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April 24, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Westover Village Neighborhood Conservation Plan Amendment 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Accept the amendment to the Westover Village 

Neighborhood Conservation Plan with staff 
comments specified in this report. 

 
ISSUE: Arlington Public Schools (APS) does not support elements of the Plan 

Amendment recommendations that conflict with the upcoming Swanson 
Middle School construction project.   

 
The School Board and APS have already approved the addition of a 
classroom wing on the Washington Boulevard side of the property and 
plan to move forward with construction, anticipated to begin in the fall. 

 
In April 2003, the Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) 
voted to support the designation of Swanson Middle School as a historic 
landmark but recognized that additional discussion needs to take place 
with the School Board.   

 
SUMMARY:   The Westover Village Civic Association has voted to amend the 

Westover Village Neighborhood Conservation Plan, originally 
accepted by the County Board in March 1991.  Based upon results 
of a questionnaire, and subsequent Civic Association meetings, the 
Civic Association has identified four new areas of concern: 1) the 
preservation and development of Swanson Middle School as a 
locally designated historic district; 2) the ongoing need for 
pedestrian safety improvements on Patrick Henry Drive and 
Washington Boulevard; 3) the renovation of Swanson Park; and 4) 
the distribution of public art in common areas in the neighborhood. 
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BACKGROUND:  The Westover Village neighborhood is requesting an amendment to 

its Neighborhood Conservation (NC) Plan.  
 
On December 17, 2002, the Westover Village Civic Association voted to approve this 
Plan Amendment.  Newsletter articles containing recommendations were distributed to 
all residents; discussions of recommendations were held at several community meetings 
and County staff comments were incorporated into the approved plan. 

 
On March 13, 2003, the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) 
reviewed and approved the Westover Village Plan Amendment and recommended that 
the Planning Commission and the County Board accept this amendment to the March 
1991 Westover Village Neighborhood Conservation Plan. 

 

This Plan Amendment recommendation for the County to consider the School as a 
locally designated historic district and area as a National Register Historic District is 
consistent with the work agenda of the Historic Preservation Program.  The Historic 
Preservation Program is planning to research and complete a National Register 
nomination for a proposed Westover Neighborhood Historic District in FY 2003 in 
addition to processing the Swanson School Nomination. 
  
There are a few additional recommendations where staff has provided comments to 
clarify issues and provide additional information.  Staff generally supports the plan 
amendment and recommends County Board acceptance of the Westover Village Plan 
Amendment, subject to staff comments attached to this report. 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Westover Village Plan Amendment makes seven 
recommendations.  NC staff and the staff from other appropriate County departments 
will work to implement the community projects as initiated by the neighborhood, 
subject to funding availability and/or NCAC approval.  For non-capital 
recommendations, NC staff will act as a liaison between the community and other 
County agencies.  To follow are staff comments, listed by Department, on minor 
sections in the Plan Amendment where additional explanation is useful.  This 
memorandum will be printed and bound with the Plan Amendment when it is published. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None 
 
 
CONCLUSION: Staff supports the Westover Village Plan Amendment and 
recommends County Board acceptance, with attached staff comments. 
 


