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November 14, 2003 
 
 

TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Approve the Award of a Contract to Omni Excavators, Inc., for the 

construction of roadway, streetscape and utility improvements at the 
intersection of South Glebe Road and Columbia Pike.  
Contract Number: 0120-000-116 Invitation to Bid Number: 455-03 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 1.  Approve the award of the Contract to Omni 

Excavators, Inc., for the construction of 
roadway, streetscape and utility improvements 
in an amount of $694,384.22;  authorize an 
allocation of $69,438.42 as a contingency for 
change orders, and increased quantities; and 
authorize $34,719.21 for stipulated price items, 
for a total contract authorization of $798,541.85. 

 
2. Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the 

contract documents, subject to review and 
approval by the County Attorney and the Virginia 
Department of Transportation. 

 
3. Appropriate the State reimbursement 

($627,412.32) for the construction and 
construction management expenses to the 
Development Related Improvements Program 
(13-319/PWA).  

ISSUE:  None 
 
SUMMARY: Arlington County and the Virginia Department of Transportation 

(“VDOT”) have developed a streetscape improvement project for 
the intersection of South Glebe Road and Columbia Pike.  Proposed 
improvements include the construction of left-turn lanes on the 
three remaining approaches, paver crosswalks and sidewalks, 
street trees, pedestrian-scale street lights, and removal of overhead 
utility lines.   VDOT is funding the streetscape work.  Arlington 
County is responsible for funding the pedestrian-scale street lights 
and the removal of the overhead utility lines.  The underground 
utility ductbank is being constructed under a separate contract.   

 



DISCUSSION: VDOT approved the final engineering plans for the streetscape and 
intersection improvement project and authorized the County to 
advertise the project for construction bids.  Proposed improvements 
include the construction of left-turn lanes on the three remaining 
approaches, paver crosswalks and sidewalks, street trees, and 
pedestrian-scale street lights.  The limits of the project are shown 
on the attached vicinity map.  The underground utility ductbank is 
under construction by another contractor and, depending upon 
winter weather, is expected to be completed by March, 2004.  
Streetscape construction is anticipated to start in February, 2004.  
Pending favorable weather conditions and coordination between 
the streetscape and utility ductbank contractor, the streetscape 
project is expected to be completed by the end of June, 2004.   

 
BID INFORMATION: The Purchasing Agent received the following responsive bids 

on November 13, 2003 for the proposed streetscape work:  
   
  Bidder      Bid Amount 
 Omni Excavators, Inc.    $694,384.22 
 Fort Myer Construction Corp.   $756,964.17 
 Tessa Construction & Tech Co. LLC  $845,367.00 
 FMC Civil Construction, LLC     $857,838.00 
 A & M Concrete Corp.    $884,233.31 
 Sagres Construction Company   $915,785.50 
 Olney Masonry Corp.    $944,448.25 
 
  

 The low bidder, Omni Excavators. Inc., was found to be a responsible bidder and the 
bid submitted was found to be responsive to the Invitation to Bid.  The low bid was 
approximately 13.6 percent higher than the engineer’s estimate.  The Virginia 
Department of Transportation will need to approve the award of contract.  The slightly 
higher than expected cost for some of the items are likely due to restricted work hours 
and construction on a state primary arterial.   A contingency fund of 10 percent 
($69,438.42) is recommended for any necessary change orders and additional 
unanticipated increased quantities.  An additional $34,719.21 is recommended to cover 
stipulated price items. Therefore, the total contract authorization is $798,541.85. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The project is being funded by the Virginia Department of 
Transportation, with the exception of the cost of the pedestrian-scale street lights.  
The County will be administering the construction contract and paying the contractor 
for completed work with reimbursement by VDOT.   The County is responsible for 
funding the pedestrian-scale street lights.  Sufficient funds are available in account 
number 016.D96/SL for street light expenses ($66,971.90). 
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Vicinity Map 
South Glebe Road at Columbia Pike 

Utility Ductbank Construction 
 

Contract Number 07-377R 
Not to Scale 
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