
From: Robin Leonard  
Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 5:59 PM 
Subject: Williamsburg Field Site Evaluation Work Group (WFWG) Final Report 
Importance: High 

 

Please see the email below to Board Member Dorsey sent to County Board Members and the 
County Manager as requested by Erik Gutshall, WFWG Chairman.  
 

Dear Board Member Dorsey, 

Attached please find the final report from the WFWG in execution of our charge.  We sincerely 
hope the Board will find the work product of the WFWG useful, not only for the Board's 
forthcoming decision of whether or not to light one or both of the rectangular fields at 
Williamsburg Middle School, but also for moving forward generally with siting sports field 
lighting around the county. 

Also attached is a Field Utilization Model spreadsheet that can be used to calculate the 
additional hours of playing time afforded by a given scenario of factors such as curfew time, 
season, and other variables. 

The WFWG examined carefully the fundamental question of how does the county balance the 
ever-growing need for community facilities, like rectangular playing fields, while protecting the 
character of the surrounding neighborhood.  As you know, there was not a consensus position 
among the group with respect to lighting, but I hope you will be pleased to find that the report 
includes several follow-on recommendations to this process that did have consensus 
support.  In addition to a set of key considerations for siting lighted sports fields, our report 
elaborates on the following specific recommendations: 

1.    County staff should prepare a revised Environmental Assessment (EA) prior to the Use 
Permit Amendment hearing by the County Board with sufficient time to allow for review by 
E2C2.   

2.    The County Manager should make his recommendation and the accompanying staff report 
on the Use Permit Amendment available to the community well in advance of the County Board 
hearing.   

3.    The County Board should communicate clearly to the community the remaining process 
leading up to the Board’s decision on whether or not to light   the fields.   

4.    Consider giving priority to upgrading to synthetic turf existing natural grass fields that 
already have lighting.   

5.    Establish more robust installation and maintenance procedures for vegetative buffers.   



6.    Develop a “Good Neighbor” policy for Arlington Public Schools.  

It has been my privilege to serve our community as Chair of the workgroup.  I am grateful for 
the hard work of all of the members of the WFWG these past 18 months, and though the 
Board's decision might be easier if there had been a consensus recommendation, rest assured 
that our report fairly represents the views of all members of the WFWG.  I also thank staff for 
their due diligence in processing the many requests made of them.  Finally, I thank both Ms. 
Garvey and you for your always thoughtful guidance and support as we navigated this 
sometimes contentious process.  Arlington can be proud that we completed our work with 
civility, respect for one another, and good humor. 

While I will consider the WFWG disbanded at this point unless I hear otherwise from you, I am 
of course happy to answer any questions that may arise. 

Thank you, 

Erik Gutshall 

Chair, WFWG 

 


