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 March 5, 2003 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: Queen of Peace Early Learning Center 
 
 BY: Rev. Leonard Tuozzolo 
 2700 South 19th Street 
 Arlington, Virginia 22204 
 
SUBJECT: U-1748-67-2 USE PERMIT AMENDMENT (CARRY-OVER) for Queen 

of Peace Early Learning Center, change in ages of children to 
infants to 13 years, hours 7:00 am – 7:00 pm; premises known as 
2700 S. 19th St. (RCP #31-008-050) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve, subject to all previous conditions, with a 

review in one (1) year (March 2004).  
 
SITE: The subject use is located in an existing church building of Our 

Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church.  The program occupies 
approximately 5,805 square feet of interior space in the church.  
There are single family residences across the street facing the 
Learning Center’s main entrance and to the west of the Center’s 
building.  Parking lots are available along the edges of the site.  

 
ZONING: “R-6” One-Family Dwelling District 
 
LAND USE: Low Residential (1-10 units/acre) 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD: Nauck Civic Association 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Queen of Peace Early Learning Center has operated under use permit approval and 
without complaints to County agencies since 1967.  The Learning Center offers a 
Montessori program for children between the ages of 2 to 6 years.  In 1995, the 
applicant proposed to increase from 100 to 153 children in order to address the 
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numbers of children on a waiting list at that time.  The County Board approved the 
amendment request in July 1995.   
 
The applicant is proposing to amend the original use permit to increase the ages of 
children from 2 - 6 years to infant – 13 years.  The applicant would provide before- and 
after-school care in addition to the existing Learning Center.  The program would 
operate between 7:00AM – 7:00 PM, Monday through Friday, with a maximum of 153 
children on site.  
 
DISCUSSION 
The applicant is proposing this amendment to meet the use permit’s capacity regarding 
the number of children.  Currently the Learning Center has an enrollment of 
approximately 70 children, which is much lower than the approved use permit limit of 
153.  Because of the age limits of the original use permit and the changes in 
neighborhood demand, the Learning Center has been having difficulty in the past few 
years getting as many clients as they are equipped to handle.  The lack of clients makes 
it difficult for the Learning Center to keep a stable staff and thus to maintain the quality 
of their services.  The applicant is also proposing to extend the hours of operation to 
include an after-school program. 
 
The applicant has been working cooperatively with the Child Care Office.  The Child 
Care Office reports that the applicant has been providing adequate services to the 
community.  Code Enforcement staff report the Center has been operating in 
compliance with all State and County codes.  
 
CONCLUSION 
The use is compatible with other uses in the area and no conflicts have occurred.  The 
site provides adequate service to the proposed ages of children.  Staff support the 
applicant’s request to change the children’s age and extend the operation hours to 
make full use of the existing child care facility.  No complaints or issues have been 
reported to staff.  As the program develops, the applicant would be expected to 
continue to work closely with Child Care staff to ensure that all State and local child 
care codes are met.  
 
The use is located in the Nauck neighborhood and the Nauck Civic Association has been 
contacted.  The Nauck Civic Association approved the use permit amendment.  Child 
Care staff will continue to provide technical assistance to the applicant.  Therefore, it is 
recommended that the use permit amendment be approved, subject to all previous 
conditions, with a review in one (1) year (March 2004). 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:  
  

June 4, 1966 Approved use permit (U-1694-65-1) for operating a 
community building and a child care center for 60 children, 
ages 2 - 10 years. 

 
 April 15, 1967 Approved a use permit (U-1748-67-2) to increased 

authorized enrollment for a child care center from 60 to 100 
children, ages 2 - 12 years. 

 
 June 22, 1967 Continued use permit (U-1748-67-2) for a day care center 

for 100 children. 
 
 June 4, 1969  Annually continued use permit to (U-1748-67-2) for a 
        to day care center for 100  children. 
 June 4, 1977  
 
 June 3, 1978 Continued use permit (U-1748-67-2) with no further review. 
 

July 8, 1995 Approved use permit (U-1748-67-2) amendment to increase 
the enrollment from 100 to 153 children, ages two to six 
years, for the parcel of real property known as 2700 South 
19th Street, subject to conditions, with a review in one (1) 
year (July 1996). 

 
July 20, 1996 Continued use permit (U-1748-67-2) amendment to increase 

the enrollment from 100 to 153 children, ages two to six 
years, subject to all previous conditions, with a review in 
three (3) years (July 1999). 

 
July 10, 1999 Continued use permit (U-1748-67-2) amendment to increase 

the enrollment from 100 to 153 children, ages two to six 
years, subject to all previous conditions, with a review in five 
(5) years (July 2004). 


