
October 9, 2003 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: Mohammed H. Shiekhy, Business owner 
 2907 Wilson Boulevard 
 Arlington, Virginia  22201 
 
SUBJECT: U-3065-03-1  USE PERMIT REQUEST for the operation of a Tae 

Kwon-Do studio for 10 students per class, ages 6 to 66, Monday 
through Saturday, from 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. on premises known as 
3510 Lee Highway.  (RPC #06032008). 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve the use permit request, subject to the 

conditions of the staff report and with a review in one 
(1) year (October 2004).  

 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: The proposed use permit is for the operation of a Tae Kwon-Do 

studio located in the Cherrydale area.  This use permit was 
deferred from September 13, 2003 County Board meeting to allow 
the applicant time to complete the process required by the County 
Child Care office for schools that serve minors. 

 
BACKGROUND:   The Tae Kwon-Do studio was previously located in a shopping 
center on 1010 N. Fillmore St. in the Clarendon neighborhood.  In early 2003, the 
shopping center was demolished to allow for a by-right residential development, which 
is under construction.  The applicant proposes to reopen the Tae Kwon-Do studio in a 
storefront in a small shopping center in Cherrydale, on the south side of Lee Highway.  
The proposed studio would be open six days a week, Monday through Saturday, 
between 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  There would be a maximum of 50 students, who would be 
divided into ten (10) to 12 students per class.  Many of the students would be dropped 
off by their parents and the demand for parking would be small.  The applicant has 
obtained permission to use a minimum of three spaces in the parking lot on the east 
side of the Arlington Community Residence’s Inc. property, for drop-off and pick-up of 
students and student parking. 
 
The following provides additional information about the site and location: 

• Site:  The site is located in a shopping center on Lee Highway between North 
Lincoln Street and North Monroe Street. 

 
STAFF:  Sakura Namioka, DCPHD, Planning Division 
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• Zoning:  “C-2” Service Commercial-Community Business Districts. 
 

• Land Use:  Service Commercial (Maximum 1.5 FAR), and located within the area 
designated as “Special Revitalization District” on April 1, 1995. 

 
• Neighborhood: Cherrydale Citizens Association. 

 
DISCUSSION:  The proposed site was previously occupied by a retail use and is 
currently vacant.  The zoning and the General Land Use Plan designation of the site is 
service commercial.  The proposed Tae Kwon-Do studio’s capacity is small and the 
hours of operation are limited to two and one half hours per day in the evening.  There 
is a parking lot on the east side of the block.  The applicant would arrange a permit to 
use a minimum of three parking spaces for the proposed Tae Kwon-do studio. 
 

• Community Code Enforcement:  This is a new use at this location, and the 
Community Code Enforcement office has no issues concerning the operation of 
the studio. 

 
• Police Department:  No issue. 

 
• Fire Marshal’s Office:  Fire Marshall’s office has no negative comment on this use 

permit request.   
 

• State ABC Board:  Not applicable. 
 

• Child Care Office:  Staff has worked with the applicant before and supports this 
request. 

 
• Civic Association:  Staff informed the Cherrydale Civic Association of the 

proposed use permit.  The Civic Association has no issues concerning the 
proposed request.   

 
CONCLUSION:  Staff supports the proposed use permit request for operation of the 
Tae Kwon-Do studio.  The location of the proposed studio is commercial in nature, and 
no residential use is located close to the site.  The studio’s capacity is small and would 
not generate large parking demands in the area.  In addition, the applicant would 
arrange for students to park in a parking lot on the same block.  Therefore, it is 
recommended that the County Board approve the use permit for the Tae Kwon-Do 
studio, subject to the following conditions, and with a review in one (1) year (October 
2004). 
 

1. The applicant shall arrange for three (3) reserved parking spaces in the shopping 
center and on a nearby lot during the hours of operation. 
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2. Children ages 6 to 10 shall be accompanied by an adult upon arrival and 

departure as safety and precautionary measures at all times.  
 
3. Separate bathroom and dressing facilities for males and females shall be 

operational prior to the time the Tae Kwon-Do school receives a Certificate of 
Occupancy.  

 
4. The applicant shall meet the requirements of the Child Care Ordinance, the 

Community Inspections Office, the Environmental Health Bureau, and the Fire 
Marshal. 

 
5. The applicant shall obtain a sign permit for the proposed use. 

 
6. The hours of operation shall be Monday through Saturday between 5:30 to 8:00 

p.m. 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:   
 
September 13, 2003:  Deferred use permit (U-3065-03-1) to the October 18, 

2003 County Board meeting. 
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