
STAFF:  Juan R. Javier and Jim Nobil, Department of Public Works, Engineering Division 
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office (if needed):  _____________ 
 
County Board Meeting - May 17, 2003 

April 28, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Approve the Award of an Amendment to an Agreement with Burgess and 

Niple, Inc. for design of the Four Mile Run Trail Crossing of Shirley 
Highway  

 
 Agreement Number 69-96 
 
RECOMMENDATION: A.  Approve the Award of Amendment No. 1 to 

Agreement No. 69-96 to Burgess and Niple, Inc. 
to provide final design plan revisions and 
easement plat revisions needed to finalize the 
easement acquisition with four property owners, 
for the Four Mile Run Trail crossing of Shirley 
Highway in the amount of $35,025 and authorize 
additional funds in the amount of $3,500 as a 
contingency. The total project authorization is 
therefore $38,525. 

 
  B. Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the 

contract documents, subject to review by the 
County Attorney.  

 
ISSUE: None 
 
SUMMARY: The Four Mile Run Trail Crossing of Shirley Highway, I-395, 

(“Project”) is in the final stage of design and easement acquisition 
with four property owners that are impacted by the Trail project. 
The DPW Right of Way Agent has negotiated and tentatively 
reached an agreement with the property owners for the permanent 
and temporary construction easements needed for the trail 
alignment.  To finalize the easement acquisitions, a revised design 
plan reflecting the negotiated changes and new easement plats 
need to be drawn by our consultant and presented to the owners 
prior to them signing the easement agreements.  

  



 

BACKGROUND: The Arlington County Bicycle Transportation Master Plan, which 
was adopted April, 1994, identified the Project as one of the County’s highest priority  
bikeway projects. The Arlington Bicycle Advisory Committee also has identified the 
project as their top priority. 
 
On May 1996, the County Board approved and awarded Agreement No. 69-96 to 
Burgess & Niple, Inc. (“B&N”), formerly Bengston, DeBell & Elkin, LTD., in the amount 
of $186,668 for preliminary engineering, permit application, environmental assessment, 
final design plan and preparation of easements plats. B&N completed and submitted the 
final design plan and easements plats to DPW on November 1999. 
 
On August 2000, the Four Mile Run Relief Sewer Improvements, a new 48-inch sanitary 
sewer line designed by Camp Dresser & McKee, complete with approved design plans, 
permits and easement plats, was combined with the Project.  In order to facilitate the 
easement acquisition and minimize the disturbance of Four Mile Run during construction 
and provide construction cost savings, the projects will be combined under one 
construction contract. 
 
DISCUSSION: The alignment of the Trail Project will require the acquisition of 
easements from four (4) property owners and a permit to use an easement previously 
granted by the County to Dominion Virginia Power across county land.  
 
County staff have negotiated and reached tentative agreement on the easements 
needed for the trail alignment with three of the four properties. To reflect these 
changes, the final design plans and easement plats need to be revised and presented to 
the property owners prior to signing the easement agreements. This work was not part 
of the original B&N scope of work. 
 
For the fourth property (ParcEast Condominium in the City of Alexandria), the DPW 
Right of Way Agent is waiting for the result of a title search. DPW has met with 
ParcEast representatives and has had fruitful discussions, but additional design work is 
required before a formal presentation can be made.  
 
The negotiation with Dominion Virginia Power to acquire a permit or license to work 
under their major transmission lines is on-going and may require future County Board 
action. 
 
In addition to the above required easements for the trail, a parallel work is on-going for 
the easements and permit acquisitions for the proposed 48-inch sanitary sewer project 
with the ParcEast, Park Fairfax Condo, Dominion Virginia Power and others. This will 
require County Board action in the future. 
 
In the future, contract amendments for this contract could include the development of 
Project construction services which consist of Bid and Award Assistance and 
Construction Services. 



 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: This project received a $230,000 Transportation Enhancement 
Grant from the Virginia Department of Transportation and $60,000 was allocated for the 
local match in the County’s Fiscal Year 1995 budget. A total of $290,000 in funds is 
available in account 013.319.BK39. Sufficient funds are available in the account to 
finance this amendment. 
 
This Amendment No. 1 in the amount of $35,025, plus a contingency of $3,500, for a 
total project authorization of $38,525, bringing the total contract authorization under 
Agreement No. 69-96 to ($186,668 plus $38,525) $225,193. 
  
CONCLUSION: Approval of Amendment No. 1 is needed to obtain final design 
plans and easement plat revisions needed to complete negotiations with the four 
property owners.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 


