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NEWS

FY 2019 Budget Approved, With No Tax Rate Increase
After months of review, the Arlington 

County Board on Saturday, April 21 
adopted a $1.276 billion balanced 
budget for Fiscal Year 2019 with no 
increase in the property tax rate.

The Board achieved a “sustainably 
progressive” budget, despite the need 
to close a gap between projected 
expenditures and projected revenues 
of $20 million, by making reductions 
and selectively raising user fees, County 
Board Chair Katie Cristol said. 

“The Board chose to slow the growth 
in expenditures and close the budget 
gap without raising the tax rate,” she 
said. “We had to make reductions, but 
we also made investments of which our 
community can be proud, funding our 
public schools, especially teachers, and 
investing in our workforce, including our 
first responders in police, fire and sheriff 
deputies. We preserved our social safety 
net and sustained funding for affordable 
housing and core services.”

Because Calendar Year 2018’s 
residential property assessments rose 
3.9 percent, and the Board raised some 
fees, the average homeowner still will 
see an increase in taxes and fees from 
$8,446 to $8,742, a $296 or 3.5-percent 
increase from the previous year. 

The Board largely accepted the $8.4 
million in spending reductions, $6.6 
million in fee and tax increases and 

$5.5 million in funding realignments 
that the County Manager had 
proposed. It opted to continue 
for another year the County’s free 
document shredding service, and to 
reduce cuts the Manager proposed 
for Arlington Independent Media, the 
nonprofit community media center. 
It cut $2.5 million from planned 

renovations to the Ellen M. Bozman 
Government Center to provide 
additional funding for Arlington Public 
Schools and provided more money for 
pay increases for public safety personnel.

To learn more about the adopted 
budget, including a full list of fee 
increases and the Board’s budget 
guidance, visit budget.arlingtonva.us.
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Due to this year’s budget cuts, 
this will be the last edition of The 
Citizen newsletter. For several 
years, we’ve been growing our 
many other communication tools 
and channels — so we can offer 
timely and convenient access to 
the information you need.
You will continue to receive 
information in other publications 
delivered to your home, such 
as the Parks and Recreation 
catalogues and utility bills. And, 
check out these other ways you 
can stay informed and connected 
with Arlington County. 

•  Get County news as it happens

•  More photos and videos than ever before

•  Go to newsroom.arlingtonva.us

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 
NEWSROOM

MyArlington App: View news, 
meetings, events, and traffic alerts, 
plus keep up with projects around 
Arlington

 ArlingtonVA App: Report a 
problem, submit service requests 

DOWNLOAD 
COUNTY 
MOBILE APPS

CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
   Facebook.com/ arlingtonva   Twitter.com/ arlingtonva

  NextDoor.com

FINAL EDITION

•  This flagship weekly 
e-newsletter goes out to 
140,000 Arlingtonians

•    Or choose from the other 
100+ e-newsletter topics

Visit arlingtonva.us/subscribe 
OR Text ARL INSIDE and your 
email to 468311 

Subscribe to 
Inside Arlington 

WATCH OUR 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL

•  See livestreams of interesting, 
important County events

•  Keep up with County Board 
meetings and public hearings

•  Go to youtube.com/arlingtoncounty
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https://Facebook.com/arlingtonva
https://Facebook.com/arlingtonva
https://twitter.com/arlingtonva
https://twitter.com/arlingtonva
https://nextdoor.com/city/arlington--va/
https://arlingtonva.us/subscribe
https://youtube.com/arlingtoncounty
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Jennifer K. Smith (Editor) 
703-228-3120 (voice) 
703-228-4611 (TTY)  
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. 

Printed on 100 percent recycled paper,  
30-40 percent post-consumer content.

Service for Visually Imparied Readers — Metropolitan 
Washington Ear offers free reading of The Citizen for 
people with physical disabilities who cannot effectively 
read print. More information: 301-681-6636,  
washear.org or email information@washear.org.

Your County Board

County Board Office 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 
703-228-3130, 703-228-4611 (TTY)
703-228-7430 (fax)
countyboard@arlingtonva.us

Upcoming County Board Meetings

June 5   –  Work Session (CIP)
June 12 – Work Session (CIP)
June 16 – Regular Meeting
June 19 – Recessed Meeting
June 26 – Work Session (CIP)
June 27 – Public Hearing on CIP
July 10  –  Work Session (CIP)
July 14  – Regular Meeting
July 17  – Recessed Meeting

View the full schedule and watch live HD 
streaming of meetings at countyboard.
arlingtonva.us/meetings.

Katie Cristol, Chair, and Christian Dorsey, Vice Chair

Farm Fresh Produce and More: Arlington has 11 farmers markets open this summer. Each market is operated independently, sells fresh produce (some 
sell meat and dairy products), and brings the neighborhood together with its delicious and fresh offerings. For a full list and map of all our farmers markets, 
visit arlingtonva.us and search “farmers markets.”

Libby Garvey, Erik Gutshall, John Vihstadt 

Big Ideas on  
How Arlington 
Should Grow

Our population is growing — 
nationally, regionally and right here 
in Arlington. For those living here 
today, growth brings opportunities 
and excitement; as well as challenges, 
and maybe even a few concerns. In 
partnership with advisory commissions, 
the County Board invited residents to 
the table for an exchange of ideas and 
perspectives, and to learn how their 
neighbors would answer the question, 
“How Should Arlington Grow?”

“These ‘Big Idea’ roundtables are 
open-ended and not limited to any one 
issue, policy or site proposal,” Arlington 
County Board Chair Katie Cristol said. 
“We aim to create a space for, and spark 
a conversation among, civic leaders and 
residents of all backgrounds about what 
they hope for our County’s future as we 
grow and change. Questions of diversity, 
density, affordability, traffic and beyond 
are all subjects for discussion, and we 
hope that Arlingtonians from different 
backgrounds and with different 
perspectives take the time to share and 
listen.” 

The two-hour roundtables are 
scheduled through June 20. County 
Board-appointed commission chairs 
are facilitating each “neighbor-to-
neighbor” conversation. 

Visit arlingtonva.us, and search “Big 
Ideas” to learn more and see if openings 
are available. 

County Board Seeks 
Public Feedback 
on Proposed Capital 
Spending

How will the County invest in 
its parks, libraries, schools, roads 
and other public facilities and 
infrastructure over the next decade?

County Manager Mark Schwartz 
has proposed a 10-year Capital 
Improvement Plan for building, 
maintaining and upgrading these vital 
community assets. Now the County 
Board wants to hear from you.

Attend a public hearing on June 27 
or provide your comments online or 
in writing by June 29. You can also 
watch County Board work sessions 
online or on cable TV. Go to budget.
arlingtonva.us/CIP to learn more.

County Focuses on Consumer Protection

Consumer Protection Quick Tips
•  Always shred documents with your personal information on them, 

especially credit card offers

•  Hang up on robo callers immediately! You can report robo callers to the 
Federal Trade Commission by calling 1-888-382-1222

•  Gas stations are easy targets for credit card skimmers; pay inside using your 
credit/debit card or with cash

•  Pay attention to parking signs in surface lots and on the street to avoid 
towing

If you feel your consumer protection rights were violated, contact the 
Arlington County Consumer Protection Clearinghouse:

consumer@arlingtonva.us
703-228-3120
arlingtonva.us/consumer 

At the May 22, 2018, County Board 
Meeting, County Manager Mark Schwartz 
announced a new pilot program for 
consumer protection. The program 
goal is to ensure a fair marketplace for 
consumers and businesses in Arlington 
County by providing educational 
resources and advocating for consumers.  

During the pilot, the Consumer 
Protection Clearinghouse will focus on 
centralizing resources for consumers 
in Arlington, enhancing access to 

public information, and developing a 
public education strategy. Focusing on 
these areas will raise public awareness 
of consumer’s rights and access to 
additional resources when faced with 
concerns regarding non-governmental 
businesses and organizations offering 
services in Arlington. 

Have questions or need assistance? 
Call 703-228-0831, email consumer@
arlingtonva.us, or visit arlingtonva.us/
consumer.

2017 Annual Water 
Quality Report 
Now Available 

Online
Based on sampling data taken 
throughout the year at our water 
treatment plant and distribution 
system, the report confirms 
Arlington’s high-quality drinking 
water meets and exceeds all 
federal and state requirements.  
Visit water.arlingtonva.us/water/
water-quality-reports to view the 
full study. Call 703-228-6570 to 
request a printed copy.

mailto:publicaffairs%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
http://www.washear.org
mailto:information%40washear.org?subject=
mailto:countyboard%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings
https://arlingtonva.us
https://arlingtonva.us
https://budget.arlingtonva.us/CIP
https://budget.arlingtonva.us/CIP
mailto:consumer%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
https://arlingtonva.us/consumer
mailto:consumer%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
mailto:consumer%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
https://arlingtonva.us/consumer
https://arlingtonva.us/consumer
http://water.arlingtonva.us/water/water-quality-reports
http://water.arlingtonva.us/water/water-quality-reports
https://taxes.arlingtonva.us/tap/
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/realestate/taxes-payments/real-estate-tax-relief/
https://capp.arlingtonva.us
https://departments.arlingtonva.us/treasurers-office/


Twenty-eight new Firefighter/
Emergency Medical Technicians 
(EMTs) recently joined the ranks of the 
Arlington County Fire Department, 
filling several vacancies and easing 
overtime pressure on the previously 
short-staffed force. 

Family, friends and future crewmates 
gathered on a Friday evening in April 
to celebrate the graduation of the 75th 
recruit class in the fire department’s 
history. New Firefighter/EMTs were 
sworn in and received their helmets 
and badges, and awards were given 
for various achievements during the 
physically and mentally grueling 28-
week Fire Training Academy that recruits 
began last October.

The new graduates are a significant 
addition to the fire department’s ranks, 
which had been declining over the 
past couple of years. Before the recent 
addition, the department had 14 

full-time vacancies in its 
operations division, which 
meant starting every day 
short-staffed and having 
to rely on members 
working overtime to fill 
the necessary seats on fire 
trucks and ambulances. 
And whenever there 
weren’t enough staff 
able to work overtime, 
members from the 
previous shift were 
required to stay and cover 
open shifts.

Recruit Class 75 will 
make the department’s 
staffing numbers whole, bringing the 
total force to around 325 full-time 
personnel. Combined with an increase 
in pay approved by the Arlington 
County Board in April and steps that are 
underway to shorten the department’s 

standard workweek, which is currently 
56 hours, the additional staffing is 
expected to help the department better 
recruit and retain talented emergency 
responders.

Did You Get a Flash Flood Warning Alert During a Recent Storm? It was a Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) from the 
National Weather Service – and was NOT part of your Arlington Alert subscription. You don’t sign up for WEAs; they’re 
sent via cell phones in the area of the emergency. More questions about WEA? Visit https://bit.ly/1UH60sn
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Fire Department Fills Its Ranks, Easing Overtime Pressures 

Arlington Human Rights Commission Creates New LGBTQ Resources Page
As part of its work to ensure equality for all 

who live, work, play and learn in Arlington, the 
County, in partnership with the Human Rights 
Commission’s Equality Task Force, has launched a 
webpage with local, state, and national resources 
for the LGBTQ community.  

The new webpage compiles LGBTQ resources 
on a variety of topics, including homelessness 
and housing, domestic violence and sexual 
assault, and health. There are also topics 
specifically for teens and youth, as well as ones 
targeted at seniors and older adults. 

The links direct to a variety of government 
agencies, nonprofits, and advocacy 
organizations, as well as churches and 
synagogues, media resources, and local 
businesses. The page also includes information 
on available help lines and provides resources for 
families. 

The County will continue to update the 
webpage as needed, and welcomes community 
input, including additions, corrections, and 
feedback about the list. To find the webpage, go 
to arlingtonva.us and search “LGBTQ resources.”

Public awareness of available LGBTQ resources is one way the Human Rights Campaign’s Municipal Equality Index (MEI) examines 
how inclusive a municipality’s laws, policies and services are for LGBTQ people. 

The County’s Human Rights Commission established the Equality Task Force to make recommendations and develop an action plan 
to ensure the alignment of County services with the MEI scorecard and help the County better serve the LGBTQ community.

Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau 
conducts a complete count of every U.S. 
resident, as mandated by the Constitution. 
The impact of the information collected is 
important – it helps determine how billions 
in federal funding is distributed to states 
and communities, apportions political 
representation, and helps communities 
plan and provide services to residents. It 
is critical Arlington achieves an accurate 
and complete count to continue meeting 
community needs. 

The next count will not happen 
until 2020, but preparations are already 
underway to complete this monumental 
job. The first task for County staff is to 
review a master address list through the 
Local Update of Census Addresses Program 
by July 2018. The second task, in December 
2018, is participation in the Participant 
Statistical Areas Program (PSAP), in which 
County staff reviews Census geographies 
and boundaries that will help gather data 
in more meaningful ways.  

The third preparation task is to establish 
an Arlington County Complete Count 
Committee (CCC) comprised of volunteer 
community members who work in 
tandem with County staff to implement 
an outreach campaign that promotes the 
census, provides educational materials, 
encourages residents to submit their forms, 
and tracks progress. Outreach activities 
in the past have included a road tour, 
neighborhood canvassing, social media 
strategies, multi-lingual outreach materials, 
Census in Schools Week, and community 
meetings, forums and fairs.

To learn more, visit arlingtonva.us and 
search “demographics.”

How will 
Arlington Tackle 
the 2020 Census?

What If You Call 9-1-1 by Accident?
If you accidentally call 9-1-1, stay on 

the line and let the call taker know it 
was a mistake. This allows the call taker 
to resolve your call more quickly and be 
ready for the next call coming in.

In the past 18 months, Arlington 
County’s Emergency Communications 
Center (ECC) processed 19,906 
abandoned calls, also called “9-1-1 hang 
ups.” Here’s how it all works:

•  As soon as a 9-1-1 call is initiated, it 
immediately enters the call processing 
system.

•  If the person making the call hangs up 
at any time after the call is initiated, 
the call is still presented to a call taker.

•  The call taker then attempts to contact 
the caller to ensure everything is okay.

•  Up to three return phone calls are 
made to the caller, including leaving a 
voicemail when available.

•  If the call originates from a landline 
phone, police are dispatched to check 
on the welfare of persons at that 
address.

•  If call takers can make contact and 
are assured there’s no problem, they 
cancel the dispatch of police officers.

On average, it takes 3 minutes for a 
call taker to process a 9-1-1 hang-up. 
That’s time a call taker isn’t available to 
receive other 9-1-1 calls. ECC call takers 
have spent almost 1,000 hours handling 
hang-ups over the past 18 months.

Remember, if you accidentally call 
9-1-1, stay on the line. This allows call 
takers to be available for the next call, 
which may be a life-or-death situation.

Fire Station 10 Crew Settles 
into Temporary Home
 The crew of Arlington County’s Fire Station 10 
moved into a temporary home at 1791 N. Quinn St. in 
March, making way for the old station site on Wilson 
Blvd. to be transformed into a new high-rise, mixed-
use redevelopment. 
 That new building will house a modern Fire Station 
10 on its lower floors. It will also be part of a larger 
campus that includes a new H-B Woodlawn school, a 
rebuilt Rosslyn Highlands Park, and a new affordable 
multifamily residential building. 
 Fire Station 10 is expected to be in its temporary 
home until at least April 2021.

Emergency Alert
Flash Flood Warning this area til 9:30 AM EDT.
Avoid flood areas. - NWS

EMERGENCY ALERTS 3:35 AM

https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/wireless-emergency-alerts-wea
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/lgbtq-resources/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/data-research/demographics/
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/lgbtq-resources/
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Arlington’s Newest History Resource:  
Fort C.F. Smith Visitor Center

Experience Our Parks This Summer
Staycations in Arlington can be fun in summer. Arlington 
has 49 miles of trails to explore that either get you where 
you want to go, or are a destination unto themselves.
Got kids? Drop by one of our four spraygrounds to stay  
cool — or get heated and happy at our 125 playgrounds. 
There are even three indoor play areas for when the 
temperature soars.

Got a pup? Dog-friendly Arlington has eight dog parks 
where our four-legged friends can run off leash. And 
Arlington has 144 parks that love dogs (but only on leash).

Want some culture? Lubber Run Amphitheatre has free 
performances on weekends throughout the summer. 
Arlington Mill Community Center, Penrose Park and Gateway 
Parks have free outdoor movie nights — and many of our 
parks have fun festivals and community events.

Keep Your Kids Busy
There’s still space for your kids to learn and grow in some of our summer camps. These programs are 
located throughout the County in community centers, schools and nature centers. We offer inclusive 
recreation services, as well as reduced rates for those who qualify. 

Stay Engaged This Summer
Arlington is only as good as the community that supports it. Get involved. Consider volunteering in 
a park or recreation program. Share your ideas on park projects. There’s a lot going on:

• Look for the final draft of the Public Spaces Master Plan.

• Watch for the groundbreaking for the new Long Bridge Park Aquatics & Fitness Center.

•  Join an Art Attack to celebrate the transition from the original Lubber Run Community Center 
to Arlington’s first facility designed for community recreation.

Former Red Cross Headquarters Site 
to be Redeveloped

For details on these projects and more, visit projects.arlingtonva.us. 

Columbia Pike Improvements – Four Mile Run to County Line
Utility construction is underway at Columbia Pike and South Jefferson Street. The County’s 
contractor is performing work on Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., in addition to weekdays. 
Nighttime work also will be scheduled as needed, and will generally occur when work is being 
performed at intersections.

Elevated Clark Street Demolition
Once demolition begins, there will be temporary 
street closures and detours to accommodate 
removal of the bridge structure. The first major 
detour is expected to begin in early summer.
with the closure of westbound 15th Street at the 
Clark Street and Route 1 bridges.

Replacing the Carlin Springs Road Bridge
Work is underway to replace the Carlin Springs Road bridge 
over N. George Mason Drive, focusing on much-needed 
structural improvements and new safety features for 
motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists.

The new design will widen sidewalks on the bridge, 
add bike lanes along Carlin Springs Road, maintain four 
vehicular travel lanes, and enhance lighting on and under 

the bridge. The design also includes a final cross-section that will be 69 feet wide, a slight increase 
from the existing bridge width of 65 feet. The bridge replacement project is expected to be 
complete in fall 2019.

Old Dominion Drive Will Get Final Piece of Missing Sidewalk
Work will begin this summer to improve pedestrian safety and access by completing a sidewalk 
on the south side of Old Dominion Drive, from the Cherrydale Firehouse to North Thomas Street. 
Tree removals and underground utility adjustments were performed this spring to prepare for 
construction. The project is expected to be complete in spring 2019.

Cherrydale Five Points 
Improvements Project Nearing 
Completion
This project is part of the County’s 
commitment to a safer, more walkable 
Cherrydale and is nearing completion. 
As part of the project, the transit stop 
along eastbound Lee Highway has been 
expanded and upgraded with new amenities. 
Landscaping and tree plantings will follow 
during the fall 2018 planting season. 

ConstructionUPDATES

This new community resource helps residents and visitors learn more about 
Arlington’s rich history.

Opened at the end of March, the visitor center highlights the history of Fort C.F. 
Smith, which was built in 1863 as part of a circle of 68 forts 
constructed around Washington, D.C. to protect the city.

While the area saw little military action, there were 
thousands of Union Army soldiers stationed in Arlington 
during the Civil War. At the time, Arlington was part of 
Alexandria County, and the area that makes up present-day 
Arlington County voted against seceding from the Union.

The center has Civil War artifacts on display that have 
been “boxed for years waiting for the visitors’ center to 
open so we can show them to the public,” said C.F. Smith 
Park Manager David Farner. It features displays about Union 
Army soldiers and the Defenses of Washington between 1861 and 1865. Children can try 
on replica Civil War uniforms and learn about camp life. Guests are also invited to walk 
the grounds of the historic site.

Learn more at parks.arlingtonva.us. 

Parks&RecreationNEWSBRIEFS

The County Board recently approved 
a plan to redevelop a block of property 
in the Buckingham neighborhood, 
once home to the County’s Red Cross 
headquarters. The redevelopment, 
by Wesley Housing Development 
Corporation, will include 97 affordable 
units in one new building, two rows of 
townhomes, and the preservation of the 
four buildings that comprise Whitefield 
Commons.

“This redevelopment meets many 
of the goals of our Affordable Housing 
Master Plan,” Arlington County Board 
Chair Katie Cristol said. “It adds to 
our stock of affordable housing, and 

importantly, adds affordable homes in 
our Metro corridors, north of Arlington 
Boulevard.

The project also includes renovating 
an existing playground with public 
access on weekends, weekday evening 
hours, and on Arlington Public Schools 
holidays; improving circulation around 
and through the site by widening 
sidewalks; and consolidating curb cuts, 
and filling in missing sidewalk links.

The property is located at 20 N. 
Thomas Street, 15 and 19 N. Trenton 
Street and 4333 Arlington Boulevard. 
Learn more at projects.arlingtonva.us.

Plan Your Visit
Visitor Center Hours 
Saturdays and Sundays, 
10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Park Hours 
Daily, sunrise to sunset
Location 
2411 24th St. N.

A SmarTrip Card for Students The Student iRide SmarTrip card allows Arlington elementary, middle and high school students to ride the ART bus 
for the half-price fare of $1.00. The card also works on Metrobus and Metrorail for the regular fare. Cards cost $2.00 each and can be purchased at 
any Commuter Store. Learn more at commuterpage.com/iride.

http://projects.arlingtonva.us
https://parks.arlingtonva.us
https://projects.arlingtonva.us
https://www.arlingtontransit.com/pages/iride-for-arlington-students/


Summer Reading Starts June 2: This popular program brings thousands of children and adults together to learn and share stories, experiences  
and ideas. For each person who finishes at least one reading challenge, the Friends of the Arlington Public Library will donate money to support  
the recovery efforts of the University of Puerto Rico Library in Humacao. Last year, 9,000 youth logged 114,000 books.
Find out more at library.arlingtonva.us/summer-reading.
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Wipe Out Your Electric Bill, Plug Into Solar
The solar cooperative 

movement has grown 
far and wide, creating 
sustainable enterprises 
that generate jobs 
and strengthen local 
economies. In Virginia, 
there are more solar jobs 
than coal jobs. In fact, 
Arlington is No. 1 for solar 
jobs among all counties in 
Virginia.

In the past four years, 
more than 120 Arlington 
families have installed solar, using the Arlington Solar + EV Charging Co-op to either 
wipe out their electric bills or drastically reduce them. This helps your bottom line and 
the environment.  

Have you thought of going solar or purchasing an electric vehicle (EV)? Maybe you 
already own an EV but don’t have a great place to charge it.

For a limited time, you can purchase a solar system or an electric vehicle charger for 
your home at a discount through the co-op. You can have your roof screened, free of 
charge, to find out if your home is a good candidate for solar power. Visit the Arlington 
Solar + EV Charging Co-op page at http://bit.ly/ArlingtonSolarEV to learn more.

Streetlight Management Plan
County staff led two tours in 
May — one by bus, one on 
foot — to familiarize community 
members with different streetlight 
technologies and products under 
consideration for inclusion in the 
County’s Streetlight Management 
Plan (SMP). Residents joined 
Streetlight Advisory Panel members 
and staff to learn about streetlight 
basics, see examples of commercial 
and residential streetlights and a 
dimming demonstration, and to 
hear more about the plan. 

The Streetlight Management 
Plan focuses on researching new 
streetlight technology, investigating 
ways to enhance the appearance of our streetscapes, updating lighting standards and improving 
outage reporting. The plan will also guide County staff in the selection of future streetlight 
technology, optimization of maintenance and general service delivery needs. At the end of a 
testing phase that is currently underway, lights will undergo a technical evaluation and feedback 
from the online public comment form will be incorporated into the SMP. Visit projects.arlingtonva.
us/projects/streetlights-management-plan for details.

Courthouse-Rosslyn Multimodal Improvements 
A more bike-friendly connection between The County Corridor and the Custis Trail is planned as 
part of upcoming street repaving. The County has gathered feedback on (Phase 2 N. Veitch St.  
and N. Troy St.) and Phase 3 (Wilson Blvd. between N. Quinn St. and N. Courthouse Rd.) of the  
four-phase project. Outreach has included public design workshops and online feedback forms 
to help finalize design plans. Visit projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/crmci for details. 

Master Transportation Plan Bicycle Element Update
The update of the Bicycle Element of the County’s Master Transportation Plan is currently underway. 
The update will guide and shape how Arlington’s streets and trails can be made safer and more 
accommodating for bicyclists of all ages and abilities. Upcoming planning activities will focus on 
developing a network of bicycle facilities to implement the plan’s goals. County staff and volunteers 
continue to engage with the community at pop-up events and public meetings and via online 
engagement tools. Visit our project page for more information. Go to arlingtonva.us and search  
“Master Transportation Plan  Bicycle Element.”

Register for Bike Classes 
and Walking Tours 

BikeArlington.com/events
WalkArlington.com/events 

Discover Arlington’s 
vibrant neighborhoods.

Eat delicious food, 
tour the local art scene, 
ride bike trails, and 
meet new people. 

TransportationNEWSBRIEFS

https://library.arlingtonva.us/summer-reading
https://www.solarunitedneighbors.org/virginia/go-solar-in-virginia/go-solar-in-a-virginia-group/arlington-solar-and-ev-charging-co-op/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/streetlights-management-plan/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/streetlights-management-plan/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/crmci/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/transportation/master-transportation-plan/
http://www.bikearlington.com/events/
http://www.walkarlington.com/events/
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Congratulations to the Class of 2018! Over 1,600 seniors will graduate from APS on 
June 14. To see a complete list of colleges that APS graduates will attend next year 
(available in July), visit apsva.us/college-career-corner/.  

APS 
NEWS

Your School Board

Residents who wish to meet with a 
Board member may do so on a walk-
in basis during Open Office Hours on 
Mondays from 5-7 p.m. on days when 
school is in session. School Board 
members also meet by appointment 
with small groups of individuals to 
discuss issues or positions. If Monday 
is a holiday, Open Office Hours are 
held the following Tuesday from 8:30-
10:30 a.m.

School Board Meetings:

Arlington School Board meeting 
dates, times, agendas and other 
information are available online at 
apsva.us/schoolboard.

School Board Office 
2110 Washington Blvd., 2nd Floor 
Arlington, VA 22204 
703-228-6015
703-228-7640 (fax)
school.board@apsva.us

Barbara Kanninen, Chair
Reid Goldstein, Vice Chair

L-R: Monique O’Grady, Tannia Talento, 
Nancy Van Doren 

While we celebrate the successes 
of students and staff over the past 
year, we also look toward the year 
ahead to keep the learning going and 
prepare to welcome back students 
and families in September. The many 
projects and initiatives that we launched 
or completed this year support the 
Arlington community and ensure that 
Arlington Public Schools maintains 
its commitment to excellence while 
expanding options, choices and 
optimal learning spaces for our growing 
community. 

Our work has resulted in all schools 
being fully accredited for the third 
year in a row; being recognized as the 
number one school division in Virginia; 
and maintaining a high graduation 
rate while continuing to grow. These 
achievements are made possible with 
the strong support, advocacy and 
investments that we receive from the 
community.  

Our success at APS is also attributed 
to the dedicated and caring staff 
that make up the instructional, 
administrative and support teams—
all working in tandem to ensure that 
ALL APS students have a successful 
academic journey that meets their 
individual needs and interests. Coupled 
with that is the support that we rely 
on from our families and community 
members who serve as an extension 
of our team—a valuable ingredient to 

Continuous Achievements in the Midst of Growth and Planning
by Dr. Patrick Murphy, Superintendent

our recipe for success. It is this 
aspect of APS that inspires 
me every day to lead this 
incredible school division, 
which offers a myriad of 
opportunities and resources for 
students and staff to support 
a path of their choosing. This 
is evident as I make my way 
around the school division 
and visit schools to connect 
with students and staff. I 
have witnessed innovative 
strategies, creative solutions and 
learning through fun, which makes 
a world of difference to support 
personalized education.

As we close out the year, we have 
a keen focus on the completion of 
a new Strategic Plan, a new Capital 
Improvement Plan, the boundary 
decisions and the onboarding of several 
new instructional leaders. With these 
projects underway, we are poised to 
continue our work into the new school 
year and tackle the growing enrollment 
and budget pressures that we face, in 
a collaborative process of engaging 
principals, key staff and the community. 

It has been a busy and productive 
year, with many achievements to be 
proud of. Together with my team, 
including the Executive Leadership Team 
and principals, we have appreciated 
the opportunity to work closely with 
the School Board to accomplish the 

projects and initiatives that we set forth 
to complete this year. I liken this time 
to the last leg of the race where you 
can see the finish line in the distance 
and move towards it with a steadfast 
perseverance and excitement for 
completing your goal.   

We are working diligently to meet 
those goals, and I invite you to continue 
to get involved and learn more on the 
“Engage with APS” website (apsva.us/
engage/). Have a safe and wonderful 
summer, and I look forward to 
welcoming back our families and staff in 
September. 

JUN

8

JUN

15

JUN

19

Mark Your Calendars

Stratford Program 
Graduation

JUNE

Last Day for High School 
Early Release

Last Day for Middle School 
Early Release

JUN

14
High School Graduation 
Ceremonies

H-B Woodlawn Graduation
5:30 p.m. at H-B Woodlawn

JUN

20
Last Day for Elementary 
School 
Early Release

To view the complete calendar, visit: 
apsva.us/calendar

JUN

18
Middle School Promotion 

JUL

9
First Day of Summer 
School

JULY

Every two years, the School Board 
adopts a Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) that addresses APS capital needs—
investments needed to enhance the 
infrastructure of our schools—over the 
next 10 years. The Superintendent’s 
proposed CIP includes major projects, 
such as new schools and school 
additions, as well as major maintenance 
and minor construction projects. By 
June 21, 2018, the School Board will 
adopt a new Fiscal Year 2019-2028 CIP.

FY 2019-28 Proposed Projects

Elementary School
• Reed Elementary School – includes 

725 seats and is estimated to cost 
$55 million or less, opening in 2021. 

• Future Elementary School – includes 
725-750 seats and underground 
parking, at a cost of $95.2 million. 
Location is to be determined, 
opening in 2029.

Middle School
• Future Middle School Seats – includes 

a 300-seat addition at a school to be 
determined for a proposed opening 
in 2023. Estimated cost $27 million.

School Board Discusses FY 2019-28 Capital Improvement Plan 
High School

• Additional Arlington Tech Seats – 
This project includes 250 additional 
seats created through internal 
modifications at the Career Center. 
The estimated cost is $18.75 million 
and will be ready by Sept. 2021.

• Education Center Seats – The 
project, with an estimated cost 
of $37 million, funds 500-600 
seats through renovation of the 
existing facility. The school is 
proposed to open in 2021 and 
the seats will increase capacity at 
Washington-Lee High School by 
adding additional neighborhood 
seats and/or by expanding access 
to the countywide International 
Baccalaureate (IB) program. These 
seats were included in the FY 2017-
26 CIP as part of 1,300 additional 
secondary seats.

• High School Seats at the Career 
Center – This project includes 800 
additional seats. The estimated cost 
is $138.3 million. The instructional 
focus for these seats include 

potential neighborhood high 
school seats and/or an expansion 
of the countywide Arlington Tech 
program. These seats were included 
in the FY 2017-26 CIP as part of 
1,300 additional secondary seats.

Since the Superintendent’s Proposed 
CIP was released, the School Board 
is formulating scenarios regarding 
alternative timing and phasing of seats, 
possible amenities to include with new 
facilities, and assessing the implications 
to bond capacity stemming from these 
scenarios. 

More information is available at 
apsva.us/engage/cip_fy19-28/. 

APS Capital Improvement Plan 2019-28

SP

https://www.apsva.us
https://www.apsva.us
https://www.apsva.us
https://www.apsva.us
https://www.apsva.us
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What’s Up, APS? Did you miss an episode of the “What’s Up APS?” podcast? Catch up by subscribing and 
downloading the podcast on iTunes and Google Play. You can also find all episodes at apsva.us/podcast. 
Suggest a topic for next year by emailing apsnews@apsva.us. 

What’s Up 
APS?

This spring, APS honored employees 
for their unwavering support of APS 
students at the annual Celebration of 
Excellence event on May 8.

Principal of the Year
Kimberley Graves
Hoffman-Boston Elementary

Teacher of the Year
Tim Cotman
Minority Achievement Coordinator 
Jefferson Middle School 

Support Employees of the Year
Beth Scott, Library Media Assistant, 
Oakridge
Rene Lopez Veizaga, Food Services 
Manager, Gunston
Endris Getahun, School Bus Driver, 
Stratford
Michael Goodman, Instructional 
Technology Coordinator, Kenmore
Ginny Barrow, Educational 
Administrative Coordinator, Career 
Center
Rudy Moya Angulo, HVAC Mechanic, 
Facilities and Operations
Tarica Mason, Extended Day 
Supervisor, Barcroft

Teacher, Principal and Support Employees of the Year 
Recognized at Celebration of Excellence Event

Follow Us! For all the latest news and 
information, follow APS on social media: 

fb.com/ArlingtonPublicSchools @APSVirginia youtube.com/AETVaps @APSVirginia @APSVirginia

Kimberley Graves Timothy Cotman

L-R: Dr. Pat Murphy, Tannia Talento, Michael Goodman, Tarica Mason, Reid Goldstein, Rudy Angulo, Endris 
Getahun, Rene Lopez Veizaga, Ginny Barrow, Beth Scott, Barbara Kanninen, Nancy Van Doren, Monique O’Grady

NewsBRIEFS
Discovery Receives Zero Energy 
Certification
Discovery Elementary School recently 
received Zero Energy certification 
from the International Living Future 
Institute (ILFI). Discovery is the first 
verified Zero Energy (ZE) building 
certified by the collaborative 
partnership of the ILFI and New 
Buildings Institute (NBI). Discovery is 
one of only four schools nationally, 
and the largest building of any 
type, to receive ZE certification. 

Washington-Lee Senior Wins 2nd Place 
in Junior Achievement Essay Contest

Washington-Lee High School senior 
Fariha Bablu was selected as the 
second-place winner in Virginia in 
the Junior Achievement of Greater 
Washington essay contest. She will be 
awarded a $10,000 scholarship. The 
topic was: “How important do you 
think a college education is to your 
future success?” Over 1,100 students 
across the region submitted essays.

Important 2018-19 
School Year Dates

• Aug. 6 – First Day of School: Barcroft

• Sept. 4 – First Day of School (except 
Barcroft)

• Nov. 21 – 23 – Thanksgiving Break

• Dec. 24 – Jan. 4 – Winter Break

• April 15 – 19 – Spring Break

• June 19 – Last Day for High School 
Students; Middle School Promotions

• June 20 – Last Day for Barcroft; High 
School Graduation

• June 21 – Last Day for Elementary 
and Middle School Students

The full calendar is available at: 
apsva.us/calendars

Yorktown Student 
Commemorates 
World War I in France

Yorktown High School sophomore 
Eli Waldman was one of five American 
teens selected to attend events in 
France commemorating World War I, on 
Memorial Day. The students were guests 
of the The French Mission Centenaire.

“I was shocked and really excited 
when I found out,” said Waldman. 
“Being able to attend these events 
is really powerful and emotional.”

Waldman was selected because 
of the work he did with Arlington 
Independent Media's  (AIM) “Document 
Historic Arlington” program. The 
documentary focused on Arlington’s 
role in WWI. “It was a yearlong process, 
working after school and over the 
summer. I conducted extensive research; 
interviewed historians, including 
Ed Bearss, the noted Smithsonian 
historian, and the families of WWI 
soldiers; and scripted, filmed and edited 
the documentary,” said Waldman.

While in France, Waldman visited 
historical sites and attended the 
inauguration of the Visitor Center at the 
Château-Thierry American memorial. On 
the final day, Waldman toured Château-
Thierry and met French students.

After his work on the documentary, 
Waldman wants to pursue filmmaking in 
college and after graduating. To see the 
AIM documentary, visit bit.ly/2jUtOhM.

More than 1,100 students take 
classes at the Career Center daily, 
and county residents enjoy the 
services offered by its automotive and 
cosmetology programs, as well as the 
public library. Programs at the Career 
Center include Arlington Tech, the HILT 
Institute, the Alternatives for Parenting 
Teens Program, and Career Technical 
Education courses. In 2022, 700-800 new 
high school seats will be coming to the 
Career Center as a result of last year’s 
School Board decision to create 1,300 
new high school seats within APS; the 
remaining 500-600 will be housed at the 
Education Center.

How this site will grow and serve 
students and the greater community 
has been discussed by the Career Center 
Working Group (CCWG) members who 
were appointed by the School Board 
and County Board. This group is charged 
with developing a plan that defines how 
APS can add new high school seats, 
within approved School Board funding, 
and provide options for optimizing 
future development of public facilities 
through a phased development plan. 
The School Board and County Board 
held a joint Work Session on April 17 
to learn about and discuss the CCWG 
process to date.

Career Center Working Group 
Envisions the Future

“The Career Center Working Group 
is ‘thinking big’ and imagining what 
is possible at this site as we work to 
prepare our report for August,” said 
CCWG Chair Kathleen McSweeney. “This 
group includes a range of perspectives 
from the community, so we’ve had some 
lively discussions.”

The CCWG has met bi-weekly since 
January 2018 to create a long-term 
vision for the site. This process has 
involved presentations, discussions and 
group exercises on topics including APS 
capacity and instructional needs, urban 
high school designs and open spaces, 
and revitalization efforts on Columbia 
Pike. Input has come from a range of 
stakeholders in nearby neighborhoods, 
civic associations, and area business and 
nonprofit organizations. 

Dr. Sarah Johnson, APS Planner and 
CCWG Project Manager, emphasized 
how important the learning process has 
been to ensure all members work from a 
common understanding in considering 
the site’s unique attributes and 
crafting principles to guide its phased 
development. A chronology of the 
group’s work, background resources, and 
examples of space that is flexible and 
supports high-density use are at apsva.
us/career-center/ccwg-follow-journey/.

https://www.apsva.us
https://www.apsva.us
https://www.apsva.us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUZ0rI07e1Y
https://www.facebook.com/ArlingtonPublicSchools/
https://twitter.com
https://www.youtube.com
https://www.instagram.com/?hl=en
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EN ESPAÑOL

Actualizaciones de CONSTRUCCIÓN
•  La construcción de servicios públicos está en curso en Columbia Pike y South 

Jefferson Street. Fort Myer, el contratista del Condado, está trabajando los 
sábados, de 10 a.m. a 6 p.m., además de entre semana. Se programará trabajo 
nocturno en la medida que sea necesario, y generalmente ocurrirá cuando se 
este llevando acabo trabajo en las intersecciones.

•  Estamos trabajando 
para reemplazar 
el puente Carlin 
Springs Road sobre 
N. George Mason 
Drive, enfocándose 
en las mejoras 
estructurales 
necesarias 
y las nuevas 
características de 
seguridad para 
automovilistas, 
peatones y ciclistas. 
El nuevo diseño 
ampliará las aceras 
en el puente, 
agregará carriles 
para bicicletas a 
lo largo de Carlin 
Springs Road, 
mantendrá cuatro carriles para vehículos y mejorará la iluminación sobre y 
debajo del puente. Se espera que el proyecto de reemplazo del puente sea 
completados en el otoño de 2019.

Aprueban presupuesto para el Año Fiscal 2019, 
no se aumentan los impuestos 

Qué hacer si llama al 9-1-1 por accidente
Si accidentalmente llama al 9-1-1, permanezca en la línea y dígale a la persona que 

contesta la llamada que fue un error. Esto permite que la persona contestando su llamada 
pueda resolverla más rápidamente y esté listo para la siguiente llamada, que puede ser 
una situación de vida o muerte.

En promedio, toma 3 minutos procesar una llamada colgada a 9-1-1. Esto es 
tiempo que los operadores de 9-1-1 no están disponibles para recibir otras llamadas. 
En los últimos 18 meses los operadores de llamadas del Centro de Comunicación de 
Emergencias (ECC por sus siglas en inglés) han pasado casi 1,000 horas manejando 
llamadas colgadas. 

Después de meses de revisiones, el 
sábado 21 de abril, la Junta de Gobierno 
del Condado de Arlington adoptó un 
presupuesto balanceado de $1.276 
mil millones para el año fiscal 2019 sin 
aumentar los impuestos a la propiedad. 

La Junta del Condado logro un 
presupuesto “progresivo sostenible,” 
al hacer reducciones y aumentar 
selectivamente las tarifas a los usuarios, 
para así cerrar una brecha de 20 millones 
entre los gastos e ingresos proyectados; 
dijo la presidenta de la Junta del 
Condado, Katie Cristol.

“La Junta optó por desacelerar el 
crecimiento de los gastos y cerrar la 
brecha presupuestaria sin aumentar 
la tasa impositiva”, dijo. “Tuvimos que 
hacer reducciones, pero también 

hicimos inversiones de las que nuestra 
comunidad puede estar orgullosa, 
financiando nuestras escuelas públicas, 
especialmente nuestros maestros, e 
invirtiendo en nuestra fuerza de trabajo, 
incluidos nuestros policías, bomberos y 
alguaciles adjuntos. Preservamos nuestra 
red de seguridad social y mantuvimos 
nuestro financiamiento para viviendas de 
bajo costo y servicios básicos “.

Debido a que las evaluaciones de 
propiedades residenciales del año 2018 
aumentaron un 3.9 por ciento y la Junta 
del Condado aumentó algunas tarifas, 
el propietario promedio aún verá un 
aumento en impuestos y tarifas de $8,446 
a $8,742, un aumento de $296 o 3.5 por 
ciento con respecto al año anterior.

Go plenty of places. Sit back and relax.
Take a ride on ART today! arlingtontransit.com

See more Arlington on 

https://www.arlingtontransit.com

