree, landscaped area, traffic calming device, pedestrian refuge area, 
visual obstruction area, or traffic sign.  No sign shall be placed adjacent 
to or on any school site, muni bldg., parkway or park.  Issue sign must 
be a matter to be voted on the ballot. 
Permit: No 
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