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County Board Meeting – March 15, 2003 

 March 3, 2003 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan - Arlington 

Bicycle Transportation Plan – By adding Appendix E-Additional 
Bikeway Facility Proposals. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve the attached amendment to the 

Comprehensive Plan - Arlington Bicycle 
Transportation Plan, - to add Appendix E-Additional 
Bikeway Facility Proposals to the Arlington Bicycle 
Transportation Plan. 

 
ISSUES: None 
 
BACKGROUND:   Arlington County began to develop special facilities for bicycles in 
1968 when it constructed the first segment of the Four Mile Run Trail.  Bicycling was 
introduced to the County Comprehensive Plan in 1974, with the Master Bikeways Plan.  
Major updates were adopted in 1986, 1994 and 2001.  The County, in combination 
with the National Park Service, Virginia Department of Transportation and the Northern 
Virginia Regional Park Authority, has developed most of the planned bikeway network.  
Currently, the bikeway system includes 36 miles of paved, shared-use trails, 12 miles of 
bicycle lanes and 38 miles of signed shared roadways. 
 
DISCUSSION:   Exclusive of the addition of Appendix D: Arlington Bicycle Lane 
Network in 2001, the Bicycle Transportation Plan has not had a major revision since 
1994.  Many of the projects included in the 1994 revision have been constructed and 
Arlington’s bikeway network has grown.  Other projects recommended in the Plan 
remain to be designed and constructed.  However, a number of new projects have been 
identified that are likely to either begin design or be implemented in the next two to 
three years that are not included in the Plan.  These projects include federal projects 
within Arlington, projects related to new development and projects providing access to 
parks that did not exist in 1994. 
 
The Bicycle Advisory Committee (“BAC”) and staff considered undertaking a full revision 
and update of the Bicycle Transportation Plan, but decided that this process would take 
one year to 18 months, and that some of the projects would need to begin before an 
update could be completed.  The BAC and staff decided to undertake a two-phase 
approach to an update of the Plan.  This first phase recommends adding the attached 
Appendix E with 11 new projects that have a strong possibility of being funded, 
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designed or constructed in the next two to three years.  Including these projects in the 
Plan at this time will allow these projects to move forward and be considered for 
inclusion in the 2005-2010 Capital Improvement Program.  The second, more 
comprehensive, phase of the Plan update will be a complete review of the Plan and new 
recommendations regarding priorities within the Plan. 
 
The majority of the proposed projects are included in other County planning 
documents, such as neighborhood conservation plans, are federally-initiated projects, or 
are related to new developments in the County and have broad support.   
 
The BAC held a public hearing regarding the proposed amendments in November 2002. 
At the hearing most of the speakers addressed the proposed Spout Run Bridge, which 
has been a controversial proposal and the focus of much of the discussion about the 
proposed amendments.  The North Highlands and Woodmont neighborhoods are 
located on either side of the proposed bridge and both civic associations have had 
extensive debates about the possibility of building the bridge. At the time of the public 
hearing neither North Highlands nor Woodmont had developed its official position 
regarding the bridge, and both groups asked that the BAC either eliminate the proposed 
bridge from the list of projects or wait until the neighborhoods could develop their 
respective positions.  The BAC decided to wait until its February 3, 2003 meeting to 
decide on the final list of projects to recommend for the Plan update.   
 
At the February 3 BAC meeting both the North Highlands and Woodmont Civic 
Associations presented their formal positions that had been developed since November. 
Both civic associations came forward with positions opposing a bridge over Spout Run. 
Following the presentations the BAC decided to recommend removing the proposed 
bridge over Spout Run from the list of projects proposed for Appendix E, but to add a 
note that the BAC supports the bridge in principle and will consider including the bridge 
in future plan updates. 
 
The Transportation Commission and Park and Recreation Commission recommended 
approval of the proposed amendments.  The Planning Commission heard the proposed 
amendments at its March 3 meeting and recommended approval of the amendments 
with two modifications, revising the language for Project 3. Columbia Pike Bike Lanes 
and Routes, and removing the note regarding the Spout Run Bridge.  The Planning 
Commission recommended eliminating the reference to bicycle lanes and the Form 
Based Code so that the proposed project would be consistent with the actions and 
direction of the County Board at its February 25 meeting regarding Columbia Pike.  
Commission’s were concerned that any recommendations regarding bicycle 
accommodation on Columbia Pike be consistent with the recommendations of the 
Working Group that will be formed to develop recommended cross-sections for 
Columbia Pike.  Staff concurs with this recommendation of the Planning Commission 
and it is reflected in the attached Appendix E. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Future Capital Improvement Programs will reflect the funding 
needed for projects included in the plan amendment.  Some of the projects may be 
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granted state and/or federal funding in the future. For example the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Authority has endorsed using $320,000 in FY 2004 Regional Surface 
Transportation Program funding for the trail connection from the Four Mile Run Trail to 
Potomac Yards.  Another $80,000 is to be provided by the developers of Potomac 
Yards as a condition of site plan approval. 


