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2019 Update to Arlington’s Community Energy Plan 

Comments on May 24 draft and Staff Responses 

 

Commenter/ 

Event 
Goal Area Comment Staff Response 

Community 

meeting 
General 

Need to be 0 mt by 2050 if not before.  

DC goal is 100% RE - how can Arlington be a leader with 88%? 

Staff’s recommendation based on energy scenario modeling and consultants’ 

input is to keep the 2050 greenhouse gas emissions target recommendation at 1 

mt CO2e/capita/year. Challenges to zero carbon include: substantial existing 

natural gas infrastructure; the limits of EV penetration; and how clean the 

electric grid can become by 2050. Arlington will update the CEP in five years 

to revisit the 2050 goal. 

Community 

meeting 
Buildings 

Net-zero existing buildings are already cost-competitive. All new buildings should be net-zero. 

All future public buildings (county + schools) build only net-zero buildings. 

For public sector buildings all are evaluated for net zero potential per the 

updated FSP. Arlington is proposing adding zero carbon as an option to the 

Green Building Incentive Program through site plans. Arlington C-PACE is a 

County-sponsored program that offers long-term, low-cost capital to finance 

energy efficiency, renewable energy, and water efficiency improvements to 

their existing buildings or new construction projects. 

Community 

meeting 
Buildings Set explicit goals instead of vague "policies". Ex. X% of commercial buildings meet Y standards by 2030/40/50 

The CEP is a broad guiding policy document.  

Furthermore, given our limited authority within a Dillon Rule state, the County 

sets goals for overall performance but cannot require anything more than the 

state energy code. Arlington has voluntary programs to incentivize beyond-

code performance.  

Community 

meeting 
Buildings 

Need to make sure we are not cutting down trees to install solar 

Offsite solar needs to ensure we are not cutting down trees to produce energy 
Staff agrees. 

Community 

meeting 
Buildings 

P1.1 goal is less aggressive than the goal in the 2013 plan. Why is that? (Building energy usage should be reduced 

by 38%) 

The building energy use reduction of 38 percent is relative to 2016 energy 

consumption levels, as progress has already been made since 2007. The 

baseline year listed as 2007 was an error and will be corrected. In addition, as 

electricity generation becomes more efficient and cleaner, the relative impact of 

efficiency on emissions is decreased. Efficiency also remains vital for cost and 

resilience benefits. Achieving a 38 percent reduction assumes very robust and 

successful energy efficiency programs by utilities (or others), voluntary 

programming by local government to incent building and renovating beyond 

code requirements, and on-going building code improvements. 

Community 

meeting 
Buildings Energy efficiency at all income levels 

Agreed. Staff proposes adding “Energy Equity” as a fourth lens through which 

Arlington evaluates CEP implementation items. Energy Equity is defined in the 

proposed 2019 CEP as, “Ensure that access to energy upgrades, participation in 

energy programs, and the movement toward a clean, reliable and secure grid is 

shared across all socioeconomic levels, including low-to-moderate income and 

disadvantaged communities.” 
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Commenter/ 

Event 
Goal Area Comment Staff Response 

Community 

meeting 
Buildings Why are we not considering the best, most sustainable locations, for our schools and public facilities? 

Smart energy use planning is layered onto successful Smart Growth principles 

that weave together intelligent land use and transportation plans. The School 

Board and County Board work together on public facility siting through the 

Public Facilities Review Committee process. 

Community 

meeting 
Renewables 

160 MW was original (2013) goal. Why isn’t the goal now greater when 2 surveys show it is possible? 

Goal should be more aggressive to reflect improved efficiency of solar panels. 

The 2012 solar PV capacity analysis conducted for the County is still valid and 

supports the ambitious yet achievable onsite goal of 160 MW of solar PV by 

2050. Theoretical estimates of available solar sites do not address other rooftop 

uses nor project costs. 

Community 

meeting 
Renewables Goal should be carbon reduction focused not renewable focused. Does nuclear factor in? 

The proposed 2019 CEP has overarching community greenhouse gas emissions 

goals as well as sector-specific efficiency targets. In addition, the current 

definition of renewable energy in the proposed CEP is, “Energy generated from 

sources that are naturally occurring and replenishable through natural forces 

over a short period of time, most commonly sun, wind, water and various 

animal and plant-derived fuels.” (p. 38) Nuclear power is currently an 

important contributor to the state’s low and declining carbon emissions rate for 

electricity.  

Community 

meeting 
Renewables 

I'm kinda confused that none of these policies specifically discuss off-site renewable energy contracts or other 

mechanisms for sourcing from renewables 

Under Goal 3 – Renewables – the CEP discusses the important role of such 

contractual agreements.  

Community 

meeting 
Renewables 

Use renewables on all County buildings. 

Set a S.M.A.R.T. goal for 2023 or 2024 of 75% of county energy renewable? 

Govt 100% electrification by 2030, Govt 100% renewable energy by 2035 

Staff proposes adding the following policies to the proposed 2019 CEP: 

Proposal for Government Targets: 

     50% Renewable Electricity for Government Operations by 2022 

   100% Renewable Electricity for Government Operations by 2025 

Proposal for Community Target: 

   100% Renewable Electricity for the community by 2035 

Community 

meeting 
Resilience Is this term - resilience as relevant in Arlington as elsewhere? 

Resilience is relevant in Arlington; Arlington’s location adjacent to the nation’s 

capital makes resilience extremely important. 

From an energy perspective, resilience is most often thought of as avoiding 

electric power outages, having a back-up system to provide power in case of an 

outage, and restoring power as quickly as possible. Maintaining a fuel supply 

for vehicles is also a resilience matter; as is reliable flow of natural gas for 

buildings using that fuel.   

Community 

meeting 
Resilience Provide essential services to community during widespread outages, e.g., police/fire/supplies 

Arlington has a robust interdisciplinary planning and response group that 

addresses emergency needs.   
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Commenter/ 

Event 
Goal Area Comment Staff Response 

Community 

meeting 
Transportation 

Need to be realistic on EV penetration rates into in-use inventory of operating vehicles. Current #s in plan are not, 

impacting credibility of this are of plan. It takes 30 yrs to turn over 95% of in-use vehicles. So 90% EVs by 2050 

means 100% of sales starting in 2020 must be EVs. This issue explains why emphasis on VMT reductions is so 

critical. 

Prioritize multi-modal approach (e.g. bikeshare, scooters, EVs, Metro) 

Staff will revisit the electric vehicle (EV) adoption and penetration rate 

assumptions.  

The current and proposed CEP support the County’s Master Transportation 

Plan, which emphasizes multimodal transportation. As a complement to that, 

the CEP focuses on making vehicular transportation as low-carbon as possible 

through efficiency and alternative fuel, especially electricity.  

Community 

meeting 
Transportation 

100% RE govt fleet [including public transit] by 2030. 

Arlington County government fleet + bus fleets should do all it can to move to clean vehicles (EV and RNG-

Fueled CNG/Methane Recovery)  

o WWTP --> WMATA/ART  

o Explain this option to us. If the county doesn't want electric busses - tell us why 

Arlington will monitor the technology and market, aiming to phase in heavy 

equipment electric vehicles such as school and commuter buses, based upon, 1) 

Vehicle efficiency and performance, 2) price risk mitigation, 3) existing 

contracts, and 4) retirement cycles of existing vehicles. 

Community 

meeting 
Transportation 

Can we have more concrete milestones? When will County fleets be EV? Taxis? When will EV infrastructure be 

in place? 

The proposed 2019 CEP has specific greenhouse gas emission milestones for 

2020-2050. The CEP recognizes the importance of EV charging infrastructure 

to transportation electrification, but the role of government is not clear in this 

rapidly moving market. Market transformation is a goal but is difficult to 

predict. Establishing concrete targets for specific technologies may divert 

attention away from more compelling technologies that are emerging.  

Community 

meeting 

County 

Government 

Activities 

Arlington needs to play stronger leadership role among local govts in region 
Through this CEP update, Arlington continues to be a leader in the region and 

state. 

Community 

meeting 

County 

Government 

Activities 

Need placeholder on land use. Negative impacts of off-site solar - need to have balance with green roofs - using 

pace horizontally/vertically. 

Need to ensure various elements of the master plan mesh. How does the CEP work with PSMP and biophilic 

goals? 

The proposed 2019 CEP supports Arlington’s land use plans and staff integrate 

CEP goals into land use planning studies and other elements of the 

Comprehensive Plan. The goal is to effectively improve energy performance 

without harming other beneficial environmental attributes.  

 


