
E2C2 Energy Committee   
May 15, 2019 Meeting Summary 

 
Present: John Bloom (Chair), Claire Noakes, Scott Sklar, Scott Brideau, Vince Plaxico, 
Rick Keller, Stephanie Burns, Cathy Lin, Irwin Kim, Jonathan Morgenstein, and from 
Virginia Clean Energy: Silvia Zinetti, Morris Meyer, and Michael Sandler  
County staff: Demetra McBride, Joan Kelsch, Rich Dooley 
 

1. Greetings and introductions - EC members and guests (7:30)  
2. Public Comment on General Topics (7:35) 

• No public comments. 

3. Review/approve agenda and April meeting summary (7:40) 
• May meeting agenda and April meeting summary – both approved.  

 

4. Discussion of Community Choice Aggregation in Virginia with Virginia Clean 
Energy (Silvia Zinetti, Morris Meyer, and Michael Sandler, Co-Founders), 
Demetra McBride and others (7:45) 

 

• Virginia Clean Energy is a nonprofit organization, fiscally sponsored by LEAN 

Energy US, a 501c3, and its mission is to accelerate the use of renewable 

energy technology via Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) programs. 

• Silvia Zinetti, Morris Meyer, and Mike Sandler comprise the org’s Executive 

Committee. Ms. Zinetti presented information on CCAs to the Energy Committee 

(see attached slides). 

• CCAs were created to provide an alternative choice to competitive energy pricing 

in the market. CCAs often reinvest in the community it serves. 

• CCA customers can enjoy a choice from where they get their energy, get energy 

which has a higher renewable energy content, and foster decarbonization 

• There are generally two CCA operational models: 1) run by localities or regional 

governments, or 2) managed by a third party (usually a non-profit). 

• General steps toward creating a CCA include 1) the adoption of an Ordinance 

allowing for the CCA, 2) obtaining a license to operate from the State Corporation 

Commission, and 3) putting out a Request for Proposal seeking an energy 

supplier (or multiple energy suppliers). 

• In 2005, Fairfax City was ready to launch a CCA pilot, but chose not to due to a 

lack of scale (the pilot limited participation to only a few customers ) and time 

(pilot was slated to run only from 2005 to 2007). The pilot was to be managed by 

Dominion VA Energy. 

• CCA is allowed in VA by legislation passed in 1999.  

o Legislative changes since then have allowed a CCA program to be either 

an “opt-in” program where potential customers would need to ask to be 

included in the CCA program, or an opt-out program where customer 

https://www.virginiaclean.energy/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title56/chapter23/section56-589/


accounts in the community automatically become part of the CCA, but can 

choose to opt out of the program if they choose. 

o 2007 legislative changes allow CCAs for residents and businesses, but do 

not allow for a single business to create its own CCA and break its 

contract with the investor-owned utility (IOU). The code (56-577) currently 

allows businesses to aggregate their electric demand to reach the 5 MW 

threshold required, and shop for a competitive supplier. While VA 

municipalities can aggregate the electric energy from their governmental 

buildings for the purpose of negotiating rates and term from the electric 

utility in the territory, the 2007 legislative changes prohibit 

VEPGA/municipal accounts from participating in Virginia CCAs. 

• California has many CCAs. It is estimated that 85% of the CA grid will be served 

by CCAs (and sources other than utility) by middle 2020.1 See https://cal-

cca.org/cca-impact/ for additional information. 

• Given the nature of a CCA’s mission, a CCA can often facilitate an increase in 

the number of solar photovoltaic facility installations, and other renewable energy 

technologies, including energy efficiency measures. 

• One EC member noted that if there are legal questions about the statute 

authorizing CCAs, a VA State Attorney General opinion is one option to help 

resolve uncertainty (https://www.oag.state.va.us/citizen-

resources/opinions/official-opinions). 

• CCAs focus solely on the energy source, not on transmission and distribution. 

• It was noted that the Community Energy Plan Implementation Framework could 

include a Strategy or Tool to provide current electrical grid customers a choice 

and keep Arlington as a leader in the energy sector; it also was noted that the 

CCA approach could be mentioned in the CEP itself as an option Arlington could 

explore. 

• Dominion’s current rate structure is very advantageous for large energy users, 

that is, large energy users have a significantly lower price per kilowatt-hour than 

smaller energy users.  

• There are current, bipartisan efforts to advance energy deregulation, suggesting 

that CCAs could have bipartisan appeal as one approach to providing customer 

choice.  

• Virginia Clean Energy was selected, along with other organizations/communities, 

by the American Geophysical Union to participate in their Thriving Earth 

Exchange Program. Virginia Clean Energy project is to examine the possibility of 

creating a CCA in VA, and they are using Arlington as a possible place where a 

CCA could be offered. That report is slated to be final by the end of 2019. In 

                                                           
1https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/uploadedFiles/CPUC_Public_Website/Content/News_Room/News_and_Upd

ates/Retail%20Choice%20White%20Paper%205%208%2017.pdf 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title56/chapter23/section56-577/
https://cal-cca.org/cca-impact/
https://cal-cca.org/cca-impact/
https://www.oag.state.va.us/citizen-resources/opinions/official-opinions
https://www.oag.state.va.us/citizen-resources/opinions/official-opinions
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/uploadedFiles/CPUC_Public_Website/Content/News_Room/News_and_Updates/Retail%20Choice%20White%20Paper%205%208%2017.pdf
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/uploadedFiles/CPUC_Public_Website/Content/News_Room/News_and_Updates/Retail%20Choice%20White%20Paper%205%208%2017.pdf


addition, there is talk about a possible CCA conference to be held in Arlington in 

Fall 2019. 

• Virginia Clean Energy was offered ideas for any potential legal assistance that 

might be needed. 

 

5. CEP Update/AIRE Team update (8:20) 
 

• The group was provided the schedule for the draft CEP Update.  

• EC members 

o Suggested staff reach out to the Chamber of Commerce and see if the 

Chamber would like a presentation to the Government Affairs Committee. 

o Asked staff to include in the May meeting summary an attachment that 

shows the CEP Update schedule moving forward. 

o Suggested expanding at the May 30th Forum the amount of time being 

offered for question and answer. For instance, instead of having just one 

question and answer session toward the end of the event, what about 

adding a question and answer session in between the first hour 

(instapolling session) and the second hour (asking for implementation 

ideas)? 

o Asked, for the instapolling, is it possible to allow people to add additional 

comments on a rolling basis using instapolling throughout the entire event, 

e.g., during the second hour while people are walking around the room 

providing input on implementation ideas? 

o Asked why not have some instapolling questions related to questions staff 

have heard thus far in the CEP review process? 

o Asked if staff had approached APS to present the CEP Update to the APS 

School Board and/or the Superintendent’s Sustainability Committee. 

• Staff told EC members that the County Manager had recently signed a new 

Administrative Regulation regarding how sustainability would be woven into 

County building projects.  

o EC members asked if they could get a copy of that new Administrative 

Regulation. 

 
6. Discuss meeting plans through September (8:40) 

➢ Plan for review of draft revised CEP and coordination with E2C2 
➢ Plan for developing recommendations for Arlington’s state legislative agenda 
➢ Discuss request from Citizens’ Climate Lobby volunteers for Board resolution on 

federal carbon pricing legislation 
 

• The EC Chair noted that it would help to determine which EC member could 

review and offer comments on which draft CEP Update Goal Area. The request 

was for EC members to let the EC Chair know which Goal Area they would take 



the lead on, and then circulate the comments to the rest of the EC membership 

prior to the June EC meeting. 

• In addition to commenting on the draft CEP Update (May 24th), the EC members 

also offered their time to review and update the CEP Implementation Framework. 

• EC members have heard the County Manager is asking County staff for 

legislative change ideas the County could possibly support during the 2020 

legislative session.  

o The EC Chair asked EC member for legislative ideas that the EC could 

provide to forward and possibly have E2C2 include in E2C2’s letter on the 

topic to the County Board. 

• The EC members discussed whether there was a need for the EC to weigh in on 

the Carbon Dividend proposal being forwarded by outside groups.  

 

7. Member Updates/New Business (including focus area updates) (9:10) 
 

• The Nature Conservancy is moving forward on increasing sustainability in their 
Headquarters building in Ballston.  
 

8. Adjourn (9:30)  

• Meeting adjourned at 9:34 am 
 



CEP Update 

Civic Engagement Schedule (Tentative) 

5/29/2019 

Date Action 

May  

24 Draft CEP Update goes public – online – e-mail sent to interested 

parties 

28 7-9 pm, LRPC meeting to discuss draft CEP Update & prep for July 

PC meeting 

30 7-9 pm, 2nd CEP Stakeholder Forum (Key Elementary School 

multipurpose room) 

June  

4 CEP Community Open House (Central Library Auditorium) 

12 Noon – 1 pm – CEP Virtual Forum (using AnyMeeting) 

24 Environment & Energy Conservation Commission  

25 Work Session with County Board 

27 Transportation Commission  

27 Citizens Advisory Commission on Housing 

July  

1 Planning Commission  

9 Economic Development Commission 

12 Chamber of Commerce Sustainability Committee 

13 CB Report - RTA of draft final CEP Update 

18 Fiscal Affairs Advisory Commission  

August  

7 Chamber Government Affairs & Economic Development Committee 

(9-10 am, Chamber offices) 

26? Environment & Energy Conservation Commission meeting? 



September  

3rd? Civic Federation  

 

5 Transportation Commission 

9 Planning Commission 

10 Economic Development Commission 

21 CB Report – CB action on draft final CEP Update 

 

 

 

 

 


