
 
STAFF: Lynette M. Hart, OSS, Real Estate Section 
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office:____________ 
 
County Board Meeting – October 18, 2003 

October 16, 2003 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Approve Deeds of Easement granting to Verizon Virginia, Inc. and 

Dominion Virginia Power certain rights upon County property to install and 
re-locate their utility facilities in order to construct a bridge at the Military 
Road crossing of Donaldson Run and Taylor Park.  RPC#s 04011295, 
04011460, 05001020. 

 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 1.  Approve the attached four (4) Deeds of 

Easement granting to Verizon Virginia, Inc. and 
Dominion Virginia Power certain rights across 
County property to install and re-locate utility 
facilities in order to construct a bridge at the 
Military Road crossing of Donaldson Run and 
Taylor Park. 

 
  2. Authorize the Real Estate Coordinator to sign the 

Deeds of Easement on behalf of the County 
Board, subject to approval as to form by the 
County Attorney. 

 
ISSUE:  None. 
 
SUMMARY: At the October 4, 2003 County Board meeting the Board approved 

the award of a contract to Sagres Construction Corporation for the 
construction of a 24-foot pre-cast concrete arch bridge on Military 
Road.  In order to begin the project, the existing utility facilities 
that belong to Dominion Virginia Power and Verizon must be re-
located.  In addition, Dominion Virginia Power is proposing to install 
additional facilities. 

 
BACKGROUND: On August 13, 2001, severe flooding caused a partial collapse of 
the existing 60-year old steel and concrete composite culvert that carries Donaldson 
Run under Military Road.  Immediately after the flooding, an emergency repair was 
made to the culvert.  This repair involved blocking and filling in one of the two barrels 
of this culvert, thereby reducing its flood carrying capacity.  Subsequent to the 
emergency repairs to the culvert, the Department of Public Works designed a new 
bridge to replace the damaged culvert.  The new bridge will have a 24- foot span and 
be 8 feet tall.  The new bridge will have greater capacity than the old culvert, thereby 



 
 

reducing the potential for flooding and decreasing erosive stream velocities in the 
vicinity of Military Road.  Since there will be only minimal adjustment to the alignment 
of Military Road, the streetscape features will remain virtually the same as before 
construction. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The above construction process requires the installation and relocation 
of facilities.  Upon approval of the attached Deeds of Easement by the County Board, 
the utility companies will perform the relocation of the facilities so that, the bridge 
construction can proceed. 
 
The Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance section 61-15 (b) states that  public 
utilities and other service lines are exempt from the requirements of the Chesapeake 
Bay Preservation Ordinance with conditions to minimize the impact to Resource 
Protection Areas and stream quality.  The attached Deeds of Easement are acceptable 
to the Departments of Public Works, Parks and Recreation, and Environmental Services. 
   
It is recommended that the County Board approve the Deeds of Easement for the 
relocation of public utility facilities located on County property. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE:  Public notice was given in accordance with applicable provisions of 
state law in the October 10, 2003, issue of the Northern Virginia Journal for the County 
Board meeting of October 18, 2003. 
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