
SPRING  2016 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608 Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

gulfbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us 

703-228-3403  

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA 22204  

longbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us  

703-228-6535 

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   

2411 N. 24th Street  

Arlington, VA 22207 

dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

703-243-4342 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and to find other 

information about our nature and conservation 

programs at parks.arlingtonva.us 

SPRING INTO GREAT 

NATURE PROGRAMS! 

REGISTRATION 

BEGINS  

February 18, 2016 

O n October 20, 2015, a portion of Arlington 

County’s Glencarlyn Park became part of the 

Old Growth Forest Network, whose mission is to 

preserve, protect and promote the few remaining 

stands of old-growth forest in the United States. 

With 95% of the nations’ old growth forests having 

been removed or radically altered, the Old Growth 

Forest Network works to recognize and preserve 

the remaining Old Growth areas for future 

generations. The organization's goal is to set aside a 

few forests, at least one in every county where 

such forests can grow, and allow them to recover 

their old-growth characteristics.  

Protecting old-growth forests ensures that 

generations to follow can experience native forests 

in their mature diversity and complexity. Forests 

that receive this designation are open to the public 

and managed, so they are protected and preserved.  

After review of Arlington’s Natural Resource 

Management Plan to protect Glencarlyn Park and a 

visit by Old Growth Forest Network 

representatives to see the park, this site was 

accepted due its remnant mature old-age forest, 

never having been logged, and its surviving flora 

with the wildlife it supports. This is the second 

oldest forest in Arlington, with the other being a 

small part of Arlington National Cemetery called 

the Arlington House Woodlands, which is a 

registry site of the Virginia Native Plant Society.   

Glencarlyn Park is the fourth location in Virginia to 

receive such a designation, and the only one in 

Northern Virginia. Glencarlyn Park is one of 

Arlington’s seven Natural Resource Conservation 

Areas and is the largest natural park in Arlington.  

A park-wide inventory of native plants documented 

that 273 species were present. In addition to the 

large number and broad diversity of native plants, 

many County Champion and Significant trees and 

other important stands of vegetation occur.  

Many of the trees in Glencarlyn Park pre-date the 

large-scale removal of trees during the Civil War, 

and also has a largely intact old-age stand of 

Mountain Laurel. The parcel is dominated by oaks 

— White Oak, Black Oak, Southern Red Oak, 

Scarlet Oak, and Chestnut Oak, along with matured 

Mockernut Hickory and Pignut Hickory.  

With all the urbanization near the nation’s capital, 

its wonderful that a small county such as Arlington 

managed to keep such natural treasures. Arlington 

is delighted to have received this honor and has put 

together a natural resource plan to conserve Old 

Growth Forests into the future.  

     

Alonso Abugattas, Natural Resource Manager 

Old Growth Forest in Glencarlyn Park 

mailto:GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:scasey@arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old-growth_forest
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Long Branch Nature Center 

Sunday,  Apr. 3, 2:00 - 5:00pm 

Families. Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. Meet local resident David Howell who has photographed the 

surprising diversity of Arlington wildlife around the Long Branch Nature 

Center and Glencarlyn, Bluemont, and Lubber Run Parks. Join us to view his 

photos and chat with him and our Naturalists. Light refreshments will be 

provided. For information: 703-228-6535. Free. #632956-L   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO REMOVE 

INVASIVES AND RESTORE HABITAT 

Adults, teens, and families ages 8 and up. Want to increase native species diversity right here 

in Arlington? Work parties are held every month and are making a real difference, with the 

return of ferns and wildflowers, and the animals that depend on them, in areas once covered in 

destructive invasive plants. No registration required. Call nature centers for information. Free.  

Second Saturdays  

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, Mar. 12, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Saturday, Apr. 9, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Saturday, May 14, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Third Sundays  

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center 

Sunday, Mar. 20, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Sunday, Apr. 17, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Sunday, May 15, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Celebrating Arlington's Biodiversity Open House  

THE CARNIVORE WAY 

 

Sat., Mar. 26, 10:00 - 11:00am 

Adults. Your dog is part of a large 

group of mammals known as 

carnivores. Find out what defines a 

carnivore and how they survive in the 

wild as we walk with our canine 

friends through Glencarlyn Park. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. Free. 

#632946-A 

 

NATURALIST GUIDED  

TRAIL SNIFF 

Sat., Apr. 30, 10:30am - 12:00pm 

Adults. Explore the trails with your 

dog at Potomac Overlook Regional 

Park with a naturalist for a fun hike. 

Learn about wildlife your pup might 

encounter in the park, and many of 

the scents that attract and interest 

canines. Meet at Potomac Overlook 

Regional Park, 2845 N Marcey Road, 

Arlington. Free. #632946-B 

 

SNIFFING AND LISTENING  

 

Sunday, May 1, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Adults. Dogs sense the world 

differently than we do. Acute hearing 

and sensitive noses give canines 

access to stimuli that we cannot 

sense. Bring your dog along on this 

naturalist-led hike and see the world 

through a wild canine’s senses. For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at 

Gulf Branch Nature Center. Free. 

#632846-C 

Pups in the Park 
Dogs must be well socialized with people and other dogs, and leashed. 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632846


 

MAKING BEE BUNDLES  

Sunday, Apr. 3, 3:00 - 4:30pm 

Adults and teens. Come make an inviting home for 

native bees. These little bees live alone and are great 

pollinators for the garden. We'll use invasive bamboo 

to create these as an extra 'good neighbor' bonus! For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $5. #632846-F 

 

EARTH DAY BLUEBELL TREK 

Friday, Apr. 22, 1:00 - 4:30pm 

Adults. Leave work early and come see one of the 

prettiest Virginia Bluebell displays in the area! We’ll  

also admire other wildflowers, budding trees, and 

keep an eye out for birds and wildlife. For information: 

703-228-3403. Van leaves from Lubber Run Center 

parking lot, 300 N Park Drive, Arlington. $15. 

#632845-E 

 

TRILLIUM TREK 

Thursday, Apr. 28, 8:30am - 4:00pm 

Adults. Travel to Linden, VA to see one of the largest 

Great White Trillium displays in the world! This area 

is resplendent with many (often rare) wildflowers and 

trees, including native orchids and a variety of wildlife 

to observe. Participants should dress for the weather 

and hiking, bring a bag lunch, drink and snacks for the 

day. For information: 703-228-6535. Van leaves from 

Lubber Run Center parking lot, 300 N Park Drive, 

Arlington  $40. #632946-D 

 

WARBLERS FOR BEGINNERS 

Saturday, May 7, 8:00 - 11:30am 

Warblers are little beauties but most of them are here 

for just a short time and telling them apart can be a 

challenge. The woods around Long Branch provide a 

great stopover for migrating warblers. We’ll take 

advantage of that to learn warbler ID basics. Using 

plumage, shape, behavior, and habitat we’ll start 

unraveling the mysteries of warbler ID!  For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. $10.  #632946-E 

Nature Study 
for Adults  
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Adults. Come birding with us! Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, a drink 

and snacks for the day. These trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle slopes. Senior discount does 

not apply. Meet our vans at the Lubber Run Community Center parking lot, 300 N. Park Drive, Arlington, VA.  

Adults. Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club on the first Wednesday of each month for one or all of these free 

informal walks through Long Branch and Glencarlyn Parks in search of resident and migratory birds. Both experienced and 

beginning birders welcome. Bring binoculars and field guides if you have them. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the 

parking lot at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. 

 

Wednesday, Mar. 2, 8:30-11:00am #632946-I   

 

Wednesday, Apr. 6, 8:30-11:00am #632946-H  

 

Wednesday, May 4, 8:30-11:00am #632946-G Female Northern Cardinal  

Birding Trips Afield 

Red-Shouldered Hawk 

BIRDING THE DELAWARE SHORE 

Tuesday, Mar. 8, 7:00am - 5:00pm 

Adults. Join us on this excursion to the Delaware shore 

where stops may include Prime Hook National Wildlife 

Refuge, DuPont Nature Center, and the Indian River 

Inlet. A variety of winter waterfowl, including grebes and 

loons, are possible sightings. For information: 703-228-

3403. $45. #632846-A  

 

BIRDING VIRGINIA'S NORTHERN NECK 

Tuesday, Apr. 26, 7:30am - 5:00pm 

Adults. Our April trip takes us to Westmoreland County 

where stops will include Westmoreland State Park and 

George Washington's Birthplace. We hope to see early 

migrant songbirds and warblers at these Northern Neck 

destinations. For information: 703-228-3403. $45. 

#632846-B 

 

 

WARBLERS OF THE BLUE RIDGE 

Tuesday, May 10, 7:00am - 5:00pm 

Adults. Warblers and other songbirds use the Blue Ridge 

for nesting and migrating. On this trip we'll search for 

Cerulean, Kentucky and Hooded, and other warblers 

along wildflower-laden trails. For information: 703-228-

3403. $45. #632846-D 

 

BIRDING AND BATTLES: HARPERS FERRY 

Tuesday, May 24, 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Adults. Strategically located at the confluence of the Po-

tomac and Shenandoah Rivers, Harpers Ferry played key 

roles leading up to and during the Civil War. We’ll ex-

plore this history while looking for spring migrants and 

other birds as we visit the town and walk along the two 

rivers. This trip entails significant walking over mostly 

level ground. For information: 703-228-6535. $45.  

#632946-F 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BIRD CLUB WALKS 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632846
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632846
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632846
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632846
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632946


4                             The SNAG — Arlington County’s Guide to Nature and History Programs 

Nature Story Time at Long Branch 

Families. Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. The whole family 

is invited to join us at the Long Branch amphitheater or Gulf Branch fire ring for lots of old fashioned fun. 

These engaging programs will be filled with entertaining activities, which may include stories, live animal 

guests, games, and of course, S'mores! For information call the campfire location. $5. 

Saturday, Apr. 23, 3:00 - 4:00pm 

Families ages 3 and up. Register adults and children; children 

must be accompanied by a registered adult. The Arlington 

Spellbinders will unleash the power of oral storytelling with 

favorite tales from around the world. Since ancient times, this 

oral tradition has passed on wisdom, connected elders to 

youth and engaged the imagination. For information: 703-228-

6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #632956-N 

 

Families. Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered 

adult. Ever wonder what we feed our animals, and how they eat? Come find out 

about the adaptations animals have for eating their food, learn about our critter’s 

favorite foods, and see them chow down! For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. Free. 

 

FEEDING FRENZY: TURTLES & FISH 

Thursday, Mar. 24,  

2:00 - 2:45pm #632956-F 

 

FEEDING FRENZY: SNAKES 

Wednesday, May 18,            

2:00 - 2:45pm #632956-G 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

For information: 703-228-3403 

Spotted Salamander Campfire 

Saturday, Mar. 12, 6:00 - 7:00pm #632856-A 

 

Singing Frogs and Toads Campfire 

Saturday, Mar. 19, 6:00 - 7:00pm #632856-B 

 

Tweet! Birdsongs Campfire 

Saturday, Mar. 26, 6:00 - 7:00pm #632856-C  

 

Secret Flowers Campfire 

Saturday, Apr. 9, 7:00 - 8:00pm #632856-D 

 

Spring Migration Campfire 

Saturday, Apr. 23, 7:00 - 8:00pm #632856-E 

 

Predators Past Campfire 

Friday, May 27, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #632856-G 

Long Branch Nature Center 

For information: 703-228-6535 

Rabbits Campfire 

Saturday, Apr. 16, 7:00 - 8:00pm #632956-A 

 

Slithering Snakes Campfire 

Friday, Apr. 29, 7:00 - 8:00pm #632956-B 

 

Creepy-Crawlies Campfire 

Saturday, May 7, 7:00 - 8:00pm #632956-C 

 

Animal Moms and Dads Campfire 

Friday, May 13, 7:00 - 8:00pm #632956-D 

 

How Many Legs Campfire 

Saturday, May 21, 7:00 - 8:00pm #632956-E 

Ages 2 and up. Register children only; children must be accompanied by an adult. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free.  

Fun for Nature Loving Families! 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

STORY FEST 

WHALE STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Mar. 15, 10:30 - 11:00am 

Join us for a whale of tale! We'll read 

books and sing songs all about whales and 

their friends. #632926-A 

 

 

BEES, ANTS, AND FLOWERS 

STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Apr. 12, 10:30 - 11:00am 

Lets read stories and sing songs all about 

springtime, our favorite insects, and 

flowers.  #632926-B 

 

DINOSAUR STORY TIME 

Tuesday, May 10, 10:30 - 11:00am 

Stomp on in for a roarin’ good time with 

stories and songs all about dinosaurs.  

#632926-C 

Campfire Evening Magic 

Feeding Frenzies 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632926
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632926
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632926
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 More Fun for Nature Loving Families! 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

Gulf Branch Programs 
For information: 703-228-3403 

 

WAKE UP, WOOD FROGS! 

Sunday, Mar. 6, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Get ready to learn all about our earliest amphibians! After 

the first warm rain of spring, you'll hear them "quacking" as we explore and 

search for them around our pond! $5. #632856-H 

 

SPRING COLORS 

Saturday, Mar. 19, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Families. Come learn why Spring brings a dramatic change to the colors of the 

forest. We'll hike to see colorful wildflowers, brilliant birds, vibrant foliage and 

learn the hidden meanings of these colors. $5. #632856-I 

 

BIG LIVING IN TINY PLACES 

Saturday, Apr. 23, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Families. Search through tree bark, fallen logs 

and under rocks for mammals, herps, 

invertebrates and fungus as we learn about 

their roles in the ecosystem. $5. #632856-J 

 

WELCOME BACK HUMMINGBIRDS! 

Saturday, Apr. 30, 10:00 - 11:30am 

Families ages 5 and up. Soon hummingbirds 

will be migrating back from South America. 

We’ll do hands-on activities, games, and a 

hummingbird feeder craft. $5. #632856-K 

 

MERCURY IS MARCHING 

Monday, May 9, 3:00 - 4:00pm 

Families ages 5 and up. On May 9, Mercury will move between the earth and sun, 

and be visible for several hours. Join us to safely view and learn about this unique 

astronomical event rarer than a solar eclipse. $5. #632856-L 

 

EARLY BIRD HIKE 

Saturday, May 14, 8:00 - 10:00am 

Families ages 8 and up. Celebrate International Migratory Bird Day with an early 

morning bird hike. Hike from Gulf Branch Nature Center to a scenic point 

overlooking the Potomac River. Search for spring migrants and resident birds. 

Families, individuals, beginners and experts are all welcome! $5. #632856-M 

 

EEL QUEST: HIKE AND CAMPFIRE 

Saturday, May 14, 7:00 - 8:30pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Join us at the Gulf Branch fire ring for lots of fun and 

s'mores, as we learn about our American Eels. Then we'll hike along the creek, 

hoping to spy some of these nocturnal critters. Bring flashlights. $5. #632856-N 

 

COOL CREEK CRITTERS 

Sunday, May 22, 3:00 - 4:00pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Dress to get wet as we spend some time exploring 

waterfalls, trying to catch water striders, and taking a closer look at some creek 

critters. Be prepared to want to keep playing in the creek when the program 

ends! $5. #632856-O 

Long Branch Programs 
For information: 703-228-6535 

 

BUILD A BIRD HOUSE 

Saturday, Mar. 12, 2:00 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Want to see nature in action and add some wildlife habitat 

to your yard? Then join Master Naturalist Jerry Schrepple as we build a bird box, 

paint it, and take it home. Learn about re-using resources and the birds that may 

move into your bird house. Free. #632956-H 

 

FAMILY BIRD WALK 

Saturday, Mar. 19, 8:30 - 10:00am 

Families ages 7 and up. Bird watching in late winter is a great time to start – fewer 

bird species and no leaves to hide them! We’ll learn the basics; using binoculars 

and field guides to find and identify birds. Some loaner binoculars are available. 

Free. #632956-I 

 

EXCURSIÓN BILINGÜE POR EL PARQUE 

Domingo, 20 de Marzo, 11:00am - 12:30pm 

Familias. Registrar a los niños y adultos; los niños 

deben estar acompañados por un adulto 

registrado. Bienvenidos a un paseo bilingüe en el 

parque. Nos encontraremos en la Sucursal Centro 

de la Naturaleza largo para aprender acerca de los 

animales allí y luego ir de excursión en el parque 

para explorar la naturaleza local. Gratis. 

#632956-J 

 

BILINGUAL WALK IN THE PARK 

Sunday, Mar. 20, 11:00am - 12:30pm 

Families. Welcome to a bilingual walk in the park. 

We’ll meet at the Long Branch Nature Center to learn about the animals there 

and then hike in the park to explore local nature. Free. #632956-J 

 

SPRING PEEPER PROWL 

Friday, Apr. 1, 7:00 - 8:00pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Hop on over and join the fun as we learn about and search 

for these tiny tree frogs and other amphibians during this sunset hike. $5. 

#632956-K 

 

FIND THE UNNAMED CREEK 

Saturday, April. 2, 1:30pm - 3:00pm 

Families ages 7 and up. Using maps and compasses, families will be challenged to 

find the unnamed creek that’s hidden somewhere in Glencarlyn Park with help 

from a Park Naturalist. $5. #632956-O 

 

SPRING WILDFLOWERS HIKE 

Saturday, Apr. 9, 1:00 - 2:30pm 

Families ages 8 and up. We'll hike the hills and dales of Glencarlyn Park in search 

of spring ephemerals like Bloodroot, Spring Beauties, Golden Ragwort and more. 

Hike may cover rough and muddy terrain over about 2 miles. $5. #632956-M 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=632956
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MAMMAL TRACKING 

Friday, Mar. 18, 4:00 - 5:30pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Learn how to track animals by identifying 

their footprints and traces out on the trails of 

Glencarlyn Park. Afterward, we'll get to see wild animal 

pelts and small mammals up close! $5. #632926-D 

 

ROCKS VS. MINERALS 

Wednesday, Mar. 23, 3:00 - 4:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10. What is the difference between a rock 

and a mineral? Join us to learn how the three classes of 

rocks differ from minerals. We'll also go walk in the 

creek to see what we can find. Please bring water shoes. 

$5. #632926-E 

 

SPRINGAMPHIBIAN HUNT 

Saturday, Mar. 26, 1:00 - 2:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10. We’ll search Long Branch’s ponds, 

streams and woods for salamanders, frogs and toads. Be 

ready for a creek walkin’, rock flippin’, log rollin’ good 

time as we find out which  amphibians are back in 

action. $5. #632926-F 

 

WHAT CAN THIS BEAK EAT? 

Saturday, Apr. 9, 3:00 - 4:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Worms, flies and fish can all be a tasty 

meal for birds if they have the right beak. Come see 

how you can identify what kinds of foods birds eat from 

their unique beaks. $5. #632926-G 

 

NATIVE AMERICAN GAMES 

Friday, Apr. 15, 4:00 - 5:30pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Young hunters would hone their skills 

with games to prepare themselves for survival in the 

wilderness. Come test yourself with spear throwing, 

relay races in the woods and other challenges to test 

yourself! $5. #632926-H 

 

BLOOMING FLOWER CRAFTS 

Sunday, Apr. 24, 1:00 - 4:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Create springtime flowers that will last 

forever. Kids can make bouquets with ribbons, paint 

plaster flowers for magnets or pins, and decorate 

Mother’s Day cards using stamps, glitter, and more. $5. 

#632926-I 

FOSSILS IN VIRGINIA 

Wednesday, Apr. 27, 4:30 - 5:30pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Thanks to the Appalachian Mountains, 

fossils are everywhere and here at Glencarlyn Park. 

We'll learn how fossils are made and hike to find some. 

Be prepared to walk in the creek. $5. #632926-J 

 

CATCH THOSE INSECTS! 

Friday, Apr. 29, 4:00 - 5:30pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Sweep net in our meadow and scoop into 

our pond to find and I.D. creepy crawlies. Afterward, 

we can hold some beetles and millipedes, and see a live 

tarantula! $5. #632926-K 

 

SNAKE SEARCH 

Friday, May 13, 4:00 - 5:30pm 

Ages 8 to 12. We'll explore the creeks and forests for 

non-venomous snakes. Be prepared to walk in the 

creek. We'll also meet our resident snakes and see a 

giant snake skin! $5. #632926-L 

 

EXPLORING ANTS 

Saturday, May 21, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10. We’ll use our BIG imaginations to explore 

the tiny world of ants. We’ll do experiments and 

activities to learn about how ants survive among giants!  

$5. #632926-M 

 

VISIT OUR ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Wednesday, May 25, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Come visit our newly rescued animals and 

see how we medically treat them. We have recovering 

animals that need care and your help. $5. #632926-N 

For Young Naturalists 
Register children only. Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 

TOUR THE SOLAR SYSTEM 

Wednesday, Mar. 9, 3:30 - 4:30pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Explore the eight planets of our solar 

system and Pluto through interactive activities that 

compare travel distance, weather conditions, size, 

and each planet’s day and year length. It's out of this 

world! $5. #632826-B 

 

FREE PLAY DAYS 

Ages 5 to 9. Give kids unstructured time they can call 

their own. Your child will love this chance to explore 

our woods, make mud pies, throw rocks in the creek 

and just be free. Free.  

Sunday, Mar. 13, 2:00 - 3:30pm #632826-E 

Sunday, Apr. 10, 2:00 - 3:30pm #632826-F 

 

HUNTING FOR REPTILES 

Wednesday, Apr. 20, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9. Warmer temperatures and longer days 

mean the return of reptiles. We’ll search ponds, for-

ests and creeks for turtles, lizards and snakes. Wear 

clothes and shoes that can get wet. $5. #632826-D 

Teen Programs  
BRAVE THE COLD WATERS... 

Saturday, Mar. 19, 1:30 - 3:00pm 

Ages 13 and up. … by collecting samples for analysis in 

varying bodies of water. Using safe chemical tests, 

students will determine water values and identify macro

-invertebrates in the sampling sites. $7. #632936-A 

 

THE AIR UP (AND DOWN) THERE 

Saturday, Apr. 16, 2:00 - 3:30pm 

Ages 13 and up. How do environmental scientists 

gather data? By going ‘out there’ and collecting it. 

Students will do air temperature measurements and 

mark their locations on maps. $7. #632936-B 

 

DIG IT! 

Saturday, May 14, 2:00 - 3:30pm 

Ages 13 and up. Students will be able to dig into top 

soils to examine and compare samples throughout our 

property’s forests and wetlands to hypothesize the 

how's and why's of their own results. $7. #632936-C 

Gulf Branch 
Programs 

For information: 703-228-3403 Long Branch Programs 
For information: 703-228-6535 

Keeping Mini-Beasts! 
(For Returning Participants Only) 

Ages 9 to 12. Get ready to (temporarily) own all 

sorts of mini-beasts and have a series of amazing, 

unique pets. Learn all about different animal's lives 

while caring for them over a month. At each session 

you'll return last month's critters, learn about and 

receive new ones. Fee covers all three sessions listed 

below and includes everything you'll need for the 

season. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf 

Branch Nature Center.  

$30 for returning participants. #632826-A 

 

WORMS 

Friday, Mar. 4, 4:30 - 5:30pm 
 

GIANT 50 FOOT ALLIGATORS  

Friday, Apr. 1, 4:30 - 5:30pm 
 

GRADUATION CAMPFIRE 

Friday, May 6, 4:30 - 5:30pm 
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For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  

Introduce your child, 18 to 35 months, to nature. These 

programs are designed to help children and caregivers 

feel comfortable exploring and enjoying our natural 

world. Caregivers must stay with their child. $5.  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Thursday, Mar. 3, 10:00 - 10:45am #632816-M 

Friday, Mar. 4, 10:00 - 10:45am #632816-N 

Saturday, Mar. 5, 10:00 - 10:45am #632816-O 

 

Friday, Apr. 1, 10:00 - 10:45am #632816-P 

Saturday, Apr. 2, 10:00 - 10:45am #632816-Q 

Wednesday, Apr. 6, 10:00 - 10:45am #632816-R 

 

Thursday, May 5, 10:00 - 10:45am #632816-S 

Tuesday, May 10, 10:00 - 10:45am #632816-T 

Wednesday, May 11, 10:00 - 10:45am #632816-U 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Thursday, Mar. 10, 10:00 - 10:45am #632916-M 

Friday, Mar. 11, 10:00 - 10:45am #632916-N 

Thursday, Mar. 24, 10:00 - 10:45am #632916-O 

 

Thursday, Apr. 21, 10:00 - 10:45am #632916-P 

Friday, Apr. 22, 10:00 - 10:45am #632916-Q 

Saturday, Apr. 23, 10:30 - 11:15am #632916-R 

 

Saturday, May 21, 10:30 - 11:15am #632916-S 

Thursday, May 26, 10:00 - 10:45am #632916-T 

Friday, May 27, 10:00 - 10:45am #632916-U 

PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS 
Preschoolers can actively and safely explore their natural world. Help build the foundation for a lifetime of 

wonder, appreciation and discovery. Hands-on interactive learning, crafts, mini-hikes and nature play will 

engage your children 3 - 5 years old. Adults are invited to participate or may visit the rest of the building 

during a program, but must remain on site. Call nature centers for more information. $5 per child. 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
For information: 703-228-3403 

 

NIGHT SKY 

Join us as we explore the night sky's many stars 

including the sun, and our moon. We’ll learn about 

constellations and design one of our own. 

Tues, Mar. 1, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-A 

Thurs, Mar. 3, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-B 

Fri, Mar. 4, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-C 

Tues, Mar. 8, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-D 

 

BEAKS AT WORK 

Chisel, Cracker, Strainer, Tweezer - Come learn 

about different animal beaks! We’ll study beak styles 

and uses with birds in their habitats.  

Fri, Apr. 1, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-E 

Tues, Apr. 5, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-F 

Thur, Apr. 7, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-G 

Thur, Apr. 21, 10:00 - 11:00am #632816-H 

 

CHIRP, HOWL, SQUEAK! 

Who is making that noise? Join us to explore the  

ways animals communicate with sound or behavior; 

from the cicada chorus to a bowerbird’s nest.  

Tues, May 3, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-I 

Thur, May 5, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-J 

Fri, May 6, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-K 

Tues, May 10, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632816-L 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 
For information: 703-228-6535 

 

SLIPPERY SALAMANDERS 

We’ll learn all about these amphibians as we meet the 

salamander families living here at our nature center 

and in the pond. 

Wed, Mar. 16, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-A 

Thur, Mar. 17, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-B 

Fri, Mar. 18, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-C 

Sat, Mar. 19, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-D 

 

RASCALLY RABBITS 

Do you have long ears? Can you jump ten feet in a 

single hop? If so, you might be a rabbit! Hop on over 

to discover how rabbits survive and more! 

Wed, Apr. 13, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-E 

Thur, Apr. 14, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-F 

Fri, Apr. 15, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-G 

Sat, Apr. 16, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-H 

 

ROCK AND FOSSILS 

Join us as we learn about fossils, three types of rocks 

and how they are formed. We'll also go hunt for 

fossils in the park and near the creek. 

Thur, May 19, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-I 

Thur, May 19, 4:00 - 5:00pm #632916-J 

Fri, May 20, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-K 

Tues, May 24, 10:30 - 11:30am #632916-L 

TINY TOT  

NATURE FUN! 
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REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington 

residents Thursday, February 18. Non-resident 

registration opens Friday, February 19.  

Registration deadline: Participants must 

register by 4:00pm the day before a program.  

The day of the program, please call the program 

site if you have not yet registered to check 

availability. 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online:  If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration.  You 

can also register online by going to https://

registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse our 

offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to 

register for a program. If you do not have an 

account, you can create one online or call 703- 

228-4747 for help. 

By Phone: Call the Registration Office at        

703-228-4747, Monday to Friday, between        

8:00am and 5:00pm. 

In Person: Visit the Registration Office at      

3700 S. Four Mile Run Dr., Arlington, VA 22206, 

Monday to Friday, between 8:00am and 5:00pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at 

registration. Some program fees will be charged 

at the program site (cash or check only, no credit 

cards please.) See program write-up for details. 

FEE REDUCTION 

We do not want our fees to be a barrier to 

participation. Call 703-228-4747 to learn how to 

qualify for reduced fees.  

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify Registration as soon as possible so we 

may contact someone from the waiting list. 

Cancellations on the day of the program should 

be made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed 

within 30 days when classes are canceled by 

Parks and Recreation due to weather, insufficient 

enrollment or other unforeseen reasons.  

Transfers from one program section to another 

may be requested through the Registration 

Office at 703-228-4747, prior to the start of the 

program. No refunds or credits if participants are 

unable to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction 

with the Arlington County’s school closings 

policy. Outdoor programs may be cancelled due 

to rain or other inclement weather. Call nature 

centers for more information. 

MODIFICATIONS 

We can provide reasonable modifications for 

people with disabilities upon request. Advanced 

notice is welcomed. Please call: 703-228-4740. 
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Check in at 9am;  

Race starts at 10am 

Lower Bluemont Park              

Picnic Shelter 

North 4th St Entrance 

Each year Long Branch Nature 

Center receives injured turtles and 

other wildlife that need our help.   

Proceeds from the race help us give 

them medical attention and a place to 

live until they are strong enough to be 

released back into the wild. 

Turtle Trot 5K      
Sunday,  May 15 

(Changed from Sat., May 14) 

Register at ACTIVE.COM 

Adults $30; Kids 12 and under $15 

This is a chip-timed race on a certified course. 

More than a Trail Run!  

Festivities include a “real” 

turtle race, educational 

booths, games and fun for  

the whole family! 

Want to beautify your yard while also making a home for birds and butterflies? Then it is time to go       

Native! We are offering a great selection of plants that are accustomed to local climate and wildlife. We 

have gorgeous natives for sun to shade, and even deer resistant plants.  

Choose from Blazing Star, Wild Geranium, Foamflower, and many more! See our order form for more 

information and to pre-order your plants today! Our order form can be emailed to you, picked up at ei-

ther nature center or you can order online at: registration.arlingtonva.us. On the day of the sale we’ll also 

have a wider selection to choose from on-site. For information: 703-228-6535. 

March 21 - 24, Mon - Thur: 9:00am - 3:00pm  

March 25 Friday: 9:00am - 12:00pm, Campfire 5:00 - 8:00pm 

Ages 7 to 10. Explore Gulf Branch and other regional parks for signs 

of spring. Look for amphibians emerging from their winter slumber, 

wildflowers blooming on the forest floor and birds returning on their 

spring migration. Every day will have opportunities to explore nature 

through crafts, outdoor activities and hands-on encounters with    

animals. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. $200. Registration deadline: March 4, 2016. #632826-C 

Spring Explorers Camp at Gulf Branch 

Native Plant Sale 
Long Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, April 30, 1-4pm 

How to Sign Up! 

http://www.active.com/
http://www.active.com/
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