
    July 11, 2003 
 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: KSI Services, Inc. 
 
 BY: Kathy Ferguson, Agent 
  Art Display Co. 
  2315 18th Place, N.E.  
  Washington, D.C. 20018 
 
SUBJECT: SP #243 Site Plan Amendment Request for approval of a 

comprehensive sign plan; on premises known as 2301 25th Street 
South, 2445, 2455 and 2465 South Army Navy Drive (The 
Metropolitan of Arlington-RPC #38-002-001, -002, -007, and -008). 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve the site plan amendment request for a 

comprehensive sign plan  to permit installation of ten 
(10) signs, including a back-lit monument sign, a back-
lit project identification wall sign, six street address 
signs, and a back-lit clock with a plaque, with a total 
sign area of 222 square feet, subject to the conditions 
of the staff report.  

 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: Staff recommends approval of the site plan amendment for the 

proposed comprehensive sign plan, subject to the conditions of the 
staff report.  A total sign area for the entire development would be 
222 square feet.  The design of the proposed signs is consistent 
with The Sign Guidelines for Site Plan Buildings and with other 
signs that were previously approved by the County Board.  The 
location of the clock and plaque would not adversely impact 
surrounding areas because they would not directly face residential 
neighborhoods.  The Arlington Ridge Civic Association has no 
objection for the proposed sign plan. 

STAFF:  Sakura Namioka, Planning Division 
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office:    
 
County Board Meeting Date – July 19, 2003 
PLA-3336 
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BACKGROUND:  The Metropolitan of Arlington is located on a 5.12-acre site, which 
was formerly occupied by the Pentagon City Hospital.  The site plan was approved by 
the County Board in 2001.  The Pentagon City Hospital and Engh Medical Center ceased 
operation in 1999, and their portion of the site has been redeveloped as the 
Metropolitan of Arlington, which contains 190 dwelling units.  Under the use permit 
approved by the County Board, the Anderson Orthopaedic Clinic continues to operate in 
the existing 32,845 square foot medical office building located on the northeast portion 
of the original site.  The existing 5-story parking structure was retained and adapted for 
residential use. 
 
Condition #42 of the site plan approval requires that the developer develop a 
comprehensive sign plan and that all exterior signs be consistent with The Sign 
Guidelines for Site Plan Buildings and the Zoning Ordinance.  In addition, Condition #42 
requires that all rooftop signs be approved by site plan or amendment. 
 
The following provides additional information about the site and location: 
 

• Site:  The 5.12-acre site is bounded by 25th and 26th Streets South and Army 
Navy Drive.  The Arlington Square development (Arna Valley Site Plan SP #330) 
is located to the south across 25th Street, and The Colonies of Arlington are 
adjacent to the north.  

 
• Zoning:  In 2001, the site was rezoned from “S-D” Special Districts to “RA7-16” 

Apartment Dwelling Districts, which permits up to 43 dwelling units per acre.  
 

• Land Use:  In 2001, a General Land Use Plan (GLUP) Amendment was approved 
to change the site’s designation to “Medium” Residential (37-72 units per acre).  

 
• Neighborhood:  The Arlington Ridge Civic Association. 

 
Proposed Signs:  The proposed sign plan includes a total of ten (10) signs, as 
described below:  A total sign area for the entire development would be 222 square 
feet.  The signs would be made of fabricated aluminum with aged pewter finish and 
would be back-lit with white illumination except for six (6) street address signs that are 
unlit.  The proposed signs are:  
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1. A monument sign with lettering that reads “The Metropolitan of Arlington” 

and a logo with a total sign area of 96 square feet.  The sign would be back-
lit and would be mounted on a base made of stucco supported by stacked 
stone columns, and would be installed on the main entrance to the site at the 
intersection of Army Navy Drive and 25th Street South.  Approximately 6 feet 
of setback would be provided from the corner of the property line. 

 
2. A back-lit wall sign that reads “The Metropolitan.” The sign has an area of 

44.34 square feet and would be mounted above the entrance to the 
Clubhouse on 25th Street South. 

 
3. Six (6) unlit address signs indicating street addresses.  Each sign would have 

a sign area of 1.7 square feet.  Total sign area would be 10.2 square feet. 
 
4. A back-lit clock with a shape of the logo and an unlit plaque.  The signs 

would have a sign area of 56.25 square feet and 15 square feet respectively.  
The plaque would read “The Metropolitan of Arlington/MMIII.”  These signs 
would be mounted on the roof top of the northeast elevation of the parking 
garage stair tower facing Army Navy Drive.  The height of the clock would be 
approximately 70 feet above ground.   

 
DISCUSSION:  Staff supports the proposed site plan amendments for the installation 
of ten (10) signs, as described in this report.  
 

• The Sign Guidelines for Site Plan Buildings:  Under the Sign Guidelines for Site 
Plan Buildings, the Metropolitan of Arlington would be allowed to have 
approximately 1,030 square feet of signs, based on a total linear feet of building 
wall measured along the two street frontage.  Thus the proposed sign plan is in 
compliance with the requirements of the Sign Guidelines for Site Plan Buildings.   

 
• A rooftop clock sign mounted on the northwest wall of the parking garage would 

face Army Navy Drive (I-295).  The height of the proposed clock would be 
approximately 70 feet above the ground.  The sign faces I-295 and the Army 
Navy Country Club, and would not generally be visible from residential areas.  In 
addition, it would add visual interest to the blank wall of the stair tower.   
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• The signs would be made of fabricated aluminum with aged pewter finish and 

supported by black returns and would be back-lit with white illumination except 
for six (6) street address signs, which would be unlit.  This design is consistent 
with the design of other signs that were previously approved by the County 
Board by site plan.  

 
• The Arlington Ridge Civic Association has no objection for the proposed sign 

plan. 
 
CONCLUSION:  Staff supports the site plan amendment request for a comprehensive 
sign plan to permit installation of ten (10) signs, subject to the conditions of the staff 
report.  Four of these signs would be back-lit and one of those would be a rooftop sign 
installed approximately 70 feet above the ground.  It is recommended that the site plan 
amendment be approved subject to the following conditions:  
 

42. The developer agrees to develop a comprehensive sign plan and all exterior 
signs shall be consistent with the guidelines contained in "Sign Guidelines for 
Site Plan Buildings as adopted by the County Board and with Section 34 of 
the Zoning Ordinance.  This site plan approval does not constitute approval 
of any signage shown on the revised drawings dated February 20 and 21, 
2001.  The Zoning Administrator shall determine whether the signs meet the 
standards of the guidelines and the ordinance. No sign permits will be issued 
until a comprehensive sign plan is approved .  The developer agrees to obtain 
approval for a comprehensive sign plan before the issuance of the Shell and 
Core Permit.  All proposed rooftop signs shall require a site plan approval or 
amendment. (Existing condition) 

 
60. The applicant agrees that the size, design, location and color of the proposed 

signs shall be as shown on the drawings prepared by Art Display Co. and 
entitled 0545-02-09DC The Metropolitan of Arlington (package), and dated 
April 28, 2003, as attached to the staff report and approved by the County 
Board on July 19, 2003. (Proposed new condition)  
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:  
  

October 29, 1981   Approved a use permit (U-2311-81-1) to operate the 
principal offices of physicians, surgeons, or dentists, 
with conditions.  

 
October 20, 1982   Use permit (U-2311-81-1) expired.  
 
April 9, 1983      Approved a use permit (U-2361-83-2) to operate the 

principal offices of physicians, surgeons, or dentists, 
with conditions.  

 
April 9, 1984      Use permit (U-2361-83-2) expired.  
 
May 12, 1984      Approved a use permit (U-2466-85-4) to operate the 

principal offices of physicians, surgeons, or dentists, 
with conditions.  

 
September 7, 1985       Continued a use permit (U-2466-85-4) with 

conditions.  
 
May 17, 1986  Approved a use permit (U-2508-86-4) for a helipad 

(helicopter landing site).  
 
    Denied a use permit amendment (U-2466-85-4) to 

permit a 4th floor on a medical office building and a 
parking structure.  

 
June 28, 1986  Approved a site plan request (SP #243) for a medical 

complex at 2445, 2455 and 2465 Army Navy Drive.  
 
    Approved a rezoning of the site from "RA14-26" to  

"S-D".  
 



Site Plan Amendment Request 
SP #243:  Metropolitan at Arlington Comp. Sign Plan -6- 
 

 
PLA-3336 
 

 
April 18, 1987     Approved a site plan amendment request (SP #243) 

to permit identification signage for the Anderson 
Clinic medical office building.  

 
August 13, 1988   Approved a site plan amendment request (SP #243) 

to permit hospital identification signage.  
 
November 21, 1989 Approved a site plan amendment (SP #243) for an 

above-grade parking structure and other site 
improvements for the hospital.  

 
October 6, 1990  Accepted withdrawal of a site plan amendment (SP 

#243) to modify Condition #43 requiring lattice 
treatment of garage guard rails.  

 
    Section 33 of the Zoning Ordinance establishes the 

minimum parking requirement for offices of 
physicians, surgeons and dentists as: 1 sp/150 s.f. for 
the first 5,000 s.f. of GFA, 1 sp/200 s.f. for the next 
10,000 s. f. of GFA, and 1 sp/250 s.f. for areas in 
excess of 15,000 s.f. 

 
March 17, 2001 A. Approved a General Land Use Plan amendment 

from Government and Community Facilities to 
“Medium” Residential (37-72 units per acre).  

 
 B. Approved the rezoning of the site from "S-D,” 

Special Development District to “RA7-16,” 
Apartment Dwelling Districts. 

 
C. Approve the site plan request for a total of 190 

dwelling units, including 7 units of affordable 
housing, subject to the conditions of the staff 
report which supersede all previous conditions.  
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 D. Approve the use permit request for the medical 
office building, which contains the Anderson 
Orthopedic Clinic, at a density of 1.0 F.A.R. 


