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It is my pleasure to present the Arlington County 

Police Department’s Annual Report for 2015. This 

report highlights our accomplishments in reducing 

crime and improving the quality of life in Arlington 

County.  

In my first year as Chief of Police, I have established 

three key priorities for the Department. These 

priorities are community engagement, 

transportation safety and crime prevention and 

control. These priorities are designed to guide the 

men and women of this Department as we provide 

professional police services to our community. 

While we continue to plan for the future, we had 

reason to pause and reflect on the accomplishments 

of our past. The Arlington County Police 

Department reached a major milestone, marking 75 

years of dedicated service to the residents and 

visitors of Arlington County.  We look forward to serving our community for another 75 years. 

We also recognize that policing is not insular and we must be aware of issues facing our 

profession nationwide. As a result of several high-profile police-related incidents, President’s 

Task Force on 21st Century Policing was introduced to strengthen community policing and trust 

among law enforcement officers and the communities they serve. The pillars proposed by the 

Task Force are something this department has followed for many years. Our department is 

committed to researching and implementing law enforcements best practices and strives to 

remain a leader in professional policing.  

Finally, I would like to recognize the hard work and dedication of the men and women of the 

Arlington County Police Department. Their commitment to service is essential to maintaining a 

safe community. We encourage citizens to participate in community outreach events and 

explore the many ways we can work together to continue making Arlington County a great 

place to live, work and visit. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

M. Jay Farr 

          Chief of Police 

Message from the Chief 
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ACPD Facts from 2015 

Arlington County 

Population 

216,700 

ACPD Sworn Staff 

361 

ACPD Professional Staff 

100 

County Square Miles  

26 

Red Light Violations 

1,702 

Traffic Citations 

31,776 

Traffic Accidents 

2,851 

Calls for Service 

87,475 
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The Arlington County Police Department strives to employ a police force representative of the 

community we serve. We make every effort to recruit qualified individuals from all backgrounds 

to serve our unique community. We are proud of the diversity across all positions and ranks 

within the Arlington County Police Department.   

Demographics 
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In 2015, the overall crime rate in Arlington County decreased by 6.01%.  The crime rate focuses 

on Part I offenses as defined by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Part I offenses are 

comprised of serious felonies. This includes crimes against persons: homicide, rape, robbery 

and aggravated assault, and crimes against property: burglary, larceny and motor vehicle theft. 

The Arlington County Police Department’s 2015 Annual Report is based on criminal incidents 

reported to the department. Crime data is collected using the National Incident Based 

Reporting System (NIBRS). The NIBR system requires that extensive data be reported for each 

crime occurring during a particular incident.  

 

Part I Offenses 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 146 141 135 174 146 144 

BURGLARY/BREAKING AND ENTERING 307 251 287 239 210 179 

FORCIBLE RAPE 24 23 31 26 31 27 

JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE      1 

LARCENY 4087 3445 3491 3486 3228 3002 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 211 177 182 159 146 161 

MURDER/NONNEGLIGENT 1  4  1 1 

ROBBERY 144 135 118 126 110 114 

Grand Total 4920 4172 4248 4210 3872 3629 

 

 

 

Part I offenses have reduced by 26.24% since 2010. 
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Part II offenses are comprised of various non-serious felonies and misdemeanors. The number 

of reported Part II offenses has remained relatively consistent over the past five years. 

 

 

 

The majority of crimes reported to the Arlington County Police Department are Part II offenses. 

These offenses often deal with quality of life issues. Below is a breakdown of the most common 

Part II offenses reported to police. 

 

Part II Offenses 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Grand Total 

COUNTERFEITING/FORGERY 143 129 164 152 183 183 954 

DESTRUCTION/DAMAGE/VANDALISM 1167 812 834 902 914 660 5289 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 48 63 41 35 30 26 243 

DRUG/NARCOTIC VIOLATIONS 537 503 670 789 886 934 4319 

DRUNKENNESS 616 569 625 645 693 601 3749 

FALSE PRETENSES/SWINDLE 225 231 244 294 478 419 1891 

IMPERSONATION 245 237 326 387 465 616 2276 

LIQUOR LAW VIOLATIONS 39 35 51 43 48 36 252 

WEAPON LAW VIOLATIONS 52 44 51 55 54 70 326 

Grand Total 3072 2623 3006 3302 3751 3545 19299 
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In 2015, there were 51 fewer reportable crashes than in the previous year.  Crashes involving 

bicycles, pedestrians, and alcohol all experienced declines in 2015. The number of injuries due 

to crashes has declined 28.1% over the last five years while the number of fatalities have 

remained relatively consistent.  

In order to improve roadway safety, the Arlington County Police Department participated in 

pedestrian safety campaigns at various times throughout the year. These campaigns aim to 

educate pedestrians, cyclists and drivers on the need to be a PAL – predictable, alert, and 

lawful.  

 

 

 

 

  

Crash Data 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

All Crashes 2808 3035 3110 2970 2902 2851 

Bicycle Involved Crashes 54 76 68 67 55 46 

Pedestrian Involved Crashes 100 116 131 153 132 103 

Alcohol Involved Crashes 180 167 177 173 165 139 

Injuries 694 621 677 596 555 499 

Fatalities 6 5 5 2 3 5 
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While community policing has been a fundamental philosophy among law enforcement 

agencies for decades, several high-profile police-related incidents throughout the country have 

renewed the importance of building relationships between police and the communities they 

serve. The Arlington County Police Department continues to develop and participate in 

community policing initiatives to advance open lines of communication with the public, 

promote safety and use effective problem solving methods to reduce and prevent crime and 

improve quality of life within the County. Below are highlights from our community policing 

initiatives in 2015: 

 

 In 2015, ACPD’s three District Teams participated in Coffee with a Cop, a nationwide 

program that brings police officers and the community members they serve together in 

an informal environment. The goal of Coffee with a Cop is to foster open 

communication between police and members of the community in a non-structured, 

light setting. Coffee with a Cop 

was held in four different 

locations around Arlington: 

Ballston, Courthouse, Columbia 

Pike and Crystal City. These 

events allow citizens to go 

beyond the badge and get to 

know the person in the uniform 

who patrols their 

neighborhood.   
 

Community Policing Initiatives 
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 The Arlington County Police 

Department partnered with 

Team Kids to empower 

Arlington youth to change 

the world. As Team Kids 

flagship east coast agency, 

officers and firefighters 

provide mentorship to the 

Team Kids leadership team, 

made up of 5th grade 

students. These students 

become leaders in their 

school and are tasked with developing initiatives to raise funds and supplies for local 

and national charities.  The program brings officers and students together to benefit 

their community, making for a very rewarding program for both officers and the 

students.  
 

 Arlington County Police Department hosted an 

interactive Safety and Community Awareness Event 

over the summer. The event included VIN etching, a 

distracted driving course, K9 demonstration, bike 

registration and much more! Participants also had the 

opportunity to participate in a mock police academy 

and go behind the badge to experience what it’s like 

for officers to respond to calls for service.  

 

 In 2015, the Arlington County Police Department developed an interactive anti-drunk 

driving campaign designed to educate patrons in Clarendon on responsible drinking. 

Using fatal vision goggles, officers direct participants through a series of basic tasks to 

highlight the effects alcohol has on motor skills. The 

events have also included photobooths with anti-

drunk driving props and prizes donated by the 

Clarendon Business Association. Participants are 

reminded to drink responsibly by always including a 

sober ride if alcohol is in their plans. The Arlington 

County Police Department also continues to partner 

with the Washington Regional Alcohol Program to 

promote SoberRide, a free cab service offered 

during major holidays, a time when drunk driving is 

known to increase. 
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 During the holiday season the 

Arlington County Police 

Department hosted its first 

annual toy drive, asking 

community members to 

donate new, unwrapped toys 

to benefit children in need. 

Over 1,000 toys were 

distributed in 8 locations 

throughout the county to 

children ages 1-17. This toy 

drive was a county-wide 

effort supported by the 

business and civic association communities. To help distribute the toys, Santa and his 

friends Rudolph, Olaf and the Grinch visited locations throughout the County to spread 

holiday cheer by putting on a play educating children on the true meaning of the 

holidays. 

Trust between police and the people they protect and serve is essential to the stability of our 

communities and the safe and effective delivery of policing services. To help build trust, the 

Arlington County Police Department has developed flyers to address what rights citizens and 

juveniles have when stopped, questioned, arrested or searched by law enforcement officers. 

We encourage citizens to review these flyers to understand their rights when interacting with 

law enforcement.  

Safe communities are built on strong relationships between police and the communities they 

serve. The Arlington County Police Department welcomes members of the community to 

become active partners in the advancement of safety and quality of life issues by participating 

in community engagement activities. To learn more about activities in your area, please reach 

out to your District Team. You can also interact with us on our social media platforms: 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Nextdoor. 
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In 2015, the Arlington County Police Department’s Special Operations Section promoted the 
Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety Awareness Program. Officers enforced violations of traffic laws by 
motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The detail was part of the 2015 Street Smart Pedestrian, Driver, and Bicyclist Safety Campaign 
and the Arlington County Police Department’s Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Awareness Program 
to promote pedestrian and bicycle safety across the region. These programs are designed to carry 
out education and enforcement campaigns throughout the year in order to ensure everyone 
shares the roads safely. Approximately 25 percent of the traffic fatalities in the Washington area 
are pedestrians and bicyclists, with nearly 90 deaths per year.   

 

Motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians are reminded to pay attention to one another and always 
proceed with caution and care for each other’s safety.   
 

Be a PAL 
PREDICTABLE | ALERT | LAWFUL 

Traffic Safety & Street Smart 
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