
 
STAFF: Tom Wallace and Patricia McKenzie,  DHS, Child and Family Services Division 
             
 
County Board Meeting – June 14, 2003 

 May 19, 2003 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Department of Human Services Supplemental Appropriations 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 1.  Appropriate $20,000 in FY 2003 from the 
Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation 
and Substance Abuse Services (001.0745) to the 
Department of Human Services (001.417) for  

   Special Needs Child Care Services. 
    

  2.  Appropriate $3,500 in FY 2003 from the 
Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation 
and Substance Abuse Services (001.0746) to the 
Department of Human Services (001.416) for 
substance abuse prevention programs. 

 
ISSUE: None 
 
SUMMARY: The Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and 

Substance Abuse Services has awarded the Department of Human 
Services two grants: 1. $20,000 to provide child care subsidies to 
eligible families whose children have special needs; and 2. one-time 
$3,500 Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment (SAPT) grant 
for community based substance abuse prevention for youth. 

 
BACKGROUND: The award for Special Needs Child Care is provided by the Federal 
Child Care and Developmental Fund.  The goal of the grant is to provide child care 
subsidies to eligible families whose children have special needs. 
 
The SAPT grant funds are to be used to support substance abuse prevention services 
only. Funding can be used for curriculum, computers and other office equipment, 
training, subscriptions to prevention-related publications, and community prevention 
planning activities. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: The Special Needs Child Care grant provides an additional stream 
of funds to be used by the Child Care Office in the Child and Family Services Division of 
the Department of Human Services. The Child Care Office has identified 10 children, 
already eligible and receiving services, whose child care expenditures can be covered by 
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the funds awarded by this grant. Reimbursement up to the maximum value of the grant 
will be provided for child care services received during the period of October 1, 2002, 
through September 30, 2003. 
 
The Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment funds will be used to purchase new 
research based curricula, office equipment and training, as well as supporting the 
activities of a Planning Group for Substance Abuse Prevention Services.  This is an 
essential component of the community-based substance abuse prevention plan.  The 
planned use of these funds will enhance the implementation of prevention services to 
Arlington County youth and their families, within both the school and community 
setting.  Funds must be expended by September 30, 2003. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None; no local match is required for either of the two grants. Both 
grants expire on September 30, 2003. There is as yet no information on whether the 
grants will be renewed at that time. 


