
September 30, 2003 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: Jorge Castro 
 946 North Jackson Street 
 Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
SUBJECT: U-2795-93-1 USE PERMIT REVIEW for live entertainment and 

dancing; premises known as 946 North Jackson Street (Costa 
Verde) (RPC #14-033-013) 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Renew the use permit, subject to all previous 

conditions and with a County Board review in three (3) 
years. (October 2006). 

 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: This is a review of a use permit for live entertainment and dancing 

from 9:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m., Thursday through Sunday.  The use 
has operated in compliance with the conditions of the use permit.  
Therefore, it is recommended that this use permit be renewed. 

 
BACKGROUND:  This use permit was first approved in February 1994, for live 
entertainment on the first floor, from 9:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m., Thursday through 
Sunday.  In 1995, the restaurant changed ownership, and in 1999 the use permit was 
amended to expand the live entertainment, which would include the second floor.  
Throughout most of the years that the use permit has been in effect, the business has 
operated within the confines of the conditions.  However, during the April 2001 review 
period, staff notified the business that they had violations in need of correction.  Shortly 
after this notification, the business came back into compliance.  Since that time, the use 
permit has remained on a one-year review period in order to ensure the business 
maintains its compliance. 
 
DISCUSSION:  This use permit has been in compliance since the last review.  In 
addition the site seems to be generally well maintained.  In previous years, this use 
permit has had minor issues with the Police Department.  These issues were corrected.   

 
STAFF:  Rebecca Torma, DCPHD, Planning Division 
 
County Board Meeting – October 18, 2003 
PLA-3387 



Use Permit Request   
U-2795-93-1  -2- 
 
 
Since the Last Review (October 2002): 
 

• Use Permit Conditions:  The applicant is in compliance with the conditions of this 
use permit. 

 
• Community Code Enforcement:  Community Code Enforcement staff reported 

that there were no issues or violations with this business. 
 

• Police Department:  The Police Department has not reported any issues with this 
business. 

 
• Fire Marshal’s Office:  The Fire Marshal’s Office has not reported any issues or 

violations with this business. 
 

• State ABC Board:  The ABC Board reported that it had no issues or concerns with 
this business. 

 
• Civic Association:  Staff notified the Ashton Heights Civic Association.  At the 

writing of this report, staff received one favorable comment regarding this 
business; however, the civic association had no formal position. 

 
CONCLUSION:  Since the site has been maintained and the business has been in 
compliance with all agencies, staff recommends a longer review period.  Therefore, it is 
recommended that the use permit be renewed, subject to all previous conditions and 
with a County Board review in three (3) years. (October 2006). 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 
 
February 5, 1994 Approved a use permit (U-2795-93-1) for live 

entertainment in a restaurant, Fridays and 
Saturdays from 8:00 p.m. to 1: 00 a.m., and 
Sundays from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., subject 
to the conditions of the staff report, and with a 
review in one (1) year.  

 
February 4, 1995 Continued a use permit (U-2795-93-1) for live 

entertainment in a restaurant, subject to all 
previous conditions, and with a review in three 
(3) years.  

  
February 7, 1998 Continued a use permit (U-2795-93-1) for live 

entertainment in a restaurant, subject to all 
previous conditions, and with a review in three 
(3) years.  

  
May 22, 1999 Deferred for three months a use permit 

amendment request (U-2795-93-1) for 
extended live entertainment in an existing 
restaurant, subject to all previous conditions.  

 
August 14, 1999 Deferred a use permit amendment request (U-

2795-93- 1) for extended live entertainment to 
the October 2, 1999 County Board meeting, 
subject to all previous conditions.  

  
October 2, 1999 Approved a use permit amendment request (U-

2795-93- 1) for extended live entertainment, 
subject to amended condition #1, all other 
previous conditions, and with a review in six 
(6) months.  

  
April 8, 2000 Continued a use permit amendment(U-2795-

93-1) for extended live entertainment, subject 
to all previous conditions, and with a review in 
one (1) year (April 2001).  

 
February 10, 2001 Took no action on use permit (U-2795-93-1).  
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April 21, 2001 Continued a use permit amendment (U-2795-
93-1) for extended live entertainment, subject 
to all previous conditions, and with a review in 
six (6) months. 

 
October 13, 2001 Renewed use permit for (U-2795-93-1) subject 

to all previous conditions, with an 
administrative review in six months and a 
County Board review in one year. 

 
October 19, 2002 Renewed, subject to all previous conditions, 

and with a County Board review in one year. 
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Conditions: 
 
1. The applicant agrees that live entertainment shall be limited to a maximum of 

six (6) performers providing traditional and contemporary Latin Peruvian 
music.  The music shall be limited to singing and percussion, string, and wind 
instruments, or a combination of these.  Live entertainment shall be 
permitted only between the hours of 9:00 PM. and 2: 00 AM., between 
Thursdays and Sundays. 

 
2. No dancing shall take place without the applicant first obtaining a valid dance 

hall permit, which would be renewed on an annual basis.  No go-go dancing 
shall be permitted.  

 
3. The applicant agrees to identify an on-site liaison to respond to any 

community concerns.  The applicant shall furnish the Zoning Administrator, 
the Ballston-Virginia Square Civic Association, and the Ashton Heights Civic 
Association with the name and telephone number of the on-site liaison.  

 
4. The applicant shall ensure that all windows and doors to the subject site shall 

be kept closed at all times and shall soundproof the structure as needed to 
meet the Noise Ordinance. 
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