
STAFF:  Charles Denney, DPW, Planning 
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office:  _________ 
 
County Board Meeting – June 28, 2003 
 

June 12, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Authorization to submit an application for Transportation Enhancements 

Program funds to the Commonwealth Transportation Board for the design 
of an extension of the Arlington Boulevard Trail. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 1.  Authorize the County Manager to submit, on 

behalf of the County Board, an application to the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board for Fiscal Year 
2004 Transportation Enhancements Program funding 
for the design of an extension of the Arlington 
Boulevard Trail. 

 
 2.  Adopt the attached Resolution regarding Arlington 

County’s application for Transportation Enhancement 
Program funds. 

 
ISSUE:  None. 
 
SUMMARY:  The Transportation Enhancement (TE) program is a federal funding 
program managed by the Virginia Department of Transportation.  Funding is available 
for 12 specific types of projects, including bicycle and pedestrian projects, that have a 
direct relationship to the surface transportation system and are an enhancement to the 
transportation system.  Arlington’s application is for funding of the design of a shared 
use path generally located on the east side of Arlington Boulevard and the east side of 
Washington Boulevard between North Pershing Drive and Columbia Pike. The estimated 
cost for the design is $200,000.  The TE program requires a 20 percent match from the 
jurisdiction requesting funding, resulting in a request for $160,000 in TE funds, with 
Arlington County providing the remaining $40,000. 
 
BACKGROUND: The Federal Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) established the Transportation Enhancements Program which was intended to 
fund activities which will increase the value of transportation facilities by improving 
aspects of intermodalism, aesthetics, environmental quality and historic preservation.  
The program was established with 10 categories of eligible projects, including bicycle 
and pedestrian trails, historic preservation, landscaping and scenic improvement.  In 
past years (1994, 1995 and 1997) the County received funding for two bicycle and 
pedestrian trail projects and for the design of the Clarendon Metrorail station canopy.  



 

With the reauthorization of the ISTEA legislation, the Transportation Enhancements 
program was refined and granted additional funding.   Approximately $18 million in 
Transportation Enhancements grant funds will be available for distribution statewide in 
Fiscal Year 2004. 
 
DISCUSSION: The process to receive Federal Transportation Enhancements 
Program funding requires the submission of an application to the Virginia 
Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) by July 1, 2003.   Projects must have an 
official public hearing and Project Endorsement Resolution by a local jurisdiction.  The 
County endorsement would be achieved through adoption of the attached Project 
Endorsement Resolution.  Enhancements Program awards provide 80% of the project 
costs and the applicant must have available 20% of the expected project cost as a local 
match.  The applications, which are submitted from jurisdictions across Virginia, will be 
reviewed and evaluated by the CTB.  It is anticipated that the CTB will announce the 
grant winners in October, 2003.    
 

County staff has worked with advisory committees to identify potential projects 
for funding applications.  An application for the Arlington Boulevard Trail extension is 
proposed as Arlington County’s submission to the CTB.  Public discussion of the 
proposed application has taken place at meetings of the Transportation Commission 
and the Bicycle Advisory Committee.  Endorsements for the project have been 
submitted by the Washington Area Bicyclist Association, the Virginia Bicycling 
Federation and local citizens.  

 
Arlington’s application is for funding of the design of a shared-use path generally 

located on the east side of Arlington Boulevard and the east side of Washington 
Boulevard between North Pershing Drive and Columbia Pike.  The approved redesign of 
Arlington Boulevard in the vicinity of North 10th Street and North Courthouse Road 
includes the addition of a shared-use path on the south side of Arlington Boulevard 
between North Rolf Street and North Pershing Drive.  The trail proposed in the TE 
application will be an extension of this trail and was included in the recently approved 
amendment of the Arlington Bicycle Transportation Plan.  The application also proposes 
to improve the existing Arlington Boulevard Trail, on the north side, between 10th Street 
North and Pershing Drive.  Currently, only a 5 to 6 foot wide sidewalk serves as the trail 
in this location.  The estimated cost for the design is $200,000.  The TE program 
requires a 20 percent match from the jurisdiction requesting funding, resulting in a 
request for $160,000 in TE funds, with Arlington County providing the remaining 
$40,000. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: If the application for TE funding is successful a local match of 
$40,000 will be required.  The FY 2003-2008 Capital Improvement Program included 
$160,000 in bond funding for Trail Improvements.  Approximately $60,000 has been 



 

used for trail repaving, leaving a balance of approximately $100,000.  The local match 
for this project would be provided from this fund. 



 

 

Project Endorsement Resolution 
 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) construction 
allocation procedures, it is necessary that a request by resolution be received by the CTB from 
the local government or state agency in order that the Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) establish a transportation enhancement project within the locality; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia desires to request the CTB to 
establish a certain transportation enhancement project within Arlington County. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Board of Arlington County, 
Virginia (the “County Board”) requests CTB to establish a transportation enhancement project 
for the design of the Arlington Boulevard Trail Extension (the “Project”). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, subject to appropriation and, subject to the execution of 
an agreement between the County Board and the Virginia Department of Transportation, if funds 
are awarded for the project: 1) the County Board hereby agrees to pay 20 percent of the total cost 
for planning, and design, of the Project, and; 2) if the County Board subsequently elects to cancel 
the Project, the County Board hereby agrees to reimburse VDOT for the total amount of the 
direct costs reasonably expended by VDOT in reliance on the adoption of this Resolution 
through the date VDOT is notified of such cancellation. 
 
Adopted by the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia on this 28th day of  
June, 2003. 
 
County Board of Arlington County, Virginia 
 
BY ________________________ 
Chairman 
 
Attest __________________________ 
Clerk to the County Board 
  
 
 
 
          

     


