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Sub-committee Member Name  Group Representing  

Justin Wilt Arlington Soccer Association / WFWG member 

John Mingus ASA Board member + nearby resident 

Tim Bakos – by phone ASA Board member 

Roy Gamse – out, submitted comments    / WFWG member 

Steve Severn Sports Commission / WFWG member 

  

  

  

o Additional Attendees  o  

Gail Harrison Attendee / WFWG member 

Greg Kurasz Attendee / WFWG member 

Larry Suiters Attendee / WFWG member 

  

  

  

 

1. Background and process to date  
 

- Brought non-WFWG participants up to speed on issues (high level) 

- Reviewed historical process documents, including: 

o the Working Group Charge 

o Roy Gamse’s emailed comments 

o All docs except Roy’s comments are available online at 

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/projects/williamsburg-workgroup/ 

- Revisited some of the main themes discussed previously in WFWG meetings 

- Explored the local community’s frustrations with past proceedings and how those 

feed into or affect the current process 

 

 

2. Field utilization overview + discussion 

 

- Agreed as a group that several different data sets were in play regarding utilization 

and potential hours gained by lighting the fields at WMS 

 

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/projects/williamsburg-workgroup/
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- Talked briefly about more recent data set provided in an email dated 10-4-16 from 

DPR 

- Referenced comments submitted by Roy Gamse via email; these followed the 

approach provided in Roy’s September 2016 communication to the WFWG, looking 

at the incremental gain in overall County lit field availability that would result from 

lighting the Williamsburg fields.  Roy’s argument is that we gain more time and get 

more value when turfing a natural grass field than we do by lighting a turfed field. 

- Reviewed the “Projection of Annual Hours Gained” worksheet (attached) to review 

“person/hours” (here labeled “kid/hours”) gained under different assumptions of 

curfews and hours gained per field 

- “Kid/hours” offered as a measure of positive impact obtained by lighting the fields 

and using them at varying capacities (high and low capacity assumptions depicted, 

along with relative kid/hour gains) 

- As the WFWG moves towards commonly accepted “hours gained” figures, those can 

be inserted in the worksheet to gauge benefits derived from different lighting 

availability scenarios 

- Additionally, ASA will provide a youth soccer-specific view of hours lost due to the 

relative lack of lit fields when compared to the demand.  How many hours of 

practices / games do we forgo?  What’s the unmet demand? 

 

3. Mitigation measures overview + discussion  
 

- Reviewed a list of potential mitigation measures (attached, in “Field Utilization & 

Mitigation Measures Subcommittee” document).  Various sources were reviewed in 

compiling this list, which we hope to develop further. 

- Meeting participants were asked to reflect on the list and provide feedback and 

suggestions, including additional mitigation measures, to the subcommittee chair, 

who will evolve the list 

- The measures are to be considered much like ingredients of a stew – it is expected 

that some combination of different measures may yield the best approach 

- Some reactions to specific items were discussed, while other measures were not 

commented on at this meeting 

- Some meeting participants expressed satisfaction that the group was putting 

options down on paper and starting to discuss concrete possibilities 

- It was acknowledged that some of the measures were somewhat tentative; the idea 

is to develop a comprehensive list that we would work on later, as time permits 

- A high degree of emphasis was placed on developing and maintaining 

communication between the user groups and the neighbors, with the goal of 

facilitating clear communication and developing a sense of accountability  
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4. General 

 

- The notion of seeking a balance between neighborhood concerns and community 

needs was expressed.  The challenge is where to locate that “balance point” in a 

fashion that appropriately addresses all involved. 

- The neighborhood has already had to undergo a lot of stresses and change (due to 

Discovery School and field development issues) and the neighbors are wary of 

promises and tired of the impacts, and fearful of yet more in the future 

- When is change “too much” is a central question 

 

5. Next Steps 

 

- As available, update the Projection of Annual Hours Gained worksheet with agreed-

upon figures relating hours gained by lighting the fields for different time periods 

(curfews) 

- Develop a youth soccer-specific view of hours currently lost, program-wide, due to 

the lack of available lit fields in the county when compared to demand 

- Continue to develop a comprehensive list of mitigation measures for discussion & 

consideration 

- A decision as to whether this subcommittee will meet again before the October 25 

meeting will be made later 

- This subcommittee is expected to meet some time between October 25 and the 

November 2 Public Workshop 

 

6. Adjourned @ 12noon 

 

 


