
STAFF:  Lynda Schoenbeck, Department of Human Services, Economic Independence Division 
 Tony Turnage, Department of Humans Services, Economic Independence Division 
County Board Meeting – October 4, 2003 

September 17, 2003 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Appropriation of Shelter Plus Care funds for housing for homeless persons 

who are diagnosed with serious mental illness. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Appropriate $108,312 in FY 2004 from the 

Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(008.0749) to the Department of Human Services 
(008.617) for rental assistance. 

 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: The Department of Human Services (DHS) Homeless Programs 

has received approval from the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) to establish a permanent supportive 
housing program in Arlington County.  The program provides 
housing for nine (9) or ten (10) homeless persons diagnosed 
with serious mental illness (SMI).  The approval to apply for the 
HUD grant was given at the June 8, 2002 County Board Meeting. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: HUD issued a notice of funding availability for the 2002 Continuum 
of Care Homeless Assistance programs.  DHS applied for and received a grant for 
$541,560 to be used over the next five years beginning in FY 2004 ($108,312 annually).  
This grant allows the County to provide safe, affordable service-supported housing for 
adults with serious mental illness.  This program is possible because of joint 
collaborative efforts of AHC, Inc. and DHS Behavioral Healthcare Division (BHD).  AHC 
will serve as the property manager providing nine (9) scattered site units and BHD will 
provide the supportive services that will aid in maintaining the residents in the 
community.  The HUD funding can only be used to provide the resident with rental 
assistance; therefore, the DHS Section 8 Housing Program will administer the 
programmatic and financial requirements for the grant.    
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: None.  Rental assistance grants must be matched by supportive  
services.  It is anticipated that the match requirements will be met through existing  
services provided by current BHD staff. 
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