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 April 23, 2003 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Request to Advertise for a Public Hearing for an Amendment to 

Chapter 10 of the Arlington County Code (Garbage, Refuse, and 
Weeds), relating to prohibiting the parking of commercial motor 
vehicles used to transport municipal solid waste on or adjacent to 
County highways or streets. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize advertisement of a public hearing to be 

held on June 28, 2003, to amend Chapter 10 of the 
Arlington County Code (Garbage, Refuse, and Weeds). 

 
ISSUE: Should Arlington County change the County Code related to the 

types of vehicles permitted to park on or adjacent to County 
highways or streets? 

 
SUMMARY: The proposed amendment to the Arlington County Code would 

prohibit all commercial motor vehicles storing municipal solid waste 
form parking on or adjacent to County streets or highways.  The 
proposed amendment would close a loophole in the present 
ordinance that advantages non-County-licensed solid waste haulers 
over those that are County-licensed.  The proposed ordinance 
revision would apply equally to all such commercial motor vehicles. 

  
BACKGROUND:  The County has received numerous complaints from residents about 
commercial motor vehicles used to transport municipal solid waste being parked on 
streets and their causing health and rodent concerns in residential neighborhoods.  For 
purposes of the ordinance, municipal solid waste means waste which is normally 
composed of residential, commercial, and institutional solid waste and of residues 
derived from combustion of these wastes.  The vehicles covered by the proposed 
ordinance carry putrescible waste that frequently leaks fluid and provides a food source 
for rodents.  Residents consider these vehicles a health hazard, and the vehicles detract 
from the appearance of their neighborhoods. 
 
As a result of similar prohibitions in Fairfax County on parking commercial motor 
vehicles used to transport municipal solid waste, Arlington County has experienced an 
influx of these vehicles parking on streets here.  The table below identifies the 
restrictions on parking commercial motor vehicles used to transport solid waste on 
public streets currently in place in the City of Alexandria and Fairfax County. 
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Jurisdiction Commercial Vehicle Used to Transport Solid Waste 

City of 
Alexandria 

§5-1-59:  Any person collecting, transporting or disposing of 
solid waste in the city who does not comply with the following 
minimum standards shall be subject to suspension of his permit 
pursuant to the provisions of section 5-1-56 of this article. 
(6)  No vehicle shall be parked on a city street overnight. (8) All 
vehicles shall transport solid waste in such a manner as not to 
create a nuisance or adversely affect public health. 
 

Fairfax County §82-5-7.1:  No commercial motor vehicle used to transport 
municipal solid waste shall be parked on or adjacent to the 
highways of the County.  For the purposes of this section, 
“commercial motor vehicle” shall have the meaning prescribed in 
Va. Code § 46.2-341.4 and “municipal solid waste” shall have the 
meaning prescribed by the Virginia Waste Management Board by 
regulation at 9 VAC 20-80-10.  This prohibition shall not apply to 
any vehicle owned or operated by persons transporting municipal 
solid waste from their residences to a permitted transfer or 
disposal facility.  The County Police Department may direct the 
removal or towing of any such vehicle found parked in violation 
of this section pursuant to the procedures established in 
subsections (a)(2), (a)(4) – (5), and (e)-K of section 82-5.32.  
Violation of this section shall be punishable as a traffic infraction 
in addition to any towing and storage charges that may be 
assessed. 
 

  
  
 
DISCUSSION:  The Arlington County Code, § 10-7, currently resembles that of the 
City of Alexandria.  Since County-permitted haulers are already prohibited from parking 
on County streets, the proposed changes will address primarily haulers and transporters 
that park on County streets who do not have a local permit.  The proposed changes to 
the Arlington County Code, § 10-7 (Attachment 1), related to commercial vehicles 
transporting municipal solid waste closely resemble the parking restrictions in effect in 
neighboring Fairfax County.  This change will prohibit parking on public streets within 
Arlington County for all commercial motor vehicles used to transport solid waste.  This 
will address the health and rodent concerns voiced by the Arlington County residents. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The proposed change will have minimal fiscal impact as the 
expectation is that the interstate haulers will abide by the law.  An annual increase in 
revenue resulting from violations may be less than $500. 
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Attachment 1 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REENACT, AND CODIFY CHAPTER 10 OF THE 
ARLINGTON COUNTY CODE (GARBAGE, REFUSE, AND WEEDS), RELATING TO 
PROHIBITING THE PARKING OF COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES USED TO 
TRANSPORT MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE ON OR ADJACENT TO COUNTY HIGHWAYS 
OR STREETS. 
 
 Be it ordained that Section (e) of the Arlington County Code is amended, 
reenacted, recodified as follows: 
 
§ 10-7.  Collecting, transporting, and disposing of refuse. 
 

* * * 
 

(e) No commercial motor vehicle used to transport municipal solid waste shall be parked on or adjacent 
to the highways or streets of the County. 

 
1.  For the purposes of this section, “commercial motor vehicle” shall have the meaning 
prescribed in VA. Code § 46.2-341.4 and “municipal solid waste” shall have the meaning 
prescribed by the Virginia Waste Management Board by regulation at 9 VAC 20-80-10. 

 
  2.  This prohibition shall not apply to temporary stops during a collection route or to  
  emergency stops, nor shall it apply to any vehicle owned or operated by persons   
  transporting municipal solid waste from their residences to a permitted transfer or   
 disposal facility. 
 
  3.  The County Police Department may direct the removal or towing of any such vehicle  
  found parked in violation of this section.  Violation of this section shall constitute a traffic  
  infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $200.00, in addition to any towing and  
  storage charges that may be assessed. 


