
 
STAFF:  Wei H. Smith, DCPHD, Planning Division 
 
County Board Meeting – September 13, 2003 
PLA-3364 

September 4, 2003 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: Sonic Tint 
 
 BY: Kevin Juarez 
  Sonic Sound L.L.C. 
  4160 South Four Mile Run Drive, Suite 200 
  Arlington, VA 22206 
 
SUBJECT: U-3064-03-1 USE PERMIT for Sonic Tint/Kevin Juarez, automobile 

window tinting, sale of auto accessories; 4615 Columbia Pike. (RPC 
#23-037-004) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve, subject to the conditions of the staff report, 

with an administrative review in six (6) months (March 
2004) and a County Board review in one (1) year 
(September 2004).  

 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: The applicant proposes to tint vehicle windows at the subject 

location, from 10:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Sunday, 
seven days a week.  All tinting and incidental sales of car 
accessories would be conducted inside the building.  The use is 
consistent with the Zoning Ordinance and the Columbia Pike 
Revitalization Plan.  It would not negatively impact the 
neighborhood.  Therefore, staff recommends that the use permit 
be approved, subject to the conditions in the staff report, with an 
administrative review in six (6) months (March 2004) and a 
County Board review in one (1) year (September 2004).  

 
BACKGROUND:  Old Dominion Auto Brokers and an automobile audio sales store were 
the previous tenants at the site prior to the applicant, Sonic Tint.  
 

• Site:  The subject site of 3,105 square feet is located to the west of the 
intersection of Columbia Pike and South Wakefield Street.  The site is a long, 
narrow rectangle with its short side fronting Columbia Pike.  Located to the 
immediate west (downhill), is Carter's Amoco Service Station, an automobile 
service station.  Located to the east (uphill) are a retail strip and an automobile 
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sales store, about five (5) feet higher than the site.  The subject site is separated 
by brick retaining walls and wire fences from the neighboring stores.  The site is 
across Columbia Pike from Barcroft Apartments.  To the north of the site, there is 
a grassy area owned and used by the Columbia Park Apartments as a 
playground.  Currently, the site consists of a front asphalt parking lot, a white 
one-story brick building, and a small backyard. 

 
• Zoning:  “C-2” Service Commercial - Community Business District 

 
• Land Use:  Service Commercial  

 
• Neighborhood: Barcroft School and Civic League, Douglas Park Civic Association 

and Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization (CPRO).  The subject site is 
located within the Columbia Pike Special Revitalization District.  

 
DISCUSSION:  The applicant proposes to use the existing building (1,197 square feet 
in size) to conduct vehicle window tinting.  There would be one (1) employee working 
on site.  All tinting and sales of car accessories would be conducted inside the building.  
The hours of operations are 10:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday to Sunday, seven days a 
week.  
 
The applicant would provide five (5) parking spaces for customers and one (1) for 
employees.  This parking plan meets the parking requirement in Section 33 of the 
Zoning Ordinance.  According to the Zoning Ordinance’s Section 26 on “C-2” district, ten 
(10) percent of total site area is required to be landscaped open space.  The subject 
site requires 30 square feet of landscaped area to meet this regulation.  The applicant 
has agreed to place shrubs in the existing grassy area in between the parking lot and 
the public right of way, which is approximately 65 square feet in size.   
 
The Columbia Pike Revitalization Plan states that the subject site is designated as 
Service Commercial on the General Land Use Plan.  The subject site’s surrounding area 
is predominantly a retail and automobile service area.  Similar to the subject site, the 
adjacent stores all have large parking lots fronting Columbia Pike with the buildings 
recessed to the back. 
 

• Community Code Enforcement:   Community Code Enforcement staff have not 
reported any issues or complaints with the subject site.  Since this is a new use 
permit application, there are no previous conditions to enforce.  

 
• Police Department:  The Police Department has not reported any issues or 

complaints about the subject site. 
 

• Fire Marshal’s Office:  The Fire Marshal’s Office has not reported any issues or 
complaints about the subject site 
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• Civic Association:  Staff notified The Barcroft School and Civic League, Douglas 
Park Civic Association and CPRO.  The Douglas Park Civic Association reported 
that they had not received any inputs.  CPRO told staff that they had no 
comment on the proposed use.  These organizations have not reported any 
issues with the subject use.   

 
CONCLUSION:  The subject use matches the area’s character and would not have a 
negative impact on the neighborhood.  The use meets all Zoning Ordinance 
requirements and the goal of Columbia Pike Revitalization to build a safer, cleaner, 
more competitive and vibrant Columbia Pike community.  In order to monitor the 
installation and maintenance of the landscaping, staff suggests a short review period.  
Therefore, staff recommends that the use be approved, subject to the conditions in the 
staff report, with an administrative review in six (6) months (March 2004), and a 
County Board review in one (1) year (September 2004). 
 
1. The applicant agrees to conduct the window tinting and car accessory sales entirely 

within the building.  
 
2. The applicant agrees to limit the hours of operation to 10:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., 

Monday to Sunday, seven days a week.  
 
3. The applicant agrees that all requirements of County and State ordinances, the 

Environmental Health Bureau, the Fire Marshal and the Police Department shall be 
met.   

 
4. The applicant agrees to install and maintain the landscaping as shown in the 

landscaping plan dated August 20, 2003 and approved by the County Board on 
September 13, 2003.  The installation of the landscaping shall occur prior to the 
issue of a Certificate of Occupancy.  The applicant agrees to follow the County 
standards for “Landscape Maintenance Management Program,” “Planting Notes,” 
“Planting Specifications,” and “Planting Details for Shrubs.” 

 
5. The applicant agrees to clean out the weeds in the front parking lot and the 

backyard and maintain the area in the future.  
 
6. The applicant agrees to obtain the appropriate Arlington County sign permits before 

putting up any signs on site.  
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 
 

There are no previous County Board actions on this site.  
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