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TO:   The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  An Ordinance to Vacate a Portion of a 12 foot Public Alley located in 

 Block 8, Alcova Heights, with conditions. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Defer consideration of the requested vacation to the April 26, 

2003 County Board meeting. 
 
ISSUES:  None. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The County Board enacted an ordinance of vacation to vacate this 
easement on July 28, 2001.  The vacation was not completed within the one year 
required of the conditions of the vacation, and the ordinance became null and void.  This 
vacation is the replacement for that ordinance.  The subject vacation of a portion of a 12 
foot public alley in Block 8, Alcova Heights was requested by Lawrence McDonald, (the 
Applicant”) who is the owner of Lot 7 (825 South Monroe Street).   
 
The portion of the alley proposed to be vacated was created by the dedication of Alcova 
Heights in 1921.  The alley originally bisected the block from ease to west; however, the 
eastern portion was vacated by the County Board in 1988.  The remaining portion is 12 
feet wide and approximately 160 feet long.  The portion of the alley proposed to be 
vacated extends from the South Monroe Street right of way to the middle of the block, 
approximately 155 feet to the east.  The applicant has requested the vacation in order to 
expand his yard.   
 
Staff recommends deferral of consideration of the vacation to the County Board meeting 
of April 26, 2003, because the required consideration, by the Planning Commission, of 
the proposed public alley vacation for consistency with the General Land 
Use/Comprehensive Plan needs to be advertised as required by law.  The Applicant 
agrees with the recommendation. 
 
LEGAL AND PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  The subject alley was dedicated in the 
original Alcova Heights Subdivision which was created in original Alcova Heights 
Subdivision which was created in 1921.  This area is currently paved with asphalt (in 
poor condition), and appears to be a driveway serving the adjacent property owner.  The 
alley, if vacated, would revert to each of the adjacent owners of the lots addressed at 



 

825 S. Monroe St. 
County Board Meeting March 15, 2003 

2 

825 and 831 South Monroe Street.  Each property owner would receive a six (6) feet 
wide portion of the alley.   
   
PUBLIC NOTICE:  Public notice was given in accordance with § 15.2-2204 of the Code of 
Virginia.  Notices were placed in the February 18, 2003 and the February 25, 2003 issues of 
the Arlington Journal for the County Board meeting of March 15, 2003. 
 


