
October 28, 2003 
 

TO:   The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Approve an Agreement for the Implementation of the Federal 

Transportation and Community and System Preservation Program 
(TCSP) Grant between the U.S. Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and Arlington County 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 1. Approve the attached agreement between the   

County Board and the U. S. Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) for the County to use 
$100,000 of Federal Transportation and 
Community System Preservation Program 
(TCSP) funds on the development of public 
access and aesthetic enhancements along 
Arlington Boulevard. 

 
2. Authorize the County Manager to execute the 

agreement, subject to approval thereof as to 
form by the County attorney. 

 
ISSUES:        None.     
 
SUMMARY:    In the Fiscal Year 2003 federal budget, Arlington County was 

awarded a $100,000 grant from the federal TCSP program for the 
purpose of developing aesthetic enhancements and pedestrian, 
bicycle and transit access improvements along Arlington 
Boulevard (U. S. Route 50).  However, before the County can 
actually spend any of the funds (and receive reimbursement from 
the grant funds), an agreement with the U.S. FHWA must be 
approved and executed by the County Board. 

 
BACKGROUND:  During the summer of 2002, a community planning process 
was initiated that helped to define a long–range vision for Arlington Boulevard. 
In the discussion regarding the community’s desires for Arlington Boulevard 
several strong themes emerged.  The Principal interests are: 1) the enhancement 
of landscaping, signage and architectural treatments along Arlington Boulevard o  
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to make it a more attractive parkway setting; 2) upgrading the trail, sidewalk and 
bus stop areas to provide easier and safer access for non-motorist users and 3) 
correcting safety problems for motorists and pedestrians crossing, entering  or 
exiting Arlington Boulevard.   Additional interests include the establishment of 
attractive gateways at the entrances to Arlington from Washington D.C. and 
Fairfax County and the incorporation of public art along the roadway that can be 
viewed by the more than 70,000 daily users of the road. 
 
DISCUSSION:  With the assistance of Congressman James Moran, Arlington 
County was able to receive this $100,000 federal grant to help plan for 
upgrading the appearance, accessibility and function of Arlington Boulevard.  
Staff plans to use the grant to hire a consultant to help develop design standards 
for landscaping and structural features that will be part of the state’s upcoming 
Glebe Road bridge project, as well as to develop a landscaping and design 
guidebook that would also be applied along the entire corridor.  The consultant 
services would be used to help develop facility improvements for pedestrians, 
bicyclists and bus riders in the section between Washington Boulevard and North 
Meade Street. Should the County be awarded an enhancement grant for the 
project to plan a trail along the south side of Arlington Boulevard and east side of 
Washington Boulevard (see Figure 1), between North Pershing Drive and 
Columbia Pike, these two efforts will be coordinated. 
    
In a related action, the County is in the process of selecting a planning and 
design consultant to help develop plans for implementation of the September 
11th Memorial Grove in the section of Arlington Boulevard around North Pershing 
Drive.  In addition, the County is procuring consultants to design landscaping 
and public art as part of the state project to reconstruct the Courthouse Road 
and 10th Streets interchanges with Arlington Boulevard.  This consultant will build 
on work already underway to include the development of a landscaping and 
design guidebook that could be applied along the length of the Arlington 
Boulevard corridor and to address pedestrians and bicyclist concerns in the areas 
between Rosslyn and Washington Boulevard.  Another project to be coordinated 
with this one is the District of Columbia’s alternatives for the Theodore Roosevelt 
Memorial Bridge. 
 
In order for the County to be able to receive and expend the grant funds, the 
attached agreement must be approved by the County Board and executed on 
behalf of the Board. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The grant agreement allows for the County to be reimbursed 
for 100 percent of its expenses up to the maximum $100,000 grant amount.  No 
County matching funding is required.   
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