
STAFF:  Steve Holl, Police, Chief of Police 
 
County Board Meeting – March 29, 2003 

         March 7, 2003 
 
TO:   The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Highway Safety Project 

Grants. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 1. Authorize the County Manager to submit two  
                                                   DMV Highway Safety Project Grant  
                                                   applications, to be used for certain Police  
                                                   Department highway safety programs. 
 

2. Contingent upon the approval of additional 
state funds, appropriate up to $50,200 in 
revenue to (001.220.0649) and expenditures 
up to $50,200 to the Police Departments’ 
expenditure budget (001.220).  

  
ISSUE: Should the County apply for Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles 

(DMV) Highway Safety Project Grant funding in reference to the 
following highway safety programs? 

 
(a) Program using off-duty officers to identify and 

intercept vehicles with drivers that are driving 
under the influence. 

 
(b) An Aggressive Driver and Red Light Violations  
          Program using off-duty police officers to enforce         
          those traffic violations linked to aggressive  

driving. 
 

  
BACKGROUND:   The United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) is the 
federal agency responsible for the promotion of highway safety activities throughout 
the United States. As part of its responsibility, USDOT provides federal monies to the 
states for the purpose of adopting and improving projects or programs designed to 
reduce accidents, injuries and fatalities on the highways within their boundaries.  
 
In Virginia, federal funding is administered by the Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) and is provided to state agencies and political subdivisions of the state for the 
development and continuation of highway safety projects. The Police Department is 
requesting funds to assist in subsidizing the costs associated with the continued 
enhancement of the aggressive driver/red light enforcement program. 



 

With this additional funding officers will be afforded the time to follow-up on 
aggressive driving complaints received from the community and to target their 
enforcement efforts throughout the community at times other than rush hour.  
 
These funds will also subsidize the departments’ efforts surrounding DUI 
enforcement. The department has an alcohol safety awareness program that 
operates on the weekend during the early morning hours. These funds will allow the 
department to provide enforcement during other times as identified and needed, as 
well as provide training for 4 officers on the Training for Intervention Procedures 
(TIPS program). Those officers will then serve as liaisons with the business 
community, training and informing them and their staff serving alcoholic beverages, 
on identifying the signs of an intoxicated patron, and knowing when and how to 
properly intervene.  
 
 FISCAL IMPACT: The Police Department is requesting $50,200 in grant funds. 
These funds will expire in a year, on September 30, 2004.  Arlington County’s 
required 50% match for these funds is $25,100. The County’s match will come from 
“in-kind services”. These in-kind services and associated funds will be available with 
in the approved budget.  
 
 
 
 


