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County Board Meeting – May 17, 2003 

May 14, 2003 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Adoption of ordinances establishing the Douglas Park and Columbia 

Forest Residential Zone Parking Programs 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt a resolution authorizing ordinances 

establishing the (a) Douglas Park and (b) 
Columbia Forest Residential Zone Parking 
Programs.  

 
ISSUE: What impact will a residential zone parking program have on 

addressing the quality of life and neighborhood parking issues 
in Arlington County? 

  
SUMMARY: The County has received numerous requests for 

assistance in resolving severe parking congestion in 
various residential neighborhoods, and in addressing 
problems resulting therefrom including those related 
to crime, litter, noise, traffic and pedestrian safety, 
and the absence of parking availability.  To address 
these concerns, the County Manager implemented a 
pilot residential zone parking program for the Douglas 
Park neighborhood, and is now proposing that the 
County Board establish, by ordinance, a formal 
program for that area and a similar program for the 
Columbia Forest neighborhood.  Staff also intends to 
expand on-street parking on streets not included in 
the permit zones and to work with the managers of 
multi-family developments to maximize on-site 
parking. 
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REVISED 

 

BACKGROUND: Over the last three years, numerous requests have been 
received for residential parking zones, specifically those in the general areas of 
Douglas Park and Columbia Forest.  Requests have been made for parking 
restrictions to address complaints related to crime, excessive litter, abandoned 
vehicles, noise, pedestrian and traffic safety, parking by vehicles from areas 
outside the neighborhood, and heavy commercial vehicle parking.   
 
There are a number of sources contributing to the parking problems faced by the 
Douglas Park and Columbia Forest neighborhoods.  It is common for non-County 
vehicles to be parked in these areas, and for vehicles from commercial and 
industrial areas to be abandoned or stored for lengthy periods as well.  
Unrestricted parking of vehicles from areas beyond the neighborhood, 
particularly in the evening hours and overnight has resulted in vehicles being 
parked in the neighborhood while the vehicle occupants engage activities which 
have led to police calls for service.  The high levels of parking on neighborhood 
streets have caused congestion making them less safe and more difficult to 
negotiate for pedestrian and vehicle traffic, and resulted in litter, noise, and a 
lack of adequate parking for those residing in the neighborhood.  Residents 
regularly find that there is no parking available near their homes, requiring them 
to walk long distances at late hours.  The parking from outside the area has led 
to residents making ad hoc efforts to pursue parking, including the inappropriate 
placement of trashcans, cones, and other debris.  This creates clutter and 
conflict.  This also creates an unreasonable burden on residents, especially those 
who may have limited mobility. 
 
Alexandria, Fairfax, D.C., and communities across the United States have 
residential parking permit programs intended to address similar issues.   
 
Arlington’s proposed zones include mostly single-family homes, where there are 
no zoning requirements for off-street parking, which is required for all multi-
family developments.  Recognizing that there is a shortage of off-street parking 
at older multi-family developments, staff intends to expand on-street parking on 
streets outside of the residential parking permit zones. 
 
New on-street nighttime parking is proposed along the north side of Four-Mile 
Run from west of DMV to east of Columbia Pike.  This parking would be available 
from 7:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m., Monday-Sunday, and create 150 new spaces.  
Approximately 90 new spaces would be added on George Mason Drive, adjacent 
to the Athletic Fields at Wakefield High School. Approximately 100 spaces have 
been made available at the Arlington Mill Center parking lot (10:00 pm – 7:00 
am) and 20 spaces on South Dinwiddie Street between Columbia Pike and 10th 
Street South.  
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DISCUSSION:  
 

Residential Zone Parking Program 
 

An initial pilot program has been underway in the Douglas Park area that 
restricts parking from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. on certain posted streets to only those 
vehicles with permits.  Comments at a recent Douglas Park Civic Association 
meeting indicated that the program has helped alleviate the parking problems in 
the residential areas including instances of criminal activity and police calls for 
service.  Similarly, the residents of  Columbia Forest have requested a residential 
parking program in their neighborhood.  
 
Staff recommends adoption of ordinances establishing residential zone parking 
programs for the Douglas Park and Columbia Forest areas (see attached map). 
The elements of the proposed ordinances include the following: 
 
(a) Douglas Park Residential Parking Program 

• Formally establish, by ordinance, the program in Douglas Park.  
• Zone parking restrictions would be established from 7:00 p.m. to   

3:00 a.m.  
• Permits would be issued to a maximum of three vehicles per 

household in the program area. 
 
• The following streets would be included in the program: 

• South Stafford Street from 16th Street South to the end of the 
cul-de-sac 

• South Randolph Street from 19th Street to Walter Reed Drive 
• South Quebec Street from South Randolph Street to Walter 

Reed Drive 
• 19th Street South from dead end to South Quincy Street 
• South Quincy Street from 19th Street South to Walter Reed 

Drive 
• 18th Street South from South Stafford Street to South Quincy 
• 16th Road South from South Stafford Street to the dead end cul-

de-sac 
 
• Since the initial draft of the program was released to the community 

on March 31st, the following streets have been added. Prior to 
implementation of the program on each additional street listed below, 
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residents of the streets would have to follow the current petition 
process and must meet the following conditions: 

 
• Proposed streets must be residential 
• Block must be 75% or more parked 
• Block must be 25% or more parked with non-residents 
• 60% of more of the block residents must sign a petition 

supporting the restrictions 
 

• South Quincy Street from 16th Street South to 19th Street South 
• 16th Street South from South Taylor Street to South Pollard 

Street 
•  
• South Stafford Street from 16th Street South to the end of the 

cul-de-sac (North of 16th Street South, 1500 Block of South 
Stafford Street) 

• South Randolph Street from 16th Street South to dead –end 
(north and south of 16th St. ; 1300 – 1600 Block of South 
Randolph) 

• 19th Street South from South Quincy Street to South Pollard 
Street 

 
•  

 
 
(b) Columbia Forest Residential Parking Program 

• Establish, by ordinance, the Columbia Forest program.  
• Zone parking restrictions would be established from 6:00 p.m. – 

midnight. 
• Permits would be issued to a maximum of three vehicles per 

household in the program area. 
 

• All streets within the Columbia Forest Civic Association that meet the 
stated criteria would be eligible for permit parking; these include: 

• South Columbus Street from 10th Street South to George Mason 
• 11th Street South from Columbus Street to 10th Place South 
• South Frederick Drive from 10th Place South to George Mason 
• South 10th Street from Columbus Street west to cul -de-sac 
• South Dinwiddie from 10th Street South to 11th Street South 
• 12th Street from South Columbus to South George Mason 
• South Edison from 11th Street South to South George Mason 

Drive (This includes the entire length of South Edison Street) 
• South Emerson Street, east and west of South 11th Street to 

cul-de-sac 
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• South 11th Road from Edison Street to Frederick Street 
• South Buchanan Street from South George Mason to cul-de-sac  
• North side of South George Mason Drive from Four Mile Run 

Bridge to South Hamilton Street  
• 10th Place South from 11th Street South to cul-de-sac 
• South 12th Road from Frederick Street to cul-de-sac 
• South Fores t Drive from Hamilton to cul-de-sac 
• South 12th Street from the County Line to the cul-de-sac 
• South Harrison Street from South Forest to the County Line 
• South Hamilton Drive from George Mason to South Forest Drive  
• South 10th Street from Columbus Street east to cul-de-sac 
 

• Prior to implementation of the program on each street, residents of the 
streets would have to follow the current petition process and must 
meet the following conditions: 

 
• Proposed streets must be residential 
• Block must be 75% or more parked 
• Block must be 25% or more parked with non-residents 
• 60% of more of the block residents must sign a petition 

supporting the restrictions 
 

 
 

 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The cost to implement the Douglas Park and Columbia 
Forest programs is estimated to be $18,000.  This amount includes the labor 
costs associated with an increase in Arlington County Police Public Service Aides 
and the issuance of parking decals.  This cost will be funded through existing 
operating budgets. 
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