
 
STAFF: Robert Corletta, PRCR, Urban Forester 
Reviewed by the County Attorney's Office (if needed):  ___________ 
 
County Board Meeting – March 29, 2003 

 March 13, 2003 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Request to Advertise a public hearing on the adoption of a non-

codified ordinance designating the following tree on private 
property: 1) Designation as a “Specimen Tree” of the flowering 
dogwood (Cornus florida) located in the front yard of 5210 North 
27th Road.   

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize advertisement of a public hearing for the adoption of 

an ordinance on April 26th, 2003 to designate one “Specimen Tree” 
in accordance with Arlington County’s Tree Preservation Ordinance 
(Chapter 67, Trees and Shrubs) so that it is subject to protection 
from removal or injury.  

 
DISCUSSION:  The preservation of Arlington’s trees and enhancement of tree canopy 
coverage has been identified as a top priority by the Arlington County Board and 
citizens.  
 
The tree recommended for designation through Arlington County’s Tree Preservation 
Ordinance is currently included on Arlington’s Notable Tree List for its unusual size.  
Presently it is the largest documented flowering dogwood in the County.  The following 
information describes the tree and the reasons why it is recommended for special 
designation: 
 
Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida) in the front yard of 5210 North 27th Road 
 
 
This flowering dogwood has recently been added to the County’s Notable Tree List.  It 
will receive a plaque for being the largest documented representative of its species in 
the County.  Ms. Haji Warf, the property owner, has nominated the tree.  As a member 
of the Urban Forestry Commission that drafted the Tree Protection Ordinance, Ms. Warf 
knows the importance of protecting trees as well as the implications of a tree’s 
designation.   Designation of the tree will help to insure its continued stewardship.  
Native dogwoods such as this specimen are rare and contribute much to our 
community.   
 
 


