
Community Conversation
Housing & EQUITY

Key Takeaways from the

• An equitable community is one where all 
populations have:

        • Access to their needs
        • Opportunities to reach their full potential
        • Ability to experience optimal well-being
  In other words, everyone should have the 

opportunity to experience the best of Arlington and 
everyone is impacted by the worst of Arlington. 

• Housing is fundamental to well-being. It is a 
human need and often a catalyst to reach ones full 
potential.

• Disparities exist in Arlington today. 
• There is agreement that community conditions, such as 

education, environment, healthcare, housing, and the 
economy, are essential for individual and community 
success; however, conditions are not equitable across all 
Arlington neighborhoods.

• Data shows a decade of di�erence in life expectancy 
between neighborhoods in Arlington. People living in North 
Rosslyn and Aurora Highlands have a life expectancy of 88 
years while people living in Buckingham have one of just 
78*. 

• Historically Arlington has lacked racial equity.
• In the 20th century, discriminatory lending practices, restrictive covenants, and zoning provisions reinforced 

traditionally occurring segregation.
• Rami�cations from zoning and housing development decisions can still be seen in Arlington today.

• The existing housing market is not providing equitable opportunities for all residents.
• Low-income residents are frustrated with local housing prices and limited housing options. Residents making 

30% of the area median income or less cannot a�ord “a�ordable housing” in Arlington.
• The demands of equity may not be satis�ed by housing alone. Access to wraparound services is essential.

       There are still 
disproportionate 
concentrations of 
minimalized individuals in 
this community.”
“

What did we hear about the intersection of housing and equity?

Where do we need to go from here?

      The value of bringing [equity] into 
your decision-making is that you 
come up with solutions that are 
appropriate to your problems and 
that are scaled to your problems. It’s 
not about adopting what someone 
else has done. ”

“
• Ensure community voices and critical data are central to identifying solutions. 
• Normalize equity by repeatedly asking four questions in the context of all policy 

making, including housing policy:
 • Who bene�ts?
 • Who is burdened?
 • Who is missing?
 • How do we know?
• Think outside the box, but this doesn’t necessarily mean adopting what another 

community has done. Modify and scale best practices to make them speci�c for 
Arlington’s needs.

The key takeaways shared here were pulled from a 
community conversation held on November 12, 2019. 
A panel of community leaders and subject matter 
experts held an open, virtual dialogue with 
interactive community participation.

PANELISTS
Christian Dorsey, Chair, 
Arlington County Board
Nicole Harmon, Housing Assistance Bureau Chief, 
Arlington County Department of Human Services
Jose Quinonez, Director of Community Impact, 
Arlington Partnership for A�ordable Housing
Marty Swaim, Co-Founder,
Challenging Racism
Dr. Reuben Varghese, Public Health Director, 
Arlington County Department of Human Services
Host: Richard Tucker, Housing Arlington Coordinator
Dept. of Community Planning, Housing & Development

VIEW THE COMPLETE CONVERSATION
arlingtonva.us/housingarlington

ABOUT HOUSING ARLINGTON
Housing Arlington is an umbrella program that 
will take a proactive, expanded approach to reach 
an equitable, stable, adaptive community. Over a 
multi-year period, the program will generate 
holistic housing solutions through planning and 
implementation tools, housing policy, �nancial 
resources, and innovative local and regional 
public-private partnerships. Learn more at the 
County website.

*    Data sourced from the Northern Virginia Health Foundation at novahealthfdn.org. 
**  Equity image sourced from Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
       as seen in Arlington’s Destination 2027 report: health.arlingtonva.us/pha/d2027.
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