
STAFF:  Patricia Nye, OSS/Facilities Planning 
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office:  _________ 
 
County Board Meeting – November 15, 2003 
 

October 20, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of the Award of a Contract between the County Board and cox 

graae + spack architects to provide Planning, Architectural and 
Engineering Services for renovation of the Fairlington Community Center 
at 3308 S. Stafford Street. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 1.  Approve the award of a contract between the 

County Board of Arlington County, Virginia and 
cox graae + spack architects to provide planning, 
architectural and  engineering services not to 
exceed $684,000 plus a contingency of $68,400 
for a total authorization of $752,400 for the 
proposed renovation of the Fairlington Community 
Center at 3308 S. Stafford Street. 

 
  2.  Authorize the purchasing agent to execute the 

contract documents, subject to legal review by the 
County Attorney. 

 
ISSUE:  None. 
 
SUMMARY:   The Fairlington Community Center, formerly the Fairlington 

Elementary School, was completed and opened in 1944 to serve 
the adjacent Fairlington community.  It is a single-story, Colonial 
Revival-style structure, and is one of 1,024 contributing buildings of 
the Fairlington National Historic District.  This is a request for 
approval of a contract for planning, architectural and engineering 
services for the renovation of the existing Community Center.  
Current plans are to renovate the existing Community Center and 
surrounding site to meet programmatic needs and replace or 
restore deficient building systems, all in conformance with the 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties.   

  
BACKGROUND:  The Fairlington Community will play a significant role in the Design 
Development Process.  Key organizations and groups in the Fairlington community will 
be asked to provide citizen representatives to serve on a design team that will work 



with County staff and the A/E Consultant at key points within the design phase.  The 
design team will be asked to help inventory the existing user groups and programs, 
identify the needs of current programs, review and comment on conceptual and final 
designs, and provide outreach back to the broad community.  In addition to the citizen 
representatives who will serve on the design team, County staff will work with the 
Fairlington Citizens Association to provide informational updates to the Fairlington 
community at large at key points during the process. 
 
DISCUSSION: The County received 19 proposals for planning, architectural, and 
engineering services for renovation of the Fairlington Community Center in response to 
RFP No. 334-03 on July 9, 2003.  Subsequently cox graae + spack architects was 
determined to be a fully qualified offerer and presented the best proposal. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Funds for this contract were approved in the FY2003 bond and are 
available in accounts 024.R02.FAIR and 013.039.65AM.  Funding for construction has 
been forecast for the 2004 Bond Referendum within the adopted Capital Improvements 
Program (CIP). 
 

 


