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County Board Meeting – May 17, 2003 

May 8, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Appropriation of Emergency Management Grants from the 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   1. Appropriate $35,000 in FY 2003 from  

The Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management (001.649) to the Fire 
Department (001.241) to provide 
Community Emergency Response Team 
(C.E.R.T.) training and supplies. 
 

2.  Appropriate $5,000 in FY 2003 from  
The Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management (001.649) to the Fire 
Department (001.241) to provide support 
to the Arlington Citizens Corps Council. 

 
ISSUE:   Whether to appropriate funds received from the State to the C.E.R.T.  
 and the Arlington Citizens Corps Council. 
 
SUMMARY:  The County will receive a total of $40,000 from the Virginia 

Department of Emergency Management for Citizens Corps and 
C.E.R.T. 

 
DISCUSSION: The Commonwealth of Virginia has recently received grants 
from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to assist localities in creating 
and maintaining Citizens Corps Councils and Community Emergency Response 
Teams (C.E.R.T.).  The Virginia Department of Emergency Management is the 
designated state agency charged to manage these grants. 
 
The County will receive $35,000 from the Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management, to be used for the C.E.R.T. program.  The County will use this 
money to continue the current C.E.R.T. program, offer the program in Spanish, 
develop an exercise for the C.E.R.T. teams, purchase supplies and to offer the 
existing teams more advanced training.  C.E.R.T. teams are residents trained by 
the Fire Department following a curriculum developed by The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA).  The training includes disaster awareness, basic 
disaster first aid, basic search and rescue, small fire suppression, disaster 



 

psychology, terrorism, and team organization.  Teams are formed within existing 
civic association boundaries. 
 
The County will receive $5,000 from the Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management, to be used for the Citizens Corps Council.  The County will use the 
money to print emergency preparedness brochures, develop program marketing 
materials and to support the Citizens Corps volunteers with the purchase of 
office supplies.  The Arlington Citizens Corps Council was formed to bring the 
community leaders together to coordinate the involvement of community 
members in emergency preparedness planning, mitigation, response and 
recovery. The Council provides advice to the County Manager on the 
development and implementation of the County’s Comprehensive Emergency 
Management Plan to ensure that the plan addresses the preparedness needs of 
all members of the community. 
 
The Council is currently made up of over 50 community volunteers representing 
residents, businesses, non-profit organizations, and many diverse community 
groups.  The Council has established task groups to work on specific areas 
identified in the After Action Report from the Attack on the Pentagon on 
September 11, 2001.  These task groups are public emergency communications, 
public education for emergency preparedness, community involvement and 
volunteer participation, and management of community resources for disaster 
response. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: None, no County match is required. 


